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PREFACE 


I T is allowed on all hands that St Paul in 
hisEpiftle to th eRomans has fully opened 
the do&rine of the Gofpel, or way of 
falvation by Jesus Christ, and that the 
great defign of it is to ftate and determine 
the point of acceptance with God ; which 
he does, firft by bringing a charge of fin 
againft all mankind, and then declaring the 
method of deliverance from the guilt and 
condemnation of it. 

To prepare the way to what we fuppofe 
is the account of God’s righteoufnefs, and 
man’s juftification, delivered in this Epiftle, 
it may ty/proper to obferve, that St Paul in 
his reafoning on the fubjeft all along takes 
it for granted that our obedience, to juftify 
itlelf, and entitle us to the divine favour and 

appro- 
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approbation, mull be perfect; that this, and 
no other, is the righteoufnefs required in 
Scripture ; that the law of God is inexorably 
ftriiff in its demands, fubjefts every offender 
and every offence to its penalty, and that it 
neceffarily muff do fo in the nature and 
reafon of it. For if he who offends in one 
point is not guilty of all, fo as to incur a 
fentence of condemnation for one offence as 
a § yvell as many; if the law admitted of any 
deviations, or left men at liberty to believe 
that they might tranfgrefs it with impunity 
in any one inftance, it would deffroy itfelf, 
and be regarded in none. It is evident that 
if fuch an opinion was to prevail, it would 
lqfe all its authority in the world; every man 
would be a lawgiver to himfelf, and, with 
fuppofed allowance from God, make his own 
will and pleafure the rule of his obedience. 

This is an unanfwerable reafon for the 
ffri&nefs of the law, both in its precepts, 
and punifhment. And when it thus, comes 
to the heart and confcience, and is acknow¬ 
ledged in all its fulnefs, as unalterably fa- 
cred, and denouncing death for every viola¬ 
tion 
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tion of it, the neceflity of looking out for a 
remedy is apparent. What that remedy is, 
and who fhall prefcribe it, God or man, is 
ftill the great difpute. That it cannot be 
repentance only, partial amendment, or the 
moft fincere obedience accompanied with 
defedt, we think is evident; becaufe fuch a 
perfuafion would in effedt be an abrogation 
of the law, which ceafes to be a rule, when¬ 
ever the fubjedt of it affumes a power of dif- 
penfing with its commands, or fubftituting 
any thing elfe in the room of its purity and 
perfedtion. Let the Reader fancy to him- 
felf any other fenfe of the law, or eftablilh 
any other idea of it, than as obliging to per¬ 
fect obedience on pain of death, and he will 
find himfelf involved in great difficulties, 
and have more queftions to anfwer than he 
is aware of; fome of wdiich flxike at the 
truth, and ihake the very foundations of 
Chriftianity. 

If God can overlook the tranfgreffions of 
his law, greater or lefs, more or fewer, it 
may be afked, where was the neceflity of an 
atonement for the breach of it, and efpeci- 
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ally that of Christ’s death ? If God can 
accept men to the reward of righteoufnefs, 
when it is allowed on all hands to be very 
imperfedV, why may they not build their 
hopes on that fuppofition, and what occa- 
fion can there be for placing their dependence 
any where elfe ? Why may they not, with 
theDeift, utterly difeard the notion of aSub- 
ftitute, or Mediator, upon a prefumption 
fhat God will recede from the ftriftnefs of 
his rule, make them judges in their own 
cafe, and require nothing at their hands 
but what they are pleafed to do for them- 
felves? Let them be never fo fincere, the dif¬ 
ficulty ftill remains. For the plea of fincerijy, 
inftead of perfect obedience, is an acknow- 
legement of defett; and if defeft does not 
deftroy our title to the divine favour, no 
help is wanted, no fuchfalvation is to be look¬ 
ed for as the Gofpel propofes to our belief 
and acceptance; if we can, we mull be our 
own Saviours. In part we mull, fays the 
objettor to the doctrine of falvation by faith 
in the righteoufnefs of Christ. But we 
are obferving that this is a miftake, and to¬ 
tal ignorance of tlpe nature of God’s law, 

which 
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which can poflibly make no account of a 
partial righteoufnefs, nor allow that to be 
any obedience at all which is lefs than it 
demands. For Proof of which we appeal 
to the higheft authority; and can produce 
a declaration from the mouth of Christ 
himfelf, levelled not only againft the Pharifees 
of his own time, but the pharifaical preten¬ 
ders of all ages, w'ho are bent upon eftablifh- 
ing their own righteoufnefs, though they 
cannot do it without altering the rule which 
is given them, and fhortening it to their 
own fize. Matt. v. 17—19. Think not, fays 
he, that I am come to dejlroy the law and the 
prophets ; I am not come to dejlroy, but to fulfil. 

It may be alked, how could any entertain 
fuch a difgraceful notion of him, or on what 
it could poflibly be founded ? Doubtlefs on 
that great peculiarity of his religion, falva- 
flon by faith in him and the anfwer to the 
queftion will be found in the opinion of thofe 
at all times, who decry and oppofe the doc¬ 
trine, as deftruftive of good works. He 
therefore, in order to obviate the objection, 
and free himfelf from the imputation of di- 
a 41 minifhing 
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minifhing from the facrednefs and perfec¬ 
tion of the law, afierts the eternal, indif- 
penfable obligation of it in all its ftri&nefs, 
and eftablilhes it in fuch a ferife as no man 
upon earth can bear. For thus he goes on ; 
Verily 1 fay unto you, till heaven and earth pafs, 
one jot or one tittle Jhall in no wife pafs from the 
law , till all be fulfilled. If it was not fulfill¬ 
ed in, and by him, it never was, jior ever 
will be fulfilled; and he has here found 
hard work for thofe, who will take that 
heavy burden upon themfelves, and make 
little or no account of his fulfiling it for them. 
Do they prefume upon indulgence on failure 
of duty, and undertake the performance of 
it only upon a fuppofed allowance for infir¬ 
mity ? That hope is wrefted from them, and 
their doom is thus declared: Whfoever there¬ 
fore jhall break one of the leaf cf thefe command¬ 
ments , and Jhall teach men jo, he fi.all be called 
the leajl in the kingdom cf heaven. Truly, the 
matter is decided ; the commandments mult 
be received as they are given, in their whole 
extent both of outward and inward meaning ; 
no exception muft be taken to any part of 
them, any thing belonging to them, or con¬ 
tained 
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tained under them ; no difpenfation ever was 
or ever will be granted for the breach of them, 
much or little; none muft be fuppofed, or 
pleaded for, on pain of exclufion from the 
kingdom of heaven. 

If therefore' fin is always the fame, has 
always the fame guilt and malignity, whe¬ 
ther before or after faith, and no obedience 
can be pleaded for life which is ftained with 
the lead fpot of fin ; it muft be owned that 
the condition of mankind is ftill defperate, 
if the Gofpel has provided no relief in the 
cafe, adequate to the exigence of it, and a 
fufficient ground of hope, notwith(landing 
the truth and feverity of that Scripture, that 
all 'navefinned, and come fort of the glory of 
God, Rom. iii. 23. But let St Paul be heard, 
and he will clear up the point to the fatis- 
faciion of every diftreffed contcience; not 
by derogating from the perfection of the 
law; not by extenuating the fin of mankind; 
not by helping them to a plea of fmcerity, 
inftead of full performance; not by fiiuffiing 
with the word Law, as if by the Law he 
meant nothing but the Ceremonial part of 
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it; nothing by Juftification but acceptance 
with God without the deeds of it; nothing 
by faith but a general belief of Christ’s re¬ 
ligion, as revealed to fuperfede that of Mofes ; 
nor laftly, by propofing two kinds of jufti- 
fication, a firft and fecond, one of grace for 
the remiflion of fins, the other final, for 
eternal life, and depending folely on our 
own obedience. 

It is well known that thefe opinions have 
been efpoufed, and warmly contended for by 
perfons of great repute for learning; and I 
fhould not have been forward to deliver my 
fentiments in oppofition to them, if they had 
not been forced upon me by the plain words, 
and exprefs defign of the Apoftle, which was, 
to ftate precifely the terms of our acceptance 
with God, and aflert the neceflity of a perfect 
righteoufnefs in order to falvation ; but evi¬ 
dently not our own, and therefore to be re¬ 
ceived as of grace, by faith. 

t 

We are obliged to Dr Hallifax for expofing, 
in the firft of his three Sermons on Juflificalim 
by Faith, the abfurd, but common opinion, 

that 
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that St Paul in excluding works from the 
office of juftification, had nothing in view 
but Ceremonial works; but we can follow 
him no farther. His notion of a firft and 
fecond juftification, in agreement with Dr 
Taylor , a very exceptionable Interpreter of 
Scripture, leaves us juft where it finds us; 
as the firft benefit of forgivenefs of fins to be 
received, and all that is to be received, by 
faith, would be loft every day of our lives, 
if we were left afterwards to ftand or fall by 
our own holinefs, and had no warrant from 
Scripture to build our peace, aftiirance, and 
comfort, upon any other ground. Is that 
holinefs complete in all points, or is it not ? 
If it is not, weftill need a juftifying righte- 
oufnefs from another hand; and always 
ftiall, unlefs the law has loft its right, or fin 
its guilt, and the juftice of God now under 
the Gofpel is different from what it was 
when Adam was expelled out of Paradife, or 
the law given to Mofes. 

If it fhould be affirmed, that the afl'urance 
of pardon upon repentance is the great be¬ 
nefit of the covenant of grace; it is allowed 

that 
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that without repentance there is no hope of 
pardon, whether for fins committed before 
or after a man’s entrance into that covenant;, 
but ftill this is putting fomething elfe in the 
room of that perfedtion which the law re¬ 
quires, and there is a very important queftion 
yet to be anfwered: When was this great 
change made in the condition of our accep¬ 
tance with God ? when and by whom was 
this relaxation of the law introduced ? Not 
by Christ, for he declares pofitively againft 
it; not by his Apoftles, if St Paul may be 
allowed tofpeak for them, for he fays, Curjed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
•which are written in the book of the law to do 
them , Gal. iii. 10. and that by the law is the 
knowledge of Jin , Rom. iii. 20. that is, of our 
being chargeable with the guilt, and liable 
to the penalty of it ^ which could not be if 
the curie it denounces in cafe of tranfgreflion 
might be avoided, and a perfon conftituted 
righteous in the fight of God by imperfedt 
acts of obedience, confeffion of guilt, and 
renewed repentance. So indeed the reafon 
of man determines the point, makes a law 
for itfelf in oppofition to the juftice, will, 

and 
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and law of God, and with intolerable pre- 
fumption prefcribes to him its own method 
of acceptance. 

But if he that judgeth is the Lord, and 
the law which mankind are under to God, 
is fo flrift in the nature and reafon of it, 
that no man living can be juftified in his 
light, either by a plea of obedience, or any 
expedient of his own devifing in the want 
of it, it is evident that the remedy mull be 
of grace by divine appointment; and fub- 
miffion to it in faith, by which only it can 
be received; and which is a mixture of peni¬ 
tence, felf-renunciation, defire, hope, and 
fenfe of obligation, the grand Requifite in 
the covenant of mercy. It is worthy of re¬ 
mark, that the knowledge of Christ, in 
the heart’s aflent to the docfrine of falvation 
by faith, is not only afcribed to the agency 
of the Spirit, but called walking after the Spi¬ 
rit, and eminently the Spirit ; it being 
the principal part of his office, to lay this 
foundation, and guide the foul into this 
truth, that by grace we are paved, through faith, 
and made the rightecufnefs of God in Christ ; 

in 
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in oppofition to the conceit of jnflification 
by any human endeavours, works, attain¬ 
ments, or perfonal holinefs; which is called 
walking after theflefh ; as being only the car¬ 
nal, unenlightened wifdom of man, depend¬ 
ing on its own fufficiency, and exalting it- 
felf againft the truth of God. 

That the Spirit is alfo given for other ends, 
and works in us as a Spirit of renovation and 
holinefs, is by no means denied; but that 
his great work is to teftify of Christ, and 
ingraft us into him for pardon, life, and 
falvation, and that the Gofpel is in this fenfe 
peculiarly the difpenfation of the Spirit, ap¬ 
pears evidently from many paffages of this, 
as well as St Paul's other Epiftles. 

Let the Reader judge of the force of this 
obfervation; if there is truth in it, whether 
that is not a molt fundamental article of be¬ 
lief, the fingular benefit, diftinftion, and 
great glory of the Chriftian religion, which 
gives the denomination of Spirit to the whole 
of it, as if his work and office in the world 
was confined to that finglc point; and whe¬ 
ther 
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ther thofe are not enemies to the truth, as 
well as to their own peace, comfort, and ho- 
linefs, who either rejedt the gift of a perfedt 
righteoufnefs to eftablifh their own, or plead 
for a general belief of the Gofpel, as the 
principal notion and office of faith, without 
fpccifying what it is in the Gofpel which 
makes it glad tidings to a linful, condemned 
world, and with very little regard to the 
grace of faith, which receives and rejoices 
in Christ, as faving us by himfelf. 

Mr Rotherham, in his EJfay on Faith, labours 
to prove that “ the objedt of faith is that 
“ Hiftory of Redemption delivered by the 
“ firft infpired preachers of the Gofpel, and 
“now recorded in their writings,” p. 15; 
and confcquently that faith, in the one fimple 
notion of it, is nothing but the mind’s aflent 
to that hiftory. But may it not be afked, 
What it is particularly in that hiftory which 
diftinguifhes it from all other religions, and 
recommends it to the notice and efteem of 
mankind ? Would not every ferious perfon, 
before he aftented to it, think it his duty to 
afk, wherein conftfted the great benefit of 

lfts 
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his receiving it, be folicitous to underftand 
the meaning and full import of that redemp¬ 
tion which it propofed to his belief, and why 
it was declared to him as the only religion, 
or way of falvation ? Certainly, the hiftory 
was delivered for the fake of fome one or 
more important truths contained in it, which 
therefore are in a peculiar manner the object 
of laving faith j and the concern which every 
man upon due enquiry finds he has in them, 
muft upon the whole be the very reafon of 
his alfenting to and receiving them. 

But now ask Mr Rotheram the queftion, 
What is the objeft of faith? and he will 
refer you, with many pathetical complaints 
of the prevalence of error, and the weak- 
nefs of enthufiafm, to the hiftory of re¬ 
demption, as the thing to be believed in 
order to falvation. Ah ! this is ftiort of 
the matter. We receive the hiftory of re¬ 
demption with many thanksgivings to Gop, 
as the inftrument of its conveyance, and 
neceflary to be received in the firft place; 
but what does it contain ? What is the re¬ 
demption therein fpoken of? We want to 

know 
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know precifely by what means we are deli¬ 
vered from condemnation, and reftored to 
the favour of God; what it is that muft 
give eafe to the confcience labouring under 
a lenfe of guilt, and be a ground of hope to 
creatures who have a broken law to anfwer 
for, and in the account of juftice are always 
finful. Till thefe queflions are anfwered 
we have got nothing but a l'ealed book in our 
hands, and are not advanced one ftep in re- 
fpedt of any advantage to be reaped from the 
hiftory. And if we fhould be a little more 
explicit, and fay, as Saint Paul did to the 
Jailor, AEh iii. 16. Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou Jhalt be faved ; (fill it would 
remain to be inquired what it is in Jesus 
which we are to fix our faith upon ? And if 
it fhould be anfwered, in agreement with 
all feripture, as we think, and it is prefumed 
Mr Ret he ram does not deny, his fpotlefs life, 
and propitiatory death, his merits and righ- 
teoulnefs — There is the object of faith; the 
inyftery of redemption is explained, and it 
now appears that as this truth, God was in 
Christ, reconciling the vcorld unto him [elf,\ 2 
Cor. v. 19, is the peculiar di fluid ion, and 

B great 
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great IdefTing of the gofpel, fo the reception 
of it, in a renunciation of every other me¬ 
thod of laleation, is the very faith by which 
we believe to the faving of the foul, and the 
gi t at end for which theGofpel was preached. 
It i' therefore loll labour in Mr Rotheram to 
b ing together a great many pafTagesof fcrip- 
ture which (peak of a general faith inCHR jst, 
and then to conclude from them that this 
is the whole nature of faith, and that neither 
Christ nor the firft preachers of the Gof¬ 
pel, required any thing more than fuch a ge¬ 
neral, implicit belief of it} fince in the main 
this would have been inviting men to believe 
nothing at all, and they would never have 
gained a fmgle Convert, if they had not de¬ 
fended to particulars in the courfe of their 
preaching, and explained to them the fun¬ 
damental articles of that religion which they 
propofed to their belief, and about which 
their faith was principally to be exercifed. 

This is exemplified, and fully proved, in 
what followed upon the fuff chriftian Sermon 
that was preached after the defeent of the 
holy Ghoft, Afts ii. in which St Peter ex¬ 
horted 
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iiorted the atTembly then prefent in general 
terms ro believe in Christ; and when theyde- 
fired farther information, and alked “ what 
they fhould do,” as they well might, he then 
declared to them the great doftrine of falva- 
tion, and fatisfied their inquiry by reducing 
the whole of his preaching upon that remark¬ 
able occafion to this point: Repent , and be 
baptized every one of you in tke Jiame of Jesus 
Christ for the remijjion of /ins, and ye fall re¬ 
ceive the gift of the holyGhoJl. So he exercifed 
the power of the keys, and opened the king¬ 
dom of heaven, both in this and his other 
Difcourfes recorded in th zAtts of the Apoftles 
by a declaration of this great truth, that fal- 
vation is only by the name Jesus, or the re- 
miflion of fins through him. 

This was prefenting a fenfible and very 
interefting object to his hearers tor their 
faith to lay hold on ; and if he and the other 
Apoftlcs had not declared thus particularly 
and minutely what it was in the religion of 
Jesus which they ottered to the belief of 
mankind, what they would gain by receiving 
it, and what hazard they run by rejecting 
B 2 it ; 
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it i as I Paid before, they would have left 
them as much in the dark as ever, and their 
preaching muft neceflarily have been with¬ 
out effedt. 

Faith then has redemption itfelf, well un¬ 
de; flood, and Christ the author of redemp¬ 
tion, for its object; and when he commanded 
hi* Apoftles to go into all the worlds and preach 
the Gofpel to every creature , he certainly in¬ 
tended that they fliould unfold the import 
of the word, and explain thofe peculiar doc¬ 
trines of the Gofpel, on the belief of which 
falvation was to depend. 

Mr Rotheram makes this text as it were 
thebafis of his opinion of the nature of faith; 
and fuppofing that nothing more was meant 
by it than a commiflion to preach the Gofpel 
in general; nor by believing, but the belief 
of it at large ; would have all the lubfequent 
accounts of the preaching of faith recorded 
in Scripture, and all other kinds of it, 
brought to this as their touchflone. And 
farther, in his chapter on the Origin of Faith, 
he appeals to the miracles of Christ as a 

fufficicnt 
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fufficient ground of belief in him, and of 
that general belief only which he contends 
for. 

But let the origin or foundation of faith 
be what it will, the external evident e of pro¬ 
phecies, miracles, &c. let the Spirit be con¬ 
cerned much or little in operating it, let 
reafon and learning fo pompouflv dnplayed 
by Mr Rotheram, be conftuuted judges of 
the truth and meaning of Scripture, ftill we 
want to have the natuie of faving faith as¬ 
certained by its reference to fome peculiar 
dottrine; and if it is not efpecially that aft of 
the foul by w'hich it refts on Christ for par¬ 
don and life, or faith in the promifes oi God 
through Christ for the bletlings of eternity, 
Something or other more than the belief of 
the hiftory, we have obtained nothing by it 
but a diftant fight of the good land, with¬ 
out entring into the pofl’eftion of it to enjoy 
its fruits. 

If Mr Rctheram does not mean that our 
faith fhould terminate in the hiftory, to 
what end is it to eftablifh that for the great, 

b 3 if 
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if not foie obje£i of it, in which it is con- 
fefled it cannot terminate, and if it did, 
would be utterly infignificant to any faving 
purpofe? Is it to guard againftthe fuppofed 
ill tendency of faith, in its peculiar notion 
of faith in Christ as our righteoufnefs and 
falvation? Indeed, it has been, and is ftill 
alleged that it will be abuled to Antinomian- 
ifm, or licentioufnefs; and who can fay it 
will not? What is it that may not be abuled ? 
This is a reafon with fome for locking up 
the Scriptures. But while they are open to 
us, we cannot help feeing that Christ our 
peace is the fum and fubftance of them, and 
that they were written to the end we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son ofG od; 
and that believing we might have lije through 
his name, John xx. 31. If it fhould be 
thought that there is any ambiguity in thefe 
words of St 'John, and it was ftill doubtful 
what the meaning is of believing that Jesus is 
the Christ, and of life through his name 
by believing; we offer this Epiftle of StPaul 
to the Romans, as a clear and full comment 
upon them, and upon every one of thofe 
texts which Mr Rotheram has cited in defence 
of his notion. The 
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The Apoftle, we think, has with :i - 
plainnefs of lpeech, cleainelsof method, and 
the molt cogent realotting, proved the tie 
celfity ol redemption tor all mankind, if 
condemnation in fin can make it necefia. v j 
and fhewed it to be altogether of mercy, by 
free grace ; and that therefore the faith by 
which we acknowledge and receive it r the 
faith required of us, in order to jultification., 
without any claim of merit, or concurrence 
of works on our part, as having any (bare 
in it; which fo far as they are pretended to 
in this fenfe amount to a denial of the truth, 
and are abfolutely inconfiftent with the lul- 
nefs and freenefs of Golpel mercy. Let but 
the juftice of God, and the defert of fin, 
be feen in the light of Scripture, and it will 
appear at once, what it is the great defign of 
this Epiftle to demonftrate, for the inftrudlion 
of all ages, that as lalvation is by righteouf- 
nefs, fo righteoufnefs is by faith, it not ex¬ 
iting in man; and alfo that faith, in the 
precife, faving notion of it, is the belief and 
acceptance of that righteoufnefs, to the glory 
of the giver. 
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The word faith, no doubt, in fome in- 
ftances has a general reference to the belief 
and religion of the gofpel; but as the ex¬ 
cellence of that religion can only be judged 
of, and the religion itfelf embraced, from a 
knowledge of its peculiar doftrines, fo the 
excellence and eflence of faith muff finally 
be refolved into the mind’s adherence to thofe 
doctrines; and that more efpecially, as they 
have fo great an influence on pra&ice, and 
can have no l'uch influence but by being Am¬ 
ply believed and rejoiced in as the mercy of 
heaven, as freely fhowered down upon us 
as the rain comes upon our fields, and the 
ground of our hope and confidence towards 
God. 

The Scripture doflrine of redemption is 
the befl: foundation of the belt morality, and 
leads to (uch a knowledge of God and our- 
felves as we could never have had without 
itj but then the gratitude, love, fidelity, 
devotion and purity of heart arifing from it, 
neceffarily fuppofe a fenfe and belief of re¬ 
deeming mercy going before. Certainly, to 
be a principle of a&ion, or motive of duty, 

it 
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it muft be known, underftood, and affented 
to for its own fake ; and when Christ lays 
If ye love me, keep my commandments, he direfts 
us to put things in their right order, know¬ 
ing his love to be previous to, and indepen¬ 
dent of any afts of ours, and that if it is not 
lii ft apprehended by faith, no right obedience 
nor pure love of God will follow. 

We have Mr Rotheram s leave to obferve, 
that in his chapters on the tendency and ope¬ 
ration of faith he makes honourable mention 
of the great work of atonement, and is obliged 
to take refuge in the confined notion of faith 
as the belief of what Christ has done and 
fuffered for us, before he can make it fub- 
fervient to his purpofe, and enforce it as 
the ftrongeft motive of holinefs; but put the 
hiftory of redemption, or the book of ferip- 
ture, for the great objedt of faith, inftead 
of its faving contents, and the peculiar doc¬ 
trines therein revealed for faith to reft upon, 
and it will have no fuch tendency, nor any 
operation at all. He is a fenfible Writer, 
and it is not fuppofed that he can be fo ab- 
furd as to think we fhould flop at the hiftory 

without 



xxvi P R E F ACE. 

without fearching any farther, or at the 
bare belief of the Golpel, without under- 
ftandmg what it is, if that were pr'flible: 
but it is afked again, Why then does he hold 
up that for the object of faith, and make it 
the foundation of his EJfay, which cannot 
be fo in any fenfe but as it leads to the know¬ 
ledge of what is? There may be miftakes 
concerning faith, how it begins, and to what 
pitch of afllirance it muft rife; and I am no 
advocate for that kind of it which is found¬ 
ed on feeling, rather than the word of God. 
This I believe to be a fource of delufion, and 
a caufe of great perplexity to many well- 
meaning fouls, who are taught to account 
nothing faith but what comes by fome kind 
of private revelation, or inward witnefs to 
.themfelves, and to build all their hope and 
comtort upon it, infteadof an unlhaken re¬ 
liance on the teftimony of Scripture. It may 
be allowed that fome perfons are fo favoured. 
Such proofs of the doctrine of the Spirit are 
awakening; and no one can fay that they 
may not be proper, if not necefiary from 
time to time, to give credit and revival to it. 
The miftake lies in averting the neceflity of 

his 
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his manifefling himfelf fenfibly to all , and 
as if it were hardly poffible for any to go to 
heaven without a particular, immediate dis¬ 
covery from him that their names are written 
in the book of life*. Let this, or any other 
error, be guarded againft ; but not by ex¬ 
plaining away the nature of faving faith - 
not by fixing it on a wrong objeft, or any 
thing for life but Christ himfelf, as the 
Lord our righteoufnefs ; not by giving up the 
foundation-truth of the Gofpel; which fo 
long as God is juft, and man is finful, or 
St Paul’s waitings have any credit in the 
world, will appear to be this—that being 
jufifed by faith , we have peace with God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; and that 
as by one mans difobedience many were made /in¬ 
ner s, fo by the obedience of one fall many be made 
righteous , Rom. v. i, 19. 

Th is is the do&rine which the Apoftles 
were ordained to carry into all the world; 
which diftinguiiheth the religion of Jesus 
from all that ever were in the world; and 

which, 


* Sec Letters between Mr “John IVeJlcy and 
Mr Richard ’Thompfon, 
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which, as it only can fave, fo if it was more 
preached, better known, and cordially em¬ 
braced, would be the great inftrument in 
the Spirit’s hands of reforming the world. 

May the God and Father of mercies guide 
us all into the truth, and blefs the reading 
ofthisEpiftle to our inftrudion in righte- 
oufnefsj that according to the defign of it 
we may be led by the knowledge of fin to 
repentance; by repentance to faith; by faith 
to that peace of God which paffcth all un- 
derftanding; by that peace ruling in our 
hearts, to a new date of pure obedience, un¬ 
feigned fubmiffion to the law of our Redeem¬ 
er for his fake, and Chriftian godlinels in 
the knowledge, love, and adoration of Fa¬ 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


A D V E R- 




ADVERTISEMENT. 


<^OME things in this Paraphrase would 
perhaps have appeared as properly in 
the way of Annotations-, but as a continual 
reference to notes is apt to divert the atten¬ 
tion, I judged it better upon the whole to 
deliver what I had to fay in a continued Pa- 
raphrafe, though by that means it is fome- 
times drawn out to an unufual length. 

I have left the five laft chapters to the 
Reader’s meditation; fuppofing that the 
Precepts therein contained are fufficiently 
clear of themfelves, and want nothing but 
application. 

The Sermon is annexed, as coinciding 
with, and tending to illuftrate the doctrine 
of the Epiftle. 


A PARA- 



A 

PARAPHRASE 

On the EPISTLE to the 

ROMANS. 


CHAP. I. 


i VV 4 UL a fervant ofJefusChrift, cali¬ 
fs ed to be an Apoftle feparated to 
the [office of preaching the] Gof- 
pel [or glad tidings, according to the mean¬ 
ing of the Greek word] of [and from) God: 
[and which it is the great defign of this Epif- 
tleexa&lyto ftateand reprefent.] 

2 Which he had promifed afore by his 
Prophets in the holy Scriptures, 


3 Con- 
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3 Concerning [a great falvation to be 
wrought by] his Son Jefus Chrift our Lord, 
which was made of the feed of David accord¬ 
ing to the flefh [in virtue of one of thofe 
prophecies, and to redeem the nature which 
he took upon him.] 

4 And [alfo] declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the Spirit of 
holinefs, by his refurreftion from the dead: 
[evidently proving both his Sonlhip and fpot- 
lefs Holinefs.] 

5 By whom we have received grace and 
Apoftlefhip for the obedience of faith [to 
publifh the neceflity of fubmiflion to the 
doftrine of faith, and acceptance of falva¬ 
tion by it 1 among all nations for [the ac¬ 
knowledgement of ] his name: [as that alone 
whereby we muft be faved.] 

6 Among whom are ye alfo the called of 
Jefus Chrift ! all by profeflion, fome effec¬ 
tually. Reader, weigh the difference ] 

7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, 
called to be Saints: [fo denominated from 
their holy calling, beloved of God in Chrift 
Jefus, and living by his rule 1 Grace to you, 
and peace from God the Father, and the 

Lord 
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Lord Jefus Chrift:. [O Chriftian, behold 
thy birthright; and wifh grace and peace 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, to thy own foul, as devoutly as the 
Apoftle does.] 

8 Firft, I thank my God through Jefus 
Chrift for you all, that your faith [compre¬ 
hending profeffion, fteadinefs, and purity] 
is fpoken of throughout the whole world. 

9 For God is my witnefs, whom I ferve 
with my fpirit in theGofpel of his Son, that 
without ceafing I make mention of you al¬ 
ways in my prayers. [Ominifter! behold 
thy pattern. If thy fpirit is devoted to God 
in the Gofpel of his Son, it will break out, 
as the Apoftle’s did, in thankfgiving and 
prayer for the fuccefs of it. Is God thy wit¬ 
nefs ?] 

10 Making requeft [as if this wasthe bur¬ 
den of all his prayers, for the love he had to 
them] if by any means now at length I 
might have a profperous journey by the will 
of God to come unto you. 

11 For I long to fee you, that I may im¬ 
part unto you fome fpiritual [either extraor¬ 
dinary, or fpiritualifing] gift, to the end 

C you 
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you may be eftablifhed ; [but left this fhould 
look like afluming too much to himfelf, lie 
ioftens the expreftion, and fays,] 

12 That is, that 1 may be comforted to¬ 
gether with you, by the mutual faith both 
of you and me. (Such is the meeting, and 
happy intercourfc of believers, to edify, com¬ 
fort, and rejoice in one another.] 

13 Nov/ I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, that oftentimes I purpofed to come 
unto you, but was let hitherto, [when it was 
the will of God that he fhould go, he was 
fent to them in chains] that I might have 
fome fruit among you alfo, even as among 
other Gentiles. [The great wifii of his 
heart, and the foie end for which he lived. 
The fruit cf this Epiftle, among all nations, 
in all ages, is known only to God.] 

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and 
to the barbarians, to the wife and to the un¬ 
wife. [All equally blind in the things of 
God without divine teaching.] 

15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready 
to preach the Gofpcl [glad tidings to guilty, 
helplefs linners; let this meaning of the ivord 
be always carried in mind] to you that are at 

Rome 
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Rome alfo. [Where the oppofition and 
danger would be great, and where at la£t 
he luffered death.] 

StPaul never writes without placing his whole 
foul full in view •, and it was a foul filled w , n,,= 

knowledge, and fmitten with the love of Cn t 
exulting in the free grace of God, and all 00 
for the falv 3 ticn of mankind by the dodtr . 
which he preached. It would be in vain to lo> it 
in Heathen writers, or any where but in the Spi¬ 
rit’s teaching, for any thing like the fimplicity 
and opennefs of heart, glow of holy love, purity 
of intention, and winning addrefs, which appears 
in this Introdudtion. For the fake of thole to 
whom he wrote, and to give weight and autho¬ 
rity to his inftm&ions, he mentions his call and 
ieparation to the dignity of the Apoflldhip j but 
at the fame time with advantage to his humility, 
and without affuming any other diflin&ion than 
that of eminenc concern for their eftablifhmcnt 
in theGofpel. Truths of the greateft importance 
he had to communicate; and to make way for 
the reception of them, he reduces him Pelf tu their 
level, as if thofe whom he teaches were equally 
enlightened with himfelf, and as capable, by their 
faith and knowledge, of adminiftring to his com¬ 
fort as he was to theirs. And how fwcetly and 
powerfully does he infinuate himfelf into their 
c 2 affc&ions! 
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affe&ions! Firjl , fays he, I thank my God through 
fefus Chriji our Lord , that your faith is fpoken of 
throughout the world. To hear of their being in 
the way to glory and happinels, and celebrated 
for their ftedfaftnefs in it, was the greateft happi- 
nefs which could befal himfelf; and he could not 
proceed to the work he had in hand, of writing 
to them of the common falvation, without firft 
pouring out his foul in thankfulnefs to God for 
it. It feems as if the blefling was all his own ; 
and like one who was in pain to difcharge his 
obligations in perfon, he declares that he had a 
longing defire to come to them, and often pur- 
poled it, that he might be an eye-witnefs of their 
faith and joy inChrift, contribute to the increafe 
of it, and pay the debt of fervice he owed to them 
and all mankind, 

16 For I am not afhamed of the Gofpel 
of Chrift: for it is the power of God unto 
falvation, to every one that believeth; to 
the Jew firft, [in the offer of it] and alfo to 
the Greek, [Men of all other nations.] 

In this verfe, and the next, theApoftle opens 
the defign, and lays the ground-work of the whole 
Epiftle. In which he brings a charge of fin 
againft all flefli—declares the foie method of 
deliverance from the condemnation of it, by faith 

in 
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in the mercy of God through Jefus Chrift—and 
then builds upon it purity of he4rt, grateful obe¬ 
dience, and earned: defire of proficiency in all 
thofe Chriftian graces and tempers, which no¬ 
thing but a lively faith in Chrift can produce. 
And it is worthy of remark, that he fays, I am 
not afk anted cf the gofpel of Chrift. Why ? What 
was the matter ? What was he going to fay, that 
he thus refolves with himfelf beforehand not to 
be alhamed ? The gofpel is unqueftionably a de- 
fign for holinefs; but if that is the great pecu¬ 
liarity of it, and the main drift of his writing 
and preaching had been to recommend and efta- 
blilh a pure morality, what reafon could he have 
to be afraid of cenfure ? Particularly from the 
Jew, who contended for fuch a method of falva- 
tion, and whofe prejudices he chiefly encounters 
in this Epiftle ? The fhame and offence then 
was in preaching Chrift crucified, and the righ- 
teoufnefs of his life and death for the falvation of 
all •, a doftrine which the world’s faints efpecially 
could never bear, and too many at all times are 
in effeft afhamed of the Apoftle for his zealous, 
bold defence of it. He is very plain, but withal 
pretty much out of the common way of thinking, 
in what follows. 

17 For therein [in and by the Gofpel] is 
the righteoufnefs of God [of God’s working, 
c 3 appointing 
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appointing, and giving, that which he will 
account and accept as fuch, that only which 
is fo, and by which we muft ftand or fall 
for ever] revealed [to be] from faith to faith*, 
[faith only, faith growing and increafing, 
faith firft and always, faith at the beginning, 
faith at the end of our progrefs] as it is writ¬ 
ten, The juft {hall live [be freed from con¬ 
demnation, made alive unto God, and live 
eternally] by faith. [Or as others choofe to 
place the words, The juft by faith fhall live. 
And if this is not our remedy, if life does 
not come to us only by righteoufnefs, and 
righteoufnefs by faith, the condition of man¬ 
kind muft be acknowledged to be defperate.] 
18 For the wrath of God is [now by the 
preaching of the gofpel] revealed from hea¬ 
ven againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteouf- 
nefs of men, [therefore there are two things 
to be done - t fee the damnablenefs of all fin, 
and the reality and greatnefs of thy own; 
there is no other way of coming to faith. I 
fay, wrath revealed from heaven, and there¬ 
fore firmly to be believed in the firft place, 
againft all ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
of men] who hold the truth in unrighteouf- 

ncfs. 
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nels. [Stifle thetruth they might have known, 
and would have known and improved, if 
it had not flood in the way of their lufts. 
Ignorance fo wilful will be no extenuation 
of their guilt.] 

19 Becaufe that which may be known of 
God [enough to be a ground of their belief, 
adoration, and fubjeftion] is manifeft in 
them, [to their reafon and underflandings, 
if they would have made ufe of them. But 
it is faid, in them ; perhaps the meaning is 
particularly, in the powers of their fouls, 
and the ftrufture of their bodies] for God 
hath fhewed it unto them. [By a Ample, 
univerfal method of inflruiftion, obvious to 
the meaneft capacities.] 

20 For the inviflble things of him from 
the creation of the world [either all along 
from the time of the creation, or from the 
wifdom difplayedin it] are clearly feen, being 
underftood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead ; fo 
that they are without excufe. [Men may 
difpute or deny what they are unwilling to 
underftand, and thruft the knowledge of 
God from them* but he, who cannot be c’.e- 

c 4 ceived, 
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ceived, fees the root of their perverfenefs, and 
knows where to lay the chargeagainft them.] 

21 Becaufe that when they knew God, 
[as all did at the beginning, and of whofe 
Being they always had full demonftration in 
his works] they glorified him not as God, 
[by making him the foie objefr of their 
worfhip, and putting their whole truft in 
him] neither were thankful [to him, as or¬ 
daining their lot, and difpenfing all their 
bleflings j for then they would not have 
fought out other inventions, nor looked for 
help anywhere elfe] but became vain in their 
imaginations, [or reafonings] and their fool- 
ifh heart was darkened. 

22 Profeffing themfelves to be wife, they 
became fools: [they had their reafons, as 
they thought, for ailing as they did, de¬ 
throning God, and withdrawing their ho¬ 
mage from him. Behold the wifdom of 
man, of Philofophy, of the wifeft of men 
before the coming of Chrift!] 

23 And changed the glory of the incoiv 
ruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beafts, and creeping things. [It is 

amazing 
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amazing to conlider how univerfally the 
world was overrun with the moft flupid 
idolatry, and how prone it is to it at all 
times.] 

24 WhereforeGod alfo [as a puniflrment 
of their w'ickednefs, and by the foreft of all 
Judgments] gave them up to uncleannefs, 
[left them to the workings of their own 
minds, and the ftrength of natural corrup¬ 
tion ; the confequence of which, as here 
reprefented, was in all relpecls fhameful 
and abominable] through the lulls of their 
own hearts, to difhonour their own bodies 
bevveen themfelves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into 
a lie, [or Idol] and worfhipped and ferved 
the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blelTed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this caufe God gave them up un¬ 
to vile affedlions : For even their women did 
change the natural ufe into that which is 
againft nature: 

27 And likewife alfo the men, leaving 
the natural ufe of the woman, burned in 
their luftonetoward another, men with men, 
working that which is unfeemly, and receiv¬ 
ing 
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ing in themfclves that recompence of their 
error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like to re¬ 
tain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do thofe 
things which are not convenient: 

29 Being filled with all unrighteoufnefs, 
fornication, wickednefs, covetoufnefs, ma- 
licioufnefs, full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity, whifperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, 
proud, boafters, inventers of evil things, dis¬ 
obedient to parents, 

31 Without undemanding, covenant- 
breakers, without natural affedion, impla¬ 
cable, unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing [who mu[t not plead 
ignorance, becaufe in the right ufe of their 
reafon they might have known, and make 
it appear in fome meafure, by the penalties 
of their own laws againft fuch practices, that 
they do know] the juft judgment of God, 
that they which commit fuch things are 
worthy of death, not only do the fame, but 
have pleafure in them that do them. [Flat¬ 
tering 
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tering both themfelves and others with the 
hope of impunity from God.] 

1 Jl, It may be obferved from this chapter, 
what monftrous excefies of debauchery, and vice 
of all kinds, men will run into, when they are 
dellitute of the knowledge, and unreftrained by 
the fear of God. 

2 dly, The general ceffation of idolatry mull 
be dated from the preaching of the Gofpel. It 
is a well-known fadl that mankind did not by any 
reafon, acutenefs, or efforts of their own, difen- 
gage themfelves from fodeteftable an error-, and 
the enemies ofRevelation muft acknowledge, that 
if they are more enlightened in this refpedf: than 
the wifeft of preceding ages, whom they affeft to 
admire for their Virtue, Philofophy, and what 
not, they are indebted for it to that Religion 
which they defpife and rejedt. 

3 dly , But nevert'neleis the nature of man under 
every denomination, one religion as well as ano¬ 
ther, Pagan, Jevvifh, or Chriftian, is Hill the 
fame; and the Apolfle’s charge againft the Gen¬ 
tile world, however fhocking, is more or lefs the 
ftare and character or mankind at all times, till 
they are brought to an unfeigned fubjeftion to 
the faith of Chrift, and renewed by a divine 
power. The grofleft enormities, the mod flagi¬ 
tious 
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tious villanies appear in fome, the feeds of them 
are in all ■, and though their growth is checked, 
and the eruption of them hindered, by provi¬ 
dential reftraints, want of occafion, different cir- 
pumftances in life, or other caufes, yet there ne¬ 
ver was a man upon earth who had not reafon to 
lament his natural fearlefsnefs of fin, ftrength of 
corruption, and fecret repugnance to the will of 
God. 

4 thly, Therefore this chapter is a call to felf- 
examination j the refult of which will be convic¬ 
tion of fin, and of the neceffity of deliverance 
from a Hate of condemnation, either folely in 
virtue of our own endeavours, repentance and 
reformation, or by a method of God’s revealing. 
Which of the two will be available to the falva- 
tion of finners, and conduces molt to the glory 
of God, in the freedom of his grace, and the 
vindication and eftablifhment of his law, as well 
as the eafe and fatisfadtion of our own minds, and 
our return to him in repentance, and the truth 
of a pure obedience, is the bufinefs of this Epif- 
tle to determine. 

The Apoftle has now Hated the cafe of the 
Gentiles. But as he knew that the Jew more 
efpecially would be ready to plead an exemption 
from the fins here laid to their charge, he next 
brings him to the bar of confidence, and examines 

his 
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his pretenfions to an unblameable conformity to 
the law. The Jews had a right knowledge of 
God, with a perfeft rule of duty in their hands, 
and fuppofing, by a natural and very common 
miftake, that they were in the main what they 
knew they fhould be, would take no lhare to 
themfelves of the accufation here brought againft 
the reft of mankind. Chriftian Reader, let this 
be a caution to thee to keep thy eyes turned 
inward, and follow the Apoftle with deep at¬ 
tention. 


CHAP. II. 

i-T H erefore [to give what has been 
faid its full extent, and apply it more 
clofely and particularly] thou art inexora¬ 
ble, O man, whofoever thou art [meaning 
more efpecially the Jew] that judgeft [others, 
to the clearing of thyfelf] for wherein thou 
judgeft another thou condemned: thyfelf; 
for thou that judgeft doft the fame things. 
[If not exaftly the fame outwardly, and in 
all refpefts, yet enough to make thee an 
offender as well as thofe whom thou judgeft, 
guilty of the fame rebellion againft God, and 
equally liable to a fentence of condemnation.] 

2 But 
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2 But we are fure that the judgment of 
God is according to truth, [the exaft truth 
of every man’s ftate, not according to mens 
opinion of themfelves, or outward appear¬ 
ance] againfi: them that do fuch things. [All, 
or any of them, to condemn all alike.] 

3 And thinkeft thou this, O man, who 
judge!! them that do fuch things, and doll 
the fame, that thou fhalt efcape the judg¬ 
ment of God ? [There is a way for all to 
cfcape, as theApoftle will fhew, but not by 
pleading innocence, when thou wilt infalli¬ 
bly be found guilty.] 

4 Or defpifelt thou the riches of his good- 
nefs, and forbearaace, and long-fuffering, 
not knowing [or conftdering] that the good- 
nefs of God leadeth thee to repentance ? [as 
giving thee time and opportunity to come 
to the knowledge of thyfelf, and intended 
to lead thee to an humble confeffion of thy 
fin, that thou mayefi: find mercy.] 

5 But after thy hardnefs and impenitent 
heart, treafurefi: up unto thyfelf wrath 
againll the day of wrath) and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God; [which mull 
neceftarily take place againfi: thee to thy 

everlafting 
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everlafting ruin, if thou either continueft 
blind to thy condition, or ftandeft out againft 
his method of deliverance from it.] 

6 Who will render to every man accord¬ 
ing to his deeds : 

u 

7 To them, who by patient continuance 
in well-doing [without turning afide to the 
right hand, or to the left] feek for glory, and 
honour, and immortality ; eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, [in 
difputing againft] and do not obey the truth 
[fully and univerfally] but obey unrighteouf- 
nefs, [much or little] indignation and wrath } 

9 Tribulation and anguifh upon every 
foul of man that doth evil, of the Jew firft 
[as finning againft a plain and pofitive law] 
and alfo of the Gentile, [as finning againft 
the light of natural confcience.] 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every 
man that worketh good, to the Jew firft, 
and alfo to the Gentile. 

11 For there is norefpeft of perfons with 
God, [to abfolve, or condemn, Jew or 
Gentile, merely for being fuch, and without 
regard to their real, moral ftate.] 


The 
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The Apoftle is eftabliftiing a truth which man¬ 
kind at all times are too apt to dilbelieve, or at 
the beft apprehend but faintly and with little ef¬ 
fect, viz. that fin, wherever it is found, is the 
objeft of God’s difpleafure, and expoles every 
foul of man to afentcnceof condemnation. And 
he does it to the end that men may confider what 
they have to do. II they can juftify themfelves 
to a righteous, heart-fearching God, all is well-, 
if not, there is a necellity for their looking out 
for a remedy. He is therefore preparing the 
way fertile remedy which he had topropofe; 
and the reader will be prepared for it, and keep 
pace with him, juft in proportion as he keeps fight 
of thefe two chapters* and is imprefled with a fenfe 
of fin, and of judgment for fin. 

12 For as many as have finned without 
law, [without a written law, as the Jews had] 
lball alfo perifh without law: [without be¬ 
ing judged by that law] and as many as have 
finned in [and under] the law [of Mofes] 
thall be judged by the law. [The reafon 
and equity of which he declares afterwards* 
ver. 14, 15.] 

13 For not the hearers of thelaw [receiv¬ 
ing it, profefling to be governed by it, and 
in fome refpe&s conforming to it] are juft 

before 
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before God, [whatever they may be in the 
fight of men] but the doers of the law [in its 
full extent, and ftriift meaning] fhall be juf- 
tified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have 
not the [written] law, do by nature [are 
dire&ed by the light of natural reafon and 
confcience to do] the things contained in the 
law, [to fear God, to be true and juft in 
their dealings, to keep their bodies in tem¬ 
perance, fobernefs, and chaftity, &c ] thefe 
having not the law, are a law unto them- 
lelves. 

15 Which fliew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their confciences alfo 
bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the mean 
while accufing, or elfe excufing one another j 

16 In the day when God fliall judge the 
fecrets of men [the inmoft: thoughts, defires, 
and intentions, real workings, and fecret 
bent of every man’s heart and nature] by 
Jefus Chrift, according to my gofpel. [Or 
preaching, and particularly the doftrine 
now infilled on by me.] 

If the Gentiles fhould have alleged ignorance 
of duty, becaufe it was not caught them by a 

D written 



A Paraphrase on the 


5° 

written law, that plea is here obviated. “ Ve- 
“ rily, fays the Apoftle, they had a law, which 
“ they might have known and attended to •, 
“ and a day is coming when their confciences 
“ will not fuffer them to deny the truth.” The 
meaning therefore is not that the Heathens ac¬ 
tually knew and pradtiled their duty in any fuch 
fenfe as to efcape condemnation, or be inti tied 
to a reward; but that they might have known 
more, and adted better than they did. TheApof- 
tle’s defign was not to furnifh them wich an excufe 
which in effedt would have been keeping therrr 
from the faith of (Thrift, but to prove their guilt; 
which he does by affirming, that they had a law 
which they might have conformed to, and did 
not. Their obedience to it would have faved 
them, and their difobedience fubjedted them to 
punifhment, as well as the Jews •, againft whom 
more particularly he turns the argument in what 
follows. For in their cafe the matter was ftill 
more evident, and there could be no room for 
difpute. They had the will of God clearly re¬ 
vealed to them in a writCen law; and they could 
not but know that the rule of their duty would 
alfo be the rule and meafure of their condemna¬ 
tion. 

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, [one 
of God’s peculiar people] and reftefl: in the 

law, 



Epijile to the Romans. 51 

law, [with full confent and approbation] and 
makeft thy boaft of God; [as thy God] 

18 And knoweft his will, and approved: 
the things that are more excellent, being in- 
ftru< 5 ted out of the law, 

19 And art confident that thou thyfelf 
art a guide of the blind, a light of them 
Which are in darknefs, 

20 An inftrubtor of the foolidi, a teacher 
of babes, which haft the [perfect] form of 
knowledge, and of the truth in the law. 

21 Thou therefore which teacheft ano¬ 
ther, teacheft thou not thyfelf? thou that 
preacheft a man fhould not fteal, doft thou 
fteal ? 

22 Thou that fayed: a man fhould not 
commit adultery, doft thou commit adul¬ 
tery ? thou that abhorred: idols, doft thou 
commit lacrilege ? 

23 Thou that makeft thy boaft of the 
law, through breaking the law difhonoureft 
thou God? [by caufing the religion of his 
appointing to be evil fpoken of.] 

24 For the name of God is blafphemed 
among the Gentiles, through you, as it is 

d 2 written. 



52 A Paraphrase on the 

written. [By the fcandalous wickednefs of 
many of thofe who had the knowledge of his 
will, and gloried in their relation to him as 
his true worfhippers. Chriftian, apply.] 

But does the Apoftle therefore difcharge all 
the reft from any part of this aceufation, becaufe 
they were not openly and notorioufty guilty of the 
tranfgreflion of their law ? The heart, was that 
right? Was the law written, and kept there? 
Could theyplead theutmoft exadtnefsof perform¬ 
ance, from a root of inward purity •, and were 
they fure that he who will judge the fecrets of wen 
by Jefus Chrift, faw no Healing, adultery, or fa- 
crilege in them? In order to open their eyes, and 
lead them into the depth of their hearts, Chrift 
led them into the depth of their law; Mat. v. 
and we may well fuppofe that St Paul has his eye 
here upon the ftriftnefsand purity of it; and does 
not intend to fruftrate his defign in this Epiftle, 
which was to bring them all, and all others, to 
the acceptance of the grace of God in Chrift, 
by afenfe of their guilt, and wantof remiffion. 

25 Forcircumeifion verily profiteth, [and 
hath its intended effeff, not becaufe thou art 
eircumcifed, and called a Jew, but] if thou 
keepeft the law; [in its whole extent of out¬ 
ward and inward meaning] but if thou be a 

breaker 
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breaker of the law, thy circumcifion is made 
uncircumcifion. 

So in like manner if it could be fnppofed that 
the virtue of the Heathens was exa6t, and their 
practice unblameable, the want of circumcifion 
will not be imputed to them. 

26 Therefore [by parity of reafon] if the 
uncircumcifion keep the righteoufnefs of the 
law, fhall not his uncircumcifion be counted 
for circumcifion? 

27 And (hall not uncircumcifion, which 
is by nature, if it fulfil the law, [not grant¬ 
ing that it does ■, neither is this faid upon 
any fuch fuppofition, but to beat down the 
high efteem which the Jews had of themfelves 
on account of circumcifion] judge thee, who 
by the letter [notwithfianding the advan¬ 
tage thou haft of a written law] and circum¬ 
cifion [binding thee tofulfil it]doft tranfgrefs 
the law ? 

28 For he is not a Jew, [a true, cove¬ 
nanted fervant, and child of God] who is 
one [only] outwardly j neither is that cir- 
cumcifion, [inGod’s account, or a feal and 
aifurance of his favour merely for its own 
fake] which is outward in the flefh: 

n 3 29 But 
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29 Bat he is a Jew, which is one inwardly j 
and circumcifion is that of the heart, in the 
fpirit, [according to the fpiritual meaning 
and figuration of the precept] and not in 
the letter, [or outward, literal obfcrvation 
of it only] whofe praife is not of men, but 
of God. [Who feethnot as man feeth; and 
will afloredly find matter of condemnation in 
all; whatever they think of themfelves, or 
however they may appear to the world.] 

It feems to me that fome expreffions in this 
chapter have been greatly mifreprefented. For 
when the Gentiles , which have not the law , do by 
nature thethings containedin thelaw, thefe , having 
not the law , are a law unto themfelves ; which fhew 
the work of the law written in their hearts , ver. 14, 
15. Therefore if the uncircumcifion [orGentile] 
keep the righteoufnefs of the law, (hall not his 
uncircumcifion be counted forcircumcifion ? And 
fhall not uncircumcifion, which is by nature, if it 
fulfil thelaw, judge thee, who by the letter and 
circumcifion doft tranfgrefs the law ? ver. 26, 27. 
“ Obferve, fay fome, the clearnefs of natural 
“ light, and what a fufficiency of power is here 
“ alcribed to man for all the purpofes of virtue, 
“ felf-government, and the divine approbation.” 
But that this is carrying the matter a great deal 

too 
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too far, will appear by confidering the defign of 
the chapter; which isto putthejews upona level 
with theGentiles in point of acceptance withGod, 
and to {hew that as neither had afted up to the 
light they had, they were both involved in the 
lame condemnation. That the Gentiles might 
have attained to fuch a knowledge of God and 
their duty, as would have preferved them from 
the abominable errors of belief and pradtice they 
they fell into, theApoftle does affirm; and it 
muft be allowed that the force of natural con- 
fcience, and a power of difcerning between good 
and evil, ftill remains, and is perhaps lefs im¬ 
paired by the Fall than any other faculty of the 
foul; becaufe otherwife all attempts to convince 
men of fin, and call them to repentance, would 
be in vain. But what the ftrengthand Efficiency 
of human reafon is, muft be decided by expe¬ 
rience and teftimony of fcripture ; for whatever 
it is, theApoftle leaves it juft as he found it; and 
could have no intention to magnify it fo as to de¬ 
preciate the light of Revelation, or to make the 
remedy lie had to offer lefs defirable, by firft 
confirming mankind in an opinion that they did 
not wan: it, and had nothing to do for their reco¬ 
very but to exert the powers which God had given 
them. His defign lies another way ; and the point 
he lias in view is to diminifh the confidence which 
the Jews had in themfelveson account of circum- 

n 4 cifion, 
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cifion, and other external privileges, as if they 
were folely the favourites of heaven, and liable 
to no forfeiture of their covenant-ftate. His foie 
aim, I fay, was to expofe the vanity of this pre¬ 
tence, by fhewing that the Gentiles, on fuppofi- 
tion of their innocence andreftitudeof behaviour, 
would have had as good a title to the favour of 
God as themfelves-, but that neither of them could 
have any fuch claim or hope in the want of it. 
Which being evidently and notorioufly the cafe 
of both, they were equally concluded under fin, 
and could only be relieved by an adtof mercy in 
God, difeharging them from the guilt and punifhr 
mentofit. What? would the Jews fay, is this 
the amount of all our privileges, and in cafe of 
fin do we (land equally condemned with the reft 
of the world ? Yes verily, fays the Apoflle; the 
nature of fin is to condemn, and Juftice muft have 
its courfe on all alike. Behold therefore, who¬ 
ever thou art, Gentile, Jew, or Chriftian, on 
what a dreadful point thou ftandeft; trembling 
on the brink of deftrudtion, and fure to perifh if 
the hand of Omnipotence is not ftretched out to 
lave thee. Learn from what has been faid in 
thefe two chapters to be humble. Be filent be¬ 
fore God when he enters intajudgment with thee - t 
confels thy guilt and wretched impotence, and 
the mercy of heaven will next be prefented to thy 
.view. In the mean time, the Apoftle has a few 

words 
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words more to fay concerning the Jew, obftinate 
and hard to be convinced j perhaps, concerning 
Thee. 

CHAP. III. 
j 'Y^HAT advantage then hath the jew, 
[above the reft of mankind] and 
what profit is there of circumcifion ? [If it 
confers no title of itfelf to the favour of 
God?] 

2 Much every way : chiefly becaufe that 
unto them, were committed the oracles of 
God. [In which they had not only clear 
light, and a more perfedt rule to walk by, 
but alfo the promife and prefiguration of 
deliverance from the guilt of fin by means 
of a Saviour.] 

3 For what if fome [meaning the gene¬ 
rality of the Jews] did not believe [the ora¬ 
cles of truth?] fhall their unbelief make the 
faith of God of none effe< 5 b ? [fruflrate, or 
let afide God’s dodtrine, or method of lalva- 
tion by faith, declared to all, both Jew and 
Gentile, as abfolutely neceflary ?] 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but 
every man [rejecting his truth] a liar; [a 
finncr, wanting this relief, as every man 

will 
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will certainly be found to be] as it is written, 
that thou mighteft be juftified in thy faying, 
[charging all with fin] and clear when thou 
art judged. [In fpite of any man’s felf-juf- 
tifying pretenfions.] 

5 [But here the Jew fays, and others will 
be ready to fay] But if our unrighteoufnefs 
commend the righteoufnefs of God, [fliew 
the neceflity of a righteoufnefs not our own, 
but one of God’s giving and appointing, to 
his glory] what fhall we fay [to this ?] Is 
God unrighteous who taketh vengeance 
[upon the impenitent and unbelieving ? Since 
it fhould feem that according to this way of 
junification, of all, becaufe they are finnersj 
none can be objefts of his vengeance.] I fpeak 
as a man: [as men blind, and ftubborn in 
evil, are too apt to do.] 

6 God forbid: for then how fhall God 
judge the world ? [finally difcriminating one 
part of mankind from the other, as he hath 
declared he will.] 

7 For if the truth of God [the objettor 
goes on, his eternal, infallible purpofe of 
juftifying fmners by grace, through faith] 
hath more abounded through my lie, [my 

fin] 
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fin] unto his glory ; why yet am I alfo judged 
as a (inner? [feeing that Tinners, as fuch, are 
received to favour, and God is thereby glo¬ 
rified ?] 

8 And not rather [the objector dill urges] 
as [indeed, faith theApoftle] we be flande- 
roufly reported, and as fome [actually] af¬ 
firm that we fay, [viz.] Let us do evil that 
good may come ? [greater mercy to mankind 
tinners, more glory to God] whofe damna¬ 
tion is juft. [The damnation of all who thus 
abufe the dodfrine of Grace, and draw this 
impious conclufion from it, to countenance 
and harden themfelves in fin.] 

9 What then ? are we [Jews] better than 
they [the Gentiles ? becaufe we have the ora¬ 
cles of God committed to us, and other ad¬ 
vantages which they have not] no, in no 
wife : [not at all in the great point of jufti- 
fication with God, now under confideration] 
for we have before [chapters firft and fecond] 
proved both Jews andGentiles, that they are 
all under fin. [And therefore under condem¬ 
nation; for being under fin, and being con¬ 
demned, are equivalent.] 

10 As it is written, there is none righte¬ 

ous, [in the full fenfe of the word] no not 
one: 11 There 
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11 There is none that underftandeth, 
there is none that feeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable, there is 
none that doeth good, [lb as to be good, in 
the fight of God, and in the eftimation of 
the law] no not one. [The repetition is 
remarkable.] 

13 Their throat is an open fepulchre; 
with their tongues they have ufed deceit? 
the poifon of afps is under their lips: 

14 Whofe mouth is full of curling and 
bitternefs. 

15 Their feet are fwift to Ihed blood. 

16 Deftruftion and mifery are in their 
ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not 
known. 

18 There is no fear of God before their 
eyes. 

Here is the charge, including breach of duty to 
God and man. You reply vehemently, Not 
guilty •, or Not fo guilty, nor in every particular 
here mentioned. Be it fo ; but if you are guilty 
in any one, your plea of obedience, or freedom 
from fin, is defective, and you mult of all necef- 

fity 
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fity look out for fome other kind of juftification. 
How much more, if upon prayer to God tofearch 
you, and take the veil from your heart, you 
fhould find yourfelf concerned in every part of 
the accufation, black as it is, and however mor¬ 
tifying the difcovery. St Paul , you fee, is very 
pofitive- in the matter, and with great force of 
afieveration levels his charge againft every indi¬ 
vidual of the human race •, enumerating fuch par¬ 
ticulars of guilt for their confideration and con¬ 
viction, as if once admitted mult make them 
odious and abominable in their own eyes, and 
oblige them to accept of the remedy he had to 
propofe. Surely, he intended they fhould be ad¬ 
mitted ; and muft not be fuppofed to argue fo 
unfkilfully as to build his very important con- 
clufion upon uncertain grounds, or fuch as might 
j.uftly be denied by many of whom they are af¬ 
firmed. It is true, they are denied, and gene¬ 
rally fpeaking as little attention is paid, and as 
little credic given to the Apoftle, as if he had 
been debating the point with another fpecies of 
creatures. But let God be true , and every man a 
liar. The loweft room, as here pointed out, is 
indeed very low ; but be perfuaded to fit down 
in it, without any fear of miftaking thy place. 
Turn not thy eyes from the faithful mirror now 
held up to thee. Let the word of God be as 
fire fearching thy inward parts •, for this is the 

very 



62 A Paraphrase on the 

very faying in which he will be juftified againft 
all flefh i and no mafic can hide thee from his eye, 
no adts of humanity, no goodnefs of natural tem¬ 
per, civility of manners, or outfide polifh, will 
be a refuge from the purity and perfection of his 
law. Take the worft article of the charge, and 
fee how thou wilt anfwer ic. Art thou really free 
from malice, hatred, anger ? has pure love ta¬ 
ken pofTeffion of thy foul ? For in the feripture 
account there is no medium between that and 
killing. Mat. v. 22. ijohn iii. 15. Art thou 
not thinking with fecret pleafure of fome one’s 
death, by which thou wilt be a gainer, or have 
more of thy own will ? The decent tear may be 
dropt, and the mourning put on; but the point 
in queftion with refpedt to this, and all the ocher 
particulars here mentioned, is the fecret, real 
bent of the heart. If that is right, the man is 
innocent; if it is not, the charge ftands good 
even agatnft the better part of mankind ; though 
it is what few will own, and none but an infpired 
Apoflle durft have prefented to obfervation. 

It may farther be remarked here once for all, 
that the great difference between the religion of 
the Gofpel, and all others, or any thing that the 
mind of man could have thought of, is the ac¬ 
count it makes of the ftate of mankind with re- 
fpedb to fin, the nature and univerfality of it, 
the method of jufhfication which it propofes to 

our 



EpiJUe to the Romans. 63 

our belief, and the effedt of that juftification in 
the moral change it produces. Sin it defines to 
be the tranfgreffion of the law ; with this declara¬ 
tion annexed, that wherever it is found, much 
or little, it not only bars all title to reward, but 
gives the offender up to condemnation. Upon 
this ftate of the cafe, the fcripture appeals to 
every man’s heart and confcience, and puts it to 
his choice whether he will plead guilty, or ftand 
upon his own juftification. If he is difpofed to 
deny, or extenuate his guilt, there is an end of 
all hope from theGofpel, it can proceed no far¬ 
ther with him ; if he will give way to conviction, 
confefs the defert of fin, humble himlelf before 
God for his own, and relinquifh every claim to 
mercy but mercy, it is richly provided, freely 
offered, and Hands ready for his acceptance. 
When it is refuled, nature is left to itfelf, and 
what fruit it will produce from its own Hock, the 
Apoftle has told us; when it is received in peni¬ 
tence, as nothing lefs than life from the dead, 
the effedt of it, by the working of the fame Spiric 
which opened it to the heart, will be gratitude, 
love, and willing obedience. In this fenfe I un- 
derftand theEpiftle now before us, and am com¬ 
pelled upon the fulleft conviction of its defign 
fo to underhand it. I did not think myfelf at 
liberty to fit down and imagine what anfwer the 
Apoftle fhould have returned to the important 
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inquiries concerning the nature of fin, and the 
means of deliverance from the curfe and power 
of it; but judged it to be my duty to follow the 
guidance of his light, under a firm perfuafion 
that it came from heaven, and to receive infor- 
mation from him in points of which I was igno¬ 
rant, and about which I could never have facis- 
fied rnyfelf. If I have miftaken, or mifreprefent- 
ed him, the good Lord pardon me, to whom I 
dare make no proteftations of perfeft fincerity 
and freedom from prejudice. One thingl gained 
by a fimple aflent to revealed truth, that I was 
no longer tempted to palliate my fin, nor afraid 
to think myfelf the chief of Tinners -, knowing 
from the fame oracles of truth what fulnefs of 
redemption there is inChrift, and that the great- 
nefs of the mercy would be underltood, and the 
belief of it operate to the knowledge and love 
of God, and fympathy for all mankind, juft in 
proportion as I was fenfible of my want of it, 
and of the ruinous ftate from which it delivers 
us. It is evident that fuch a fenfe of the great 
evil and prevalence of fin was neceflary for the 
reception of theGofpel at its firft preaching. And 
if it fhould be alleged, that there is a happy 
alteration in the condition and circumftances of 
mankind in Chriftian countries; and that with 
a better knowledge of God, a more perfeft rule 
of duty, and the clear revelation of a future ftate 

of 
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of rewards and punifhments, it may well be fup- 
pofed that the generality are not now chargeable 
with fiich o-rofs enormities as the heathens were : 

O 

I would anfwer, that I am perfuaded there are 
Great numbers at all times who are aiming at 

0 o 

Golpel-holinefs, under the influence of chriftian 
education, and gofpel-motives. Buc neverthe- 
lci's the nature of man is Itill the fame, the im¬ 
perfection of the belt is very great, and all have 
ftill the fame want of redeeming mercy ; and if 
there are any who think they have lets need of 
Chrill, his atonement and righteoufnefs, on ac¬ 
count of any improvement, or attainments of 
their own, they greatly overrate thofe attainments, 
defert the fundamental principles of their reli¬ 
gion, and are fo far unbelievers. Let the myftic 
be as fpiritual as he can, but with a confciouf- 
nefs of infinite defied and humble dependence on 
the Saviour’s merits -, let good works have their 
due honour and eftimation, form the charader, 
and appear eminently in the life of every difciple 
ofChrift, but not to be the foundation of his 
hope, as if they would bear the trial in a day of 
judgment*. 

19 Now we know that whatfoever things 
the law faith, [the moral law evidently, of 
E which 

v See an excellent Sermon ofBilhop Andrew; onjtr. xxiii.6. 
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which only the forementioned particulars 
are breaches] it faith to them who are under 
the law: [and therefore efpecially to the Jew, 
though he would fain fhift off all the blame 
to others; but to thee alfo, O chriftian, who 
haft the law before thee] that every mouth 
may be flopped, and all the world may be¬ 
come guilty before God. [Though poffibly 
not before men. Before God, is a fearching 
word; think of it, and look at the heart 
where He does.] 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there 
fhall noflefh be juftified [or accounted righ¬ 
teous] in his fight: [becaufe they are fhort 
of the Rule] for by the law is the knowledge 
of fin. [And therefore to be convinced of 
fin, we have nothing elfe to do but to com¬ 
pare our hearts and lives with it.] 

21 But now the righteoufnefs of God 
[that only which is fo, and, which only he 
can acceptfor juftification unto life] without 
the law [without relpeft to a man’s being, 
or not being under the law] is manifefted 
[in and through Jefus Chrift] being witnefs- 
ed by the law [promifing, and prefiguring, 
and by the rigour of its precepts forcing thole 

who 
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who were under it to accept the grace and 
righteoufnels of a Redeemer] and [alfo] by 
the prophets; [opening it more fully, and 
more clearly foretelling the perfon by whom 
it was to be conveyed.] 

22 Even the righteoufnefs of God [mark 
the words, and the repetition — even the 
righteoufnefs of God-not what we perform, 
but what he gives to us, and] which is by 
faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, [both Jews 
andGentiles] and upon all them that believe 
[in him working it for us] for there is no 
difference: [none having a claim of right 
to it.] 

23 For all have finned, and come fhort 
of the glory of God ; [asfinners, are cut off 
from all hope of feeing God in his glory.] 

24 Being juftified freely by his grace, 
through theredemption thatisinJefusChrift: 

25 Whom God hath fet forth to be a pro¬ 
pitiation, [or atonement, to be conveyed to 
mankind in the only way it can be conveyed] 
through faith in his blood, [as a facrificefor 
fin, and the price of our redemption] to de¬ 
clare his righteoufnefs for the remiflion of 
fins that are paft, thro’ the forbearance of 

e 2 God -j 
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God ; [I think the words of the original 
fhould be otherwife underftood, viz . to de¬ 
clare his righteoufnefs or juftice, becaufe of, 
not aphefm , the word for remijjion , fee Benge- 
lius ; but, parefm, the pajjing by of former 
fins, that is, his winking at, and overlook¬ 
ing for fo many ages the fins of mankind, 
without a general declaration from heaven 
of his difpleafure againft them, or calling 
them to repentance; which forbearance, as 
it might be thought an imputation on his 
juftice, the apoftle fays again,] 

26 To declare at this time his righteouf¬ 
nefs : [now vindicated, and fully manifefted 
to the world, by his exacting the punifh- 
ment of fin in the death of Chrift] that [fo] 
he might be juft, [to himfelf, and his law] 
and the juftifier [both in a way of grace and 
equity] of him which believeth in Jefus. 
[As having made full fatisfaftion to the juf¬ 
tice and holinefs of God, and paid the pe¬ 
nalty of our fins with his blood.] 

27 Where is boafting then ? it is excluded. 
[As it muft be when we ftand in judgment 
before God, who cannot endure it] by what 
law? of works? [depend on that law for 

juftification, 



EpiJHc to the Romans. 69 

juftification, and you will fwell with felf- 
conceit, and be a very great boafter with 
very little of performance] nay> but by the 
law of faith. [Which condemns before it 
abfolves, and in the nature of it utterly an¬ 
nihilates all boafting,] 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man 
[every man, let him be what he will in his 
own, or the world’s account] is juftified by 
faith, without the deeds of the law. [If you 
have them not, be perfuaded by all means 
to let that plea alone. St Paul has ftruck 
you dead with a charge of fin, but it was 
to open a way to your relief ; and he has 
now brought out a mod: blefied condufion 
for you, if you will but receive it in fimpli- 
city, under a due fenfe of your unworthinefs, 
and with a full renunciation of all other 
claims. As you love your peace, and your 
foul, let not any man upon earth teach you 
to explain it away, nor remove you one 
hair’s breadth from this foundation.] 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only ? [as 
he mud: be, if they were faved bv their law, 
which the Gentiles had not] is he not alfo 
of the Gentiles? yes, of the Gentiles alfo: 

e 3 [their 
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[their God, in the blefTed, full import of 
the word.] 

30 Seeing it is one God, [the Father of 
all] who fhall juftify the circumcifion by 
faith, and the uncircumcifion through faith. 
[One and all, in the only way they can be 
juftified, by mercy, and a free gift; to be 
received humbly and thankfully by faith, or 
a will and purpofe to reft upon it for falva- 
tion, the only way in which it can takeeffedt.] 

31 Do we then make void the law through 
faith? [as of no ufe, or validity, feeing we 
exclude it from the office of juftification]God 
forbid: yea, we eftabliffi the law. [As 
that by which we come to the knowledge of 
lin, as neceflary to be fulfilled in every jot 
and tittle of it, as fo fulfilled by Chrift, as 
the rule we are always to conform to under 
him, and fhall with great advantage, by be¬ 
ing difcharged from it as a covenant.] 

Reader, what doft thou choofe ? law, or gof- 
pel ? wilt thou put thyfclf upon thy trial for 
obedience, and challenge God with it, or be 
faved as a condemned man?'Wilt thou beinte- 
refted in the Apoftle’s conclufion, ver. 28, by 
admitting his premifes, or lofe the benefit of it 

by 
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by denying the charge of fin he brings againfl: 
thee? Let me fpeak for myfelf. When I de¬ 
termined as much as pofiible to lay afide all pre¬ 
conceived opinions, whether of my own or ta¬ 
ken up from others, in order to know the mind 
of God from God himfelf, as declared by his fer- 
vant Paul-, it was pleafing, tranfporting news 
to me, to hear him faying, with the utmoft 
plainnefs of words, fVe conclude that a man is 
juftified by faith, without the deeds of the law , ma¬ 
nifestly excluding them from all (hare in our 
j unification. The latter, I had not; and if I 
might attain to life, and Stand clear with God 
by faith, or my acceptance of the grace offered 
me, I perceived that it exadtly fuited my cafe 
as an undone finner, was the very thing I wanted, 
and ffiall want to the laft moment of my breath. 
The Lord grant I may receive it in penitence, 
hold it faff, and work' with it according to his 
will. I know the world at all times riles up in 
arms againfl; St Paul’s conclufion, and that the 
authority of St fames in particular is called in 
to ftab it to the heart; though he only guards 
againfl: the abufe of it, pleads for a living inftead 
of a dead faith, and fhews how faith works, and 
mull work to juftify itfelf. Works prove it, 
as light does fire, but can never do its office, 
which is to receive falvation by a righteoufnefs 
of God’s appointing, as a gift, to reft on what 

e 4 Chrilt 
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Chrift has done and merited for us, as the only 
fufficient ground of our acceptance, and always 
to keep it feparate in our minds from any works 
or worthinefs of our own. Dear Chriftian, know 
the truth, and let the Apoftle’s conclufion lie as 
near thy heart as it did to his. Live more upon 
it, be truly thankful for the mercy of it, and 
you will be the better for it in all refpedts •, more 
humble, more devoted to God, more lively and 
pure in your obedience from a root of love, more 
chearful, more happy. If Chrift is your all, 
you will not lofe him by fuffering fin to reign 
in you ; and as you can attain to faith in him 
only in a way of felf-condemnation, you will 
certainly have one vice lefs by hypocrify. You 
need not be in pain for the interefts of Morality 
by the prevalence of this dodtrine. St Paul will 
tell you over and over again what advantage a 
fincere faith gives you for holinefs, and be very 
urgent with you to abound in all the bleffed 
fruits and effedts of it. In the mean time, let 
us follow him clofely, and obferve in what man¬ 
ner he eftablifties his great point; which is, that 
a man is juft;fed by faith , without the deeds of the 
law ; any works, obedience, holinels of our own, 
as concurring, or co-operating to our juftification 
in whole or in part, with the finiQied work of 
Chrift. No; fay a multitude of objedtors, men 
of renown, learned, and refpedlable for their 

characters 
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charailers in the Chriftian world, the terms muft 
be rightly underftood; works, faith, law, juf- 
tification, muft all be diftinguilhed, andStP^a/’s 
dodtrine admitted with great caution, and fo 
interpreted as not to clafh with other parts of 
fcripture. It is alleged, that by works we are 
not to underftand the fincere, faithful obedience 
of believers, but either “ works done before 
“ faith,” however fpecious, or the ceremonial 
works of the Jewifh law, and efpecially the lat¬ 
ter : that faith is not truft in Chrift, or the pro- 
mifes of God for acceptance through him, but 
belief of the Gofpel, in oppofition to all other 
Religions, accompanied with fidelity : and that 
by jollification, the Apoftle does not mean full 
and final juftification, but the remiflion of paft 
fins in baptifm, with the benefit of fubfequent 
renewals by repentance, whenever it is wanted. 
It is matter of fome difficulty to feparate che good 
from the bad, truth from error, in thefe feveral 
accounts; though it will be attempted in the 
courfe of this Paraphrafe. At prefent I would 
confront them all with this one propofition, which 
feems to me to be the eftence, glad tidings, great 
bleffing, and peculiar glory of the Gofpel, full 
relief to the confcience, and a mod powerful call 
to the heart for its return to God in obedience; 
and I hope it will not be worfe received for be¬ 
ing given in the words of our Church. 


Article 
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Article XI. Of the JuJlification of Man. 

“ We are accounted righteous before God, 
“ only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
“ Jefus Chrift by faith, and not for our own 
“ works or defervings. Wherefore, that we 
“ are juftified by faith only, is a moll wholefom 
“ do&rine, and very full of comfort, as more 
“ largely is exprefied in the Homily of Juftifi- 
“ cation.” 

I take it for granted that by juftification, the 
compilers of this article meant complete falva- 
tion •, for elfe there would be very little comfort 
in the doftrine, as the benefit of juftification, 
otherwife underftood, would be loft daily, and 
the foul left deftituteof its hope, if daily fins can 
forfeit it. It is alfo evident, that by works , they 
meant works of righteoufnefs in obedience to the 
law of God •, and when they afcribed juftification 
to faith alone, intended to exclude them wholly 
from the office or power of juftifying. And it 
is likewife evident that, by deeds of the law , the 
Apoftle intended no other : not works done before 
faith, which the obje&ors allow and contend 
for, fuppofing that they have the nature of fin ; 
for then his conclufion would be a ftrange one 
indeed, viz. IVe are jufiified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law j that is to fay, without finful 

actions: 



Epiftle to the Romans. 75 

adtions : not ceremonial works; becaufe then the 
inftance of Abraham , who lived before the ap¬ 
pointment of the Jewifh ceremonies, and was 
declared to be a juftified perfon before the law 
of circumcifion was given to himfelf, would not 
have been pertinent. Let us hear how the Apof- 
tle goes on. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 'Y^/'HAT fhall we fay then, that Abra¬ 
ham our Father, [allowed to be 
one of the brighteft examples of obedience] 
as pertaining to the flefh, [confidered in 
himfelf, and as to any abilities, performances, 
or righteoufnefs of his own] hath found? 
[or attained to junification ? a right to the 
favour of God, and eternal life? no fucli 

thing;] 

2 For if Abraham were juftified [perfedl- 
ly pure and clean] by [his own] works, [fo 
the Apoftle explains the word flejh in the 
foregoing verfe] he hath whereof to glory, 
[he wanted no grace, no remiftion, he hath 
ground of glorying in himfelf] but not be¬ 
fore God. [Whofe eyes are as a flame of 
fire fearching the heart, and in whofe fight 
no man living fhall be juftified.] 

3 Foi ' 
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3 For what faith the Scripture ? [which 
only can fet us right in the point, and from 
which there is no appeal to any reafonings 
or imaginations of men] Abraham believed 
God, [in his word and promife. Therefore 
liften not to thofe, who will allow nothing 
to be faith but the aflurance of it, by a par¬ 
ticular witnefs, or in-fpeaking. I do not 
ridicule, or deny this, as if none were fo 
favoured; but finely requiring fomething 
more to reft our faith upon thanGod’s word, 
is not treating it very refpe£tfully, but in ef¬ 
fect difbelieving it till it has received farther 
confirmation] and it was counted to him for 
righteoufnefs. [Placed to his account, made 
over to him, inftcad of that righteoufnefs 
which he fhould have had to be juft in the 
fight of God, and had not.] 

4 Now to him that worketh, [perfectly, 
all that is required of him] is the reward 
not reckoned of grace, [as according to all 
fcripture it muft be] but of debt. [And God 
will not deny payment, if we can make 
good our claim to it.] 

5 But [this is running a defperate hazard, 
our comfort lies another way, our hope 

turns 
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turns altogether upon another hinge, for] 
to him that worketh not, [though not per¬ 
fectly, and lb as to approve his work to God] 
but believeth on him that juftifieth the un¬ 
godly, [as Abraham was, and every man 
upon earth is] his faith is counted for righ- 
teoufnefs. [And if he will not think it to 
be fo accounted, and accept a righteoufnefs 
from God, [mark what faith is] there is no 
remedy for him in all nature ; he may be a 
hypocrite, fpeak big words of his holinefs 
and perfection, impofe upon others, and 
perhaps himfelf too, but God cannot be fo 
deceived.] 

6 Even as David alfo defcribeth the blefs- 
ednefs of the man [that bleflednefs which is 
fo generally defpifed, and pleaded againft by 
man] unto whom the Lord imputeth righ¬ 
teoufnefs without works. 

Not perfeCt, and therefore in God’s account 
die fame as none. If he meant only works done 
before faith, it is ftrange that neither he, nor 
the Apoftle, fhould be more explicit, nor put 
in a fingle word to prevent miltake in a matter 
of Inch moment. Neither did he mean ceremo¬ 
nial works, as if they only were of no account 

in 



78 A Paraphrase on the 

in the matter of juftification ; becaufe inDavid’s 
time they were as neceflary as moral works, and 
the neglett of them would certainly have been 
imputed to a Jew for fin. The Apoftle there¬ 
fore does not fingle them out, as what he parti¬ 
cularly rejetted. The truth is, they were not 
to be rejctted. They were commanded; and 
fo far as any deeds of the law could be a ground 
of juftification, intitled to their full fhare in the 
merit of it. It remains, that the righteoufnefs 
here faid to be imputed, is that which all want, 
a righteoufnefs of God’s giving, and not of man’s 
working in any part of his life. It would daunt 
the heart of the greateft faint that ever lived to 
think he had nothing to ftand or fall by for ever 
but flefh, that is, himfelf; and I am perfuaded 
that the more we are in earneft with our duty, 
the more fenfible we fliall be how far we come 
fhort of that perfettion of working, which is 
the point in queftion, and which alone can in¬ 
title us to a reward. 

7 Saying, BleflTed are they whofe iniqui¬ 
ties are [all] forgiven, and [all] whofe fins 
are covered. 

8 Blefled is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute [any] fin. 


You 
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You may bring the matter to a ftiort ifiuewith 
yourfelf: either you have fin, or you have not; 
and if you have, you muft either deny the guilt 
of it, and ftand up in defiance of God’s juitice, 
or confent to be blefied in David's way, by hav¬ 
ing it forgiven, covered, not imputed. Be per- 
fuaded by thefe teftimonies of fcripture, as un- 
derftood by St Paul, that it is the only refuge 
of mankind, not once, or twice, but always, 
and of every man in his very belt eftate. What ? 
not one of our numerous fins unforgiven ? all 
the guilt of all of them covered ? I am fure this 
is blefiednefs, let who will defpife it. It mull 
now be obferved, that St Paul had two great 
truths to eftablifli, falvation by faith, without 
the deeds of the law, of whatever kind, whether 
ceremonial or moral; and alfo the univerfality 
of falvation by the gofpel, both which the Jews 
denied. And one is aconfequence of the other-, 
becaufe if falvation is by a covenant, or grant 
of mercy, none can plead an exclufive right to 
it. Accordingly, the Apoftle, having proved 
the former, now proceeds to fhew that the bene¬ 
fit of it was intended for all. And the reader 
will obferve that thefe two points are fo inter¬ 
woven throughout the Epiftle as mutually to il- 
lull rate and fupport each other. Salvation is 
by grace, through faith ; then who will fay that 
any are excluded ? Are none excluded ? Then 
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it mud be by grace; for however the Jews might 
prefume upon their title to it, as the peculiar 
people of God, the other nations of the earth 
could have nofuch claim. The Jews, as I faid, 
denied both ; and therefore the Apoftle has al¬ 
ways his eye upon both ; for the convidtion and 
comfort hoth of Jew and Gentile. 

9 Cometh this bleflednefs then upon the 
circumcilion only, or upon the uncircum¬ 
cifion alfo? For we fay that faith was rec¬ 
koned to Abraham for righteoufnefs. 

10 How was it then reckoned? when he 
was in circumcifion, or in uncircumcifion ? 
not in circumcifion, but in uncircumcifion. 

n And he received the hgn of circum¬ 
cifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs of the faith 
which he had yet being uncircumcifed : that 
he might be the father of all them that be¬ 
lieve, though they be not circumcifed j that 
righteoufnefs might be imputed unto them 
alfo : 

12 And thefather of circumcifion to them 
who are not of the circumcifion only, but 
alfo walk in the fteps of that faith of our 
father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcifed. 


From 
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From all which it evidently appears, that any 
peculiar, foie claim of the Jews to the bldTcd- 
nefs of Abraham on account of circumcifion, and 
becaufe they only had the feal of the covenant, 
is quite out of the queltion ; for that Abraham 
himfelf was juftified before he was circumcifed, 
and therefore the want of circumcifion can be no 
bar in others to the imputation of the fame righ- 
teoulnefs, by the fame faith to which it was im¬ 
puted in him, and to which only it can be im¬ 
puted in any. 

i 3 For the promife that he fhould be the 
heir of the world, [the common father of 
all believers, in whom the promife was veft- 
ed, to be conveyed to them as their inheri¬ 
tance] was not to Abraham, or to his feed 
through the law, [to his natural defendants 
in virtue of their being under the law, which 
he himfelf had not] but through the righte- 
oufnefs of faith. [Clofing with the promife, 
and accounting that, and that only, to be 
righteoufnefs, which God appoints, and 
offers freely to all as fuch.] 

14. For if they which are of the law [of 
Mofes] be heirs, [in virtue of their being 
under that law, and they only] faith is made 

F void. 
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void, [is quite fhut out from the office of 
juftifying] and the promife made of none 
effect. [Since they need it not, if they can 
make good their claim to a juftifying righ- 
teoufnefs without it, and the other nations 
of the world, to whom it equally belongs 
can have no benefit of it.] 

15 Becaufe the law [defining fin, and its 
punifhment] worketh wrath: [by being 
broken] for where no law is, there is no 
tranfgreflion. [So that the cafe of the Jews 
having a law particularly given to them, 
trufting in an obedience to it which they had 
not, and rejecting the promife of life by 
faith, was not better, but worfe in this re- 
fpedt than that of others.] 

16 Therefore it [the promife] is of faith 
[made to faith, and to nothing elfe] that it 
might be by grace; [utterly excluding all 
merit or pretence ofboafting, in man, and 
alfo] to the end the promife might be fure 
to all the feed, [as it may be by faith, receiv¬ 
ing it as a gift from God, but never can by 
works] not to that only which is of the law, 
[the Jews] but to that alfo which is of the 
faith of Abraham, [whether Jews or Gen¬ 
tiles] 
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tiles] who is the father of us all. [In the 
example of his faith, and in the grant of an 
imputed righteoufnefs.] 

17 As it is written, I have made thee a 
father of many nations, [in a fpiritual fenfe j 
for fo it appears that Gen. xvii. 5. is to be 
underftood and think here what a depth 
there is in the words of fcripture] before 
him [in the fight and purpofe of God] whom 
he believed, even God, who quickeneth 
the dead, [mankind dead in trefpafles and 
fins, by his covenant of life] and calleth 
thofe things which be not [mere nothings; 
you who read this, as to any power of railing 
yourfelf out of your dead Rate to a right of 
fonihip, and inheritance of the promife 
through Abraham] as though they were: 
[and certainly are, what in his grace, fore- 
knowlege, and purpofe, he is pleafed to make 
them.] 

18 Who againft hope believed in hope, 
[great comfort in the words, againjl hope , 
for man always finful] that he might become 
the father of many nations; [of all, in every 
nation, believing like him] according to that 

f 2 which 
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which was fpoken, fo fhall thy feed be. [As 
the ftars in number, Gen. xv. 5.] 

19 And being not weak in faith, [when 
you know what fm is, and fee your own, 
you will be hard put to it to keep your faith 
of plenary remiffion up to Abraham’s 
ftrength] he confidered not his own body 
now dead, when he was about an hundred 
years old, neither yet the deadnefs of Sarah’s 
womb. [Make the application as you go 
along: there is the fame natural impoffibi- 
lity of reftoration to the favour of God, in 
the cafe of a (inner, by any works or endea¬ 
vours of his own.] 

20 He daggered not at the promife of 
God through unbelief j [poor foul! often 
doft thou dagger at the promife, and add 
to thy fins by railing up a multitude of doubts 
and fears againft the promife, grace, and 
truth of God] but was ftrong in faith, giv¬ 
ing glory to God: [it is the excellence of 
faith to fet the promife of God againft all 
difficulties, and give him the whole glory 
of our falvation.] 

21 And being fully perfuaded, that what 
he had promifed, he was alfo able to per¬ 
form. 
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form [So that faith, fimply confidered, 
is neither more nor lefs than believing God 
fully on his word, or that he gives us a right 
to, and will certainly perform what he pro- 
mifes. But where would Abraham’s faith 
have been, if he had concluded againft his 
right in the promife, without a further, in¬ 
ward aflurance, as the only feal of it? the 
plain meaning of thofe who teach this doc¬ 
trine, whether they mean it or not, is, that 
the word of God is not enough.] 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him 
for righteoufnefs. [Obferve, not as being 
actually his own, for that could only be by 
faultlefs works; but imputed to him for, 
or inftead of it. The righteoufnefs is God’s 
orChrift’s, and faith only the empty hand 
which receives it. Obferve likewiie how 
often the word imputed is repeated, and 
how precifely the meaning of it fixed, in this 
chapter.] 

23 Now it was not written for his fake 
alone, that it was imputed to him; 

24 But for ours alfo, to whom it (hall 
be imputed, if we believe in him that raifed 
up Jelus our Lord from the dead, [and with 
him all believers, as members of his body ] 

f 3 25 \\ ho 
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25 Who was delivered for our offences, 
[not otherwife to be expiated, not by any 
repentance, will, or works of man] and was 
raifed again for our juftification. [Both to 
complete it in his own perfon, and for the 
full aflurance of our faith that he had finifti- 
ed the work which the Father gave him to 
do, by his refurredtion from the dead.] 

The blefled Apoftle has not yet retrafted, nor 
faid any thing to foften an aflertion, which in 
its pure nakednefs, and fimplicity of meaning, 
is very offenfive to many of his Readers. Pof- 
fibly, your heart is rifing up againft it. But be¬ 
fore you rejeft, or explain away his grand con- 
clufion, that we are juftified. by faith without 
the deeds of the law, confider what ground you 
have to fet your foot on in the want of it, and 
what you will gain by turning afide to other 
expedients. He certainly labours hard, and 
reafons clofely, to eftablifh fome great Gofpel- 
truth 5 and whatever it is, no lefs evidently de¬ 
pends upon the right knowlege and belief of 
it than our juftification, peace of confcience, 
and acceptance with God. To raife our hearts 
to a chearful truft and confidence in the God of 
our falvation, and enfure the blefled relief he is 
Ipeaking of, in all its fulnefs to a finful world, 

he 
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he fays, it is of faith, that it might be by grace. 
Which is very clear and intelligible, if we flip- 
pole that the fovereignty, good pleafure, and 
rich mercy of God, is here held forth to us as 
the great fee urity _ again ft all our fears; but 
dwindles into nothing, if the aid of works is to 
be called in to fupply the deficiency of that 
grace. What are thofe works ? Completely 
good ? If they are, they will certainly juftify 
themfelves to a righteous God, who will not di- 
minifh one jot from the perfection of them, nor 
make us debtors to him for a grace we do not 
want. If they are not, the defert of all, and 
everv one of them, according to the ItriCt terms 
of law and juftice, is condemnation : and how 
then can they be pleaded in fupport of our title 
to his favour ? On account of their fincerity ? 
You miftake ; that word is neither Law nor Gof- 
pel. The Law fays; Do this , and live ; the Gof- 
pel fays. Believe in the Lord Jefus Chriji , and thou 
Jhalt be faved ; but though fincerity is a jewel, 
neither of them fay a word of it as our righteouf- 
nefs, or covenant-title to junification. The 
Gofpel finds us (lain by the Law, carries on its 
deadly minifiration in acknowleging the juftice 
of its fentence, and then comes to us with an 
offer of life ; but cannot pofilhly allow our works 
to be what they are not, nor admit the plea of 
f 4 fincerity, 
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fincericy, either before or after faith, as a com- 
penfation for the defedt of them. And therefore 
the Compilers of the Articles and Homilies 
of the Church of England , with the generality 
of the Reformers in other countries, judged it 
neceflary to underftand the dodtrine of St Paul 
as excluding works of all kinds from the office 
of j uftification ; becaufe, however fincere, yet 
as having confeffedly fome mixture of evil in 
them, they need a pardon, and mult all be given 
up to mercy. The reafon of which is founded 
jn the unchangeable, inexorable nature of the di¬ 
vine Law, which cannot bend to the crooked- 
nefs of man without deftroying itfelf. If it was 
once fuppofed, that it might be difpenfed with, 
or broken with impunity, in any one inftance, 
it may eafily be judged what ufe would be made 
of this liberty, to the advancing of enalefs pleas 
for indulgence againft the authority and com¬ 
mands of God. But will not the opinion of fal- 
vation by faith without works, I mean without 
aferibing to them a jpftifying power, be more 
abufed, and open a door to much greater licen- 
tioufnefs ? It is hard to fay what may not be 
abufed in the hands of fuch a creature as man ■, 
but the dodtrine has a quite different tendency ; 
and if you will have patience with the Apcftle 
only through one chapter more, he will meet 

with 
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with this very objefrion, which was thrown in 
his way with an air of triumph, and you will 
perceive to be as old as the preaching of the 
Gofpel. 


CHAP. V. 

1 ^Herefore being julVified[abfolved from 
the guilt of fin, and accounted juft] 
by faith, [and by nothing elfe] we have peace 
with God, [firft and laft, in life and death] 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift, [the pur- 
chafer of it, and theLordour righteoufnefs.] 
2 By whom alfo [perhaps the meaning 
is, in the drawing of his Spirit, if this verie 
is any thing more than a repetition and in¬ 
culcation of the foregoing, the doctrine of 
which, as being the fum and fubftance of 
theGofpel, cannot be repeated too often, nor 
too vehemently inculcated] we have accefs 
by faith [neither is the repetition of the word 
faith to be overlooked, for we are flow of 
belief in the point, and all depends upon it] 
into this grace wherein we ftand, [and with 
God’s help refolve to ftand fall; knowing 
that peace with God is by juftification, juf- 
tification through Jefus Chrift, and all of 

grace] 
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grace] and rejoice [on fure grounds, the 
divine word and promife] in hope of the 
glory of God. [Of feeing God in his glory; 
not by works of righteoufnefs which we 
have done, but according to his mercy.] 

3 And not only fo, but we glory in tri¬ 
bulation alfo; [hard as it is to flefh and 
blood fo to glory. The Apoftle feems in 
hade to clear his dottrine of any imputation 
which might be caft upon it, by difplaying 
the wonders which faith can do, far beyond 
any other principle] knowingthat tribulation 
worketh patience; [not otherwife to be 
attained.] 

4 And patience, experience; [of the 
great change wrought in us, and of the di¬ 
vine prefence in ourfupport] and experience, 
hope: [from the proof of faith in its fruits] 

5 And hope maketh not afhamed, [can¬ 
not be fruftrated, nor deceive us. And the 
reafon immediately given why it cannot, 
muft be well obferved, and remembered] 
becaufe the love of God [in the freedom and 
fulnefs of his grace in Jefus Chrift] is fhed 
abroad in our hearts [the full belief, lively 
fenfe, and joyful perfuafion of it] by the 

holy 
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holy Ghoft which is given unto us. [Ena¬ 
bling us to fay that Jefus is the Lord, and 
reft on him crucified for falvation. O fear¬ 
ful, dejefted Chriftian, thou who knoweft 
the greatnefs of that falvation, and thy own 
great want of it, and wouldeft take a gift 
of value at once from the hand of man, why 
doft thou not receive and welcome it ? Thou, 
whom the Spirit has brought to the door of 
faith, why doft thou not enter in ? Charge 
it upon thy foul to give glory to God, by 
believing his word and promife; open all 
thy heart to his love, let it fpring forward 
to meet his Chrift. Rejoice in the Lord; 
the meaning is, to day, and every day of 
thy life.] 

6 For when we were yet without ftrength, 
[the will to forfake, or power to atone for 
fin, and undo the unhappy effefts of it] in 
due time [God’s appointed, beft time] 
Chrift died for the ungodly. [Never be fo 
foolilli as to make the remainder of fin in 
thee, or thy being ungodly, a reafon why 
Chrift did not die for thee. Try what it 
is to believe in him for remiflion, without 
knowing and thinking thyfelf to be fo.] 


For 
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7 For fcarcely for a righteous man will 
one die: yet peradventure [one, or more 
inftances of this may be found, perhaps it 
may be fo that] for a good [or righteous] 
man fome would even dare to die. [It is 
not neceffary to fuppofe that the word good 
contains any thing more in it than the word 
righteous. ] 

8 But God commendeth his love towards 
us, [Ihews it to the greateft advantage, be¬ 
yond our thoughts, beyond our hopes, be¬ 
yond all our praifes] in that while we were 
yet finners [a word big with deftru&ion, 
notwithftanding that fin in common efteem 
is a harmlefs thing; and efpecially, moft 
men, if they fuppofe they have but a little 
of it, think they have nothing to fear] Chrift 
died for us. [For all; for the bell man 
that ever lived.] 

9 Much more then, being now j unified 
by his blood, [and therefore clean in God’s 
fight] we fliall be faved from wrath through 
him. [In our new Hate of juftification, we 
can have no doubt of God’s good will to us, 
and intention to fave us for his fake, as the 
purchafe of his blood.] 


ic For 
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10 For if when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son : [the foie procuring caufe of his favour 
to the powerlefs, ungodly, tinners, enemies. 
Keep your eye Readily fixed upon thefe cha¬ 
racters, and that death] much more being 
reconciled, we lhall be faved by his life. 
[Believers, as members of his body, being 
partakers of his refurreftion, difchai^ed 
from the debt of fin by that a£l, as it were an 
inRrument put into their hands, and in him 
alive unto God ; his refurreftion to life be¬ 
ing folely for their benefit, and as certainly 
theirs as it was his.] 

11 And not only fo, [we not only glory 
in tribulation, 6?c.] but weallo joy in God, 
[with a well-grounded afiurance, and far 
beyond what any, either Jews or Gentiles, 
could do without the knowlege of God in 
Chriffi. Or, if the Apofile is here advanc¬ 
ing a Rep farther, as it fhould feem, and 
intended to affirm fomething Rill greater 
of the mighty power of faith, the meaning 
may be, that we alfo joy in God as our trea- 
fure and portion, the great objedt of our 
wilhes, and fupreme delight of our fouls] 

through 
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through our Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom 
we have now received the atonement. [Per¬ 
fect reconciliation through his blood j kind¬ 
ling our love to God, ravi filing our affec¬ 
tions, and by a fweet force engaging us to 
make a full and free furrender of our hearts 
to him.] 

If thefe are fome of the genuine fruits of the 
peace of God ruling in the heart, let none dis¬ 
parage the faith by which we receive it in its 
glorious, happy fulnefs, as an enemy to good 
works, or what is better, real holinefs, till they 
can find in all the flores of human wifdom a bet¬ 
ter reafon, or ftronger motive for the truth of 
inward renovation, than the love of God in our 
redemption by Jefus Chrift. How necefiary that 
redemption was, may be farther underftood 
from the confideration of the ftate of mankind, 
as fallen and loft in Adam ; the truth and im¬ 
portance of which doctrine, or the nature and 
confequences of the firft man’s fin, the Apoftle 
next eftablifiieth, in order to fhew the agreement 
there is in the manner of our Fall and Reftora- 
tion, by two common Heads, orReprefentatives, 
Adam and Chrift. The man who would attempt 
to explain this myftery, fo as to make it clear to 
every underftanding, and free it from all the 

difficulties 
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difficulties which may be raifed againft it, will 
certainly lole his labour. To thofe who acquiefce 
in the truth of fcripture, and are content to be 
taught of God, the matter is thus reprefented. 

12 Wherefore, [to prove and illuftrate 
the neceffity of univerfal redemption by 
Chrift, it is to be well confidered that] as 
by one man fin entered into the world, and 
death [not only the death of the body, but 
lofs of happinefs for ever] by fin; and 
fo death paffed upon all men, for that all 
have finned. [Which the Apoftle here al¬ 
leges as proved, by their being involved in 
the confequences of that fin : fo anfwerably 
to this, and fully to undo the effedts of it, 
by one man lighteoufneis came to the world, 
and life eternal by righteoufnefs, for that all 
in and through him are juftified, in like 
manner as they were condemned in Adam.] 

13 For until the law, [given by Mofes, 
and re-enafting death as the punilhment of 
fin] fin was in the world: [reigning unto 
death in every fenfe of the word, death tem¬ 
poral, fpiritual, and eternal] but fin is not 
imputed [to condemnation, in a certain pe¬ 
nalty] 
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nalty] when there is no law. [Fixing that 
penalty; which never was the cafe, before 
Mofes, but in that given to Adam ] 

14 Neverthelefs, death reigned from A- 
dam to Mofes, [and therefore that men died 
in the mean while, was, though defervedly, 
yet not, ftridlly fpeaking, in confequence of 
their own fins, but of the fentence pafled 
upon all in Adam] even over them who 
had not finned [fo as perfonally to incur 
the penalty of a law which was not perfonally 
given to them ; but neverthelefs death reign¬ 
ed over them] after the fimilitude of Adam’s 
tranfgreffion, [as much as if it had been 
their own] who is the figure of him that was 
to come: [Jefus Chrift, the common head 
and father of mankind in a law, or cove¬ 
nant of mercy, and (landing to us in the 
fame relation for life as our firfl father did 
for death.] 

15 But [notwithftanding the general fi¬ 
militude of the two cafes, yet now mark the 
happy difference, for] not as the offence, fo 
alfo is the free gift. [Exa£tly anfwerable to 
that one offence, and no more. For fup- 

pofing 
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pofing that we are releafed from the guilt of 
Adam’s fin, yet what lhall we do with the 
countiefs fum of our own? fin being always 
fin, and all fin expofing us to the difplea- 
fure of God ; which in what follows is ne- 
cefiarily implied in order to a right flaring of 
the difference between ourlofs by the Fall, 
and the benefits we have by Chrift] for if 
through the offence of one, many [nil the 
race of mankind] be dead; [under a ren¬ 
te nee of death] much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one 
man, Jefus Chrift, hath abounded unto 
many. [To all who receive it in penitence, 
and faith, as their foie relief from defer veil 
condemnation. And the abounding of this 
grace and gift is, in the extent of it, reach¬ 
ing to all our own multiplied tranfgrefiions, 
as well as the remiftion of original fin, and 
taking effefl, notwithftanding the imperfec¬ 
tion of our obedience. Is it indeed the grace 
of God, and all a gift by grace, derived to 
us by the man Jefus Chrift ? Then turn the 
eye of your foul to the hope of the Gofpel, 
and ftand faft here in fulnefs of belief. Your 
obedience is neceffary, but fo defective that 

G it 
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it rmlft be forgiven, and if you plead it for 
life you are undone. God can give a great 
deal to us, but if we pretend to give any 
thing to him, in the way of fatisfaflion to 
juftice, or payment to his law, we relin- 
quilh our claim to the grace which is by 
Jefus Chrift, and the imputation of his 
righteoufnefs.] 

16 And not as it was by one that finned, 
fo is the gift: [releafe only from the guilt of 
that one man’s fin] for the judgment was by 
one [fin] to condemnation j but the free gift 
is of many offences unto j unification. [En¬ 
tire and everlafting, and only by the free 
gift, till we have no fin, or fin has no guilt.] 

17 For if by one man’s offence, death 
reigned by one [man ;] much more they 
which [with faith and thankfulnefs] receive 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righ¬ 
teoufnefs, [let but our wants explain the 
words, and there will be an end of all dif- 
putes. Man’s defective obedience, not very 
properly called fmcerity, can never be any 
part of a juftifying righteoufnefs. And yet 
there is fuch a thing to be had, perfect righ¬ 
teoufnefs wrought for us, freely offered, and 

fully 
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fully infured to us. Hear the words again, 
for they are enough to make every heart 
leap for joy-much more they which receive 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righ- 
teoufnefs] fliall reign in life by one, Jefus 
Chrift. [If the words, reign in life by one, 
Jefus Chrift, do not mean folely by him, 
fully, finally, and for ever, our cafe is ftill 
defperate for any thing we can do to help 
ourfelves. We fhould have been very anxious 
to know that we fhall reign in life, and by 
what means, if we had not been told it ; 
and now that we are, we turn our backs 
upon the glorious difcovery, and with afto- 
nifhing pride, and utter ignorance of the 
will of God for our falvation, look for it 
more in ourfelves than in his gift.] 

To prevent miftake in a point fo difficult to 
be underftood, and yet fo neceflary to be ad¬ 
mitted, of death by one, and complete delive¬ 
rance by one, the Apoftle inculcates it in a va¬ 
riety of expreffions all tending to the fame pur- 
poie, and fo as to leave no room for difbelief or 
cvahon. 


G 2 
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18 Therefore, [to eftablifh this great 
truth, it is affirmed again and again that] as 
by the offence of one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation : even fo by the 
righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon 
all men to juftification of life. 

19 For as by one man’s difobedience many 
were made finners : [as evidently appears 
by their being under condemnation :] fo by 
the obedience of one, fhall many be made 
righteous. [Actually, and pofitively, in 
virtue of that one man’s righteoufnefs, given 
and imputed for juftification unto life, and 
fo made ours as to anfwer all the demands 
of law and juftice.] 

It might be afked, To vjho.t then ferveth the 
law ? If it is to be wholly fet afide in the bufi- 
nefs of juftification, of what ufe is it, and why 
was it given ? To which it is anfwered ; 

20 Moreover, the law entered, [came in 
between the promife of redemption given 
to Adam, and the time of its accomplifh- 
ment by Jefus Chrift] that the offence might 
abound : [not that they to whom it was 
given might fin more and more, but that 

they 
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they might know better what fin is, be 
more convinced of the danger of their condi¬ 
tion by their offences againfl: a pofitive law, 
and driven out of themfelves to feek and 
accept deliverance from it in the way of 
God’s appointing :] but where fin abounded, 
[as it did more elpecially in the Jews, by 
being committed againfl: a plain and exprefs 
law] grace did much more abound : [in the 
forgivenefs of more fin, in the Iree gift of a 
perfedt righteoufnefs.] 

2 i That as fin [whether of the fil'd; man, 
or any others] hath reigned unto death, 
[eternal, without deliverance from it, as 
appears by its oppofite in this verfe] fo 
might grace reign through righteoufnefs 
[through which alone it can reign] unto 
eternal life, by Jefus Chriff our Lord. [In 
whom alone that righteoufnefs is to be found, 
and through whom alone it is derived to 
us.] 

The holy Spirit, in his own method of con¬ 
vincing the world, firft of fin, and then of righ¬ 
teoufnefs, has now by the bleffed Apoftle deli¬ 
vered to us a truth of great importance, full of 

c 3 confolation 
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confolation, and peculiarly fuited to our needs 
as Tinners, that being jujlified by faith , we have 
peace with God through JefusCbrifl our Lord. The 
peace is God’s, of his creating and giving •, and 
man is called upon to receive it thankfully, and 
with an humble faith, but has no more fhare in 
procuring it, than he had in making himfelf. 
Dear foul, underftand; be not unskilful in the 
word of righteoufnefs. What God accounts fuch, 
you have not •, and yet the condition of mankind 
is hopelefs without it. The rule is fixed j the 
law of God is unalterable as himfelf; you have 
not kept it; fin is found upon you : what will 
you do in this extremity ? The Jew pleads his 
relation to Abraham , and looks for a juftifying 
righteoufnefs no where but in his obfervation of 
the law. The generality of Chriftians, exclud¬ 
ing the ceremonial part of the Law, and abfolute, 
unfinning conformity to the Moral, as the con¬ 
dition of acceptance with God, take refuge in 
what they call their Sincerity, as the great point 
of difference betwixt the old and new covenant, 
infill: upon juftification in part by their own obe¬ 
dience, and make no farther ufe of (Thrift and 
his righteoufnefs than to fupply the defect of it. 
St Paul makes no fuch diftinftion ; but from 
the ftate of mankind fallen in Adam, under a 
fentence of death, and always finful, takes oc- 

cafion 



Epijlle to the Romans. 103 

cafion to plead for fuch a remedy as is fuited 
to the urgency of the cafe, declares the nature 
of it as plainly as words can do, and tells us 
precifely both what it is, and what it is not; 
that it is only and altogether the grace of God, 
and the gift of grace, the abundance of grace, 
and of the gift of righteoufneis, by Jefus Chrift, 
to the glory of God, from the bowels of his mer¬ 
cy, and to the utter exclufion of all other pre- 
tenfions, human merit or qualifications, as co¬ 
operating to the fulnefs and perfection of if. 
For whatever attainments one man may have 
above another, every man is a finner to God in 
his whole perfon, guilty of the breach of his 
law, Hands condemned by it, and wants a par¬ 
don. If therefore he aflumes any thing to him- 
felf, as a claim to favour, or any ground or part 
of his juftification before God, it muft be in the 
confidence of a lie, and in utter ignorance of the 
ftriftnefs, extent, and purity of the law, which 
in the nature of it can make no allowance for de- 
lefts, or fo much as one aft of diiobedience. 
Keep your thoughts dole to this idea of the di¬ 
vine law, eftablifh it with the Apoftle, as the fa- 
cred, invariable rule by which you are to be tried ; 
and then afk yourfelf what part of your life has been 
anfwerable to it, or what mult infure to you peace 
of mind and confidence in the very beft Hate you 
-ever will be in, but the gift of that righteoufnefs 
c 4 which 
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which you rejeft, or believe only in part ? Con- 
fider that the law broken, fuhjefts the offender 
to punifhment, and delivers him into the hands 
of juftice; confider that a juftifying righteouf- 
nefs cannot poflibly be made up of a mixture of 
fin and holinefs, efpecially where the evil far 
exceeds the good; confider that there can be no 
juftification, or title to an eternal reward, with¬ 
out a pure and fpotlefs righteoufnefs, and you 
will know at once where to look for it; and em¬ 
brace the doftrine of juftification by the imputed 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, with many thankfgivings 
to God, as the very thing you want, the fove- 
reign antidote againft all your fears, and no¬ 
thing lefs than life from the dead. You think 
you have your reafons for referve and caution in 
the matter; and efpecially, that the notion, if 
taken in its full latitude, has a tendency to lay 
men afieep in a dangerous fecurity, and to make 
them fearlefs of fin, or lefs concerned about a 
holinefs of their own, when they are taught to 
place their hopes in that of another. On the 
contrary, it is alleged, that there is a very clofe 
connexion between the dotftrinc of juftification 
by an imputed righteoufnefs, and holinefs of 
life : that the facrednefs of the law, the evil and 
danger of fin, and the holinefs and purity of 
the divine nature, are thereby repiefented in the 
ftrongeft point of light, and with the greateft 

fulnefs 
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fulnefs of conviction : that repentance will be 
begun and perfected, and a fincere defire of uni- 
verlal conformity to the will of God, from pure 
motives of love and gratitude, fpring up in the 
foul, juft in proportion as the gift is acknow- 
ieged, and the greatnefs of it believed. There 
is certainly a ftrong bond in the cafe ; and un- 
lefs vou will affirm that benefits of the higheft 
kind, and wholly undeferved, weaken the fenfe 
of obligation, or that things work juft a diffe¬ 
rent way where God is concerned, from what they 
do between man and man •, you mull allow that 
there never was a more powerful call to the 
heart, nor a ftronger reafon offered to mankind 
for their obedience, than the love of God in the 
acceptance of Tinners, condemned, and helplefs, 
to a ftate of favour, lonffiip, and a right to eter¬ 
nal life, by the facrifice and obedience of Jefus 
Chrift. Let us now attend to the Apoftle’s an- 
fwer to the objection; for it begun with his 
preaching; and the doctrine he fo zealoufly 
maintains, as the great benefit we have by Cnrift, 
and the foul’s joy, reft, and fecurity, is (till, 
generally fpeaking, but half underftood, treated 
by Tome with coldnefs and indifference, and re¬ 
jected with abhorrence by others. 


CHAP. 
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. w HAT fhall we fay then? [con¬ 
cerning the tendency of the doc¬ 
trine here advanced, of righteoufnefs and 
falvation by grace, without the deeds of the 
law, that is, without any defert, legal or 
equitable claim on the part of man, and 
folely by the grace of God ?] fhall we [there¬ 
fore] continue in fin, that grace [or mercy] 
may abound ? [and God be more glorified 
in the forgivenefs of it ? to which the Apoftle 
anfwers with holy indignation.] 

2 God forbid: [and the defign of this 
chapter is to fhew that the dofhine when 
rightly underftood muft necefiarily have a 
quite different effcd.] 

The objeftion, it muft be owned, is formi¬ 
dable, and required a careful anfwer. But now 
obferve that the ftrength of it confifts altogether 
in the fuppofition that he really did teach and 
eftablifh falvation by grace, or the imputed righ- 
tecrufnefs of Chrift, through faith, in the plain, 
fimple meaning of the words, and to the exclu- 
fion of all human righteoufnefs, works, or me¬ 
rit, from any lhare in our juftification. For if 

he 
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if he had intended folely, or chiefly, to exclude 
works done before faith, or works of the cere¬ 
monial law, and not all works whatever, from 
the office of juftification, there could have been 
no room for the obje&ion j and now, if ever, was 
the time for him to have had recourfe to fuch 
diftindions, and ftrike at the root of this preju¬ 
dice, by denying the ground of ir. He was hard 
pulhed, and might have replied that his mean¬ 
ing was miftaken. He certainly would have faid, 
as fome of his Expofitors have done fince, that 
doing is all ; or that juftification unto life, was 
not to be underftood as if it was all Chrift’s work, 
but in part the refult of our own obedience ; or 
that, according to the tenor of the new Covenant, 
fincenty will be accounted to men for righteouf- 
ncl's; or that Faith is chiefly fubmifllon to the 
doctrine of Chrift, in oppofition to all other re¬ 
ligions, or that the great defign of the Gofpel 
was to teach mankind a more pure morality, and 
furniffi them with better helps for obedience, 
than they had before. O Jefus! guide my heart 
and pen. Let me not lofe my portion in thee, 
by diminiffiing from the facrednels of thy law, 
ftiuuing my eyes againfl: thy light, refufing thy. 
'defied helps, or denying any part of thy truth. 
1 believe that fincerity is precious in the fight of 
God ; I believe that without bolinefs no man JJ:all 
fee the Lord > I know the difciples of Chrift can¬ 
not 
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not (hew their love to him but by keeping his 
commandments; I believe that perfedt confor¬ 
mity to the will of God is the glory of angels, 
that we are redeemed to it, and for it, and that 
he who comes neareft to it is the happieft man in 
this world ; I believe that the great inquiry at 
laft will be into the reality and foundnefs of our 
faith, as manifested by its fruits. But then it 
is alfo evident, that a fenfe of God’s peace, and 
the love of (Thrift, faving us from the curie of 
fin, and working out a perfedt righteoufnefs for 
us to appear in before God, is firft in the order ot 
evangelical Dodtrine, and that if this foundation 
is not laid, no lively obedience will follow. The 
Gofpel does teach a pure morality, from a right 
knowledge of God ; Chrift does bind the yoke of 
his commandments upon the necks ofhisdifci- 
ples, and the Spirit is given to make it eafy, by 
making it their free choice, and binding it upon 
their hearts. The Apoftle faithfully carries on 
this defign, requires the utmoft fincerity of en¬ 
deavour, and inculcates the entire mortification 
of fin he is more for doing, in this very chapter, 
than perhaps the generality of his Readers will 
think either reafonable or pofiible. But then 
he lays the foundation of all this where it only 
can be laid, in Chrift our life •, and anfwers the 
objedtion now before us, not by denying any 
part of the dodtrine he had delivered, not by 

flinching 
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flinching from his teftimony, not by fecreting 
or invalidating the great Gofpel-truth of peace 
with God, righteoufnefs and falvation by Jefus 
Cliriif, as the hope, comfort, and foie relief of 
condemned finners; but by reprefenting the 
death ofChrift; and the benefit we have by it, 
as our death unto fin ; firfl: to the guilt and con¬ 
demnation of it in him, and then, by a due con- 
lideration of its accurfed nature as manifefted 
in his death, to the power of it in ourfelves. 

—How fliall we that are dead to fin, live 
any longer therein ? [dead to fin by the 
death of Chrift: we, as members of his bo¬ 
dy, dying, and paying the debt of fin in, 
and with him. Can yon, fays he, be igno¬ 
rant of this fundamental point of Chriftian 
doftrine ?] 

3 Know ye not, that fo many of us as 
were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were bap¬ 
tized into [the faving efficacy of] his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptifm into death : [the virtue and reality 
of it, in refpeift of condemnation, and as if 
it had been our own offering for fin. This 
then is the ground of the Apoftle’s exhorta¬ 
tion, and not, as is commonly fuppofed, 

any 
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any part of the exhortation itfelf. The ufe 
and improvement next follows] that like as 
Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the 
glory [glorious grace and power] of the 
Father, even fo we alfo fhould walk in new- 
nefs of lift*. [As men dead to their former 
ftate, and that in order to their refurrettion 
to a new and quite different kind of life.] 

5 For if we have been planted together in 
the likenefs of his death : [affuredly believ¬ 
ing it to be our own death to the guilt of fin, 
and that the law has no more right to ac- 
cufe or condemn us, than it has over dead 
men] we fhall be [we (hall think ourfelves 
ftrongly obliged to be; if we are true believ¬ 
ers, we fhall be] alfo in the likenefs of his 
refurredfion: [to a victory over fin.] 

6 Knowing this, that our old man is cru¬ 
cified with him, [favingly > both to the fa- 
tisfadfion of the divine jufficc, and the de- 
ffrudion, or difappearing of the old nature] 
that the body of fin might be deffroyed, [to¬ 
tally, and in all refpe&s, as by death] that 
henceforth we fhould not ferve fin. [Any 
more than if we were actually dead.] 

7 For 
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7 For he that is dead, [as we are in 
Chrift, if we know what it is to believe in 
him] is freed from fin. [The power of cor¬ 
ruption is at an end, and the will of finning 
is dead with the man.] 

3 Now if we be dead with Chrift, we be¬ 
lieve that we lhall alfo live with him : [that 
our death in and with him is in order to a 
refurredion {late of holinefs and purity, as 
his was to glory, once for all.] 

9 Knowing that Chaift being raifed from 
the dead, dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him. 

10 For in that he died, he died unto fin 
[was {lain by it, and for it] once ; [only] . 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
[Never to die for fin again.] 

11 Likewife reckon ye yourfelves to be 
dead indeed unto fin ; [to the condemnation 
of it: no more obnoxious to its curfe than 
if ve were adually dead, and for ever inca¬ 
pable of committing it] but alive unto God 
[in the power of a new obedience, and both] 
through Jefus Chrift ©ur Lord. 


12 Let 
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12 Let not fin therefore reign in your 
mortal [or now dead] body, that ye Ihould 
obey it in the lufts thereof. 

J3 Neither yield ye your members as 
inftruments of unrighteoufnels unto fin: 
but yield yourlelves unto God, [the devoted 
fubje&s of his grace, and enabled lb to efier 
up yourlelves] as thofe that arc alive from 
the dead ; [from death and condemnation, 
through faith in his mercy] and your mem¬ 
bers as inftruments of righteoufnefs [both 
that you are inverted with, and that righ¬ 
teous practice which is required of you] un¬ 
to holinefs, [in yourfelvcs.] 

14 For fin fhall not have dominion over 
you: [either to condemn, or enfiave you] 
for ye are not under the law, [bound to 
the rigour of it, working for life, and con¬ 
tinually tormented with the fear of death 
for every defeft] but under grace. [Releaf¬ 
ing you from this hard condition, to perform 
a free and acceptable fervice. That this is 
the meaning of the words, appears from 
the whole tenor of the Apoftle’s difeourfe, 
and efpecially from the following verfe.] 

15 What 
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15 What then? fhall we fin, becaufe 
we are not under the law, [of works, as a 
covenant of life] but under grace ? [abolilh- 
ing that covenant, introducing a better hope, 
and eltablilhing our peace on the mercy of 
God, and the merits ot'Chrift] God forbid. 
[Far be luch a thought from the heart of 
every believer.] 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourfelves fervants to obey, his fervants ye 
are to whom ye obey ; whether of fin unto 
death, [the certain confequence of fin, in all 
men, in all ftates, under all covenants, if 
its lervice is chofen, if there is not a relo- 
lute turning from it] or of obedience unto 
[a profefled fubjeCtion to the law of J righte- 
oufnefs ? [Allis in the yielding, or bent of 
the will. Sin is always death ■, and though 
obedience of itfelfis not life, becaufe attend¬ 
ed with imperfection, it is the fruit and 
proof of it, and our inclining to it, and pro- 
grefsin it, will have a happy ilTue.] 

17 But God be thanked, that ye [who] 
were the fervants of fin ; are now no longer 
euliaved to it] but [that] ye have obeyed 
from the heart [received with full affurance 

H of 
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of faith] that form of dodtrine which was 
delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from fin, [from 
the curfe of it, by their baptifm into the 
death of Chrift:, the chief point of that form 
of doctrine which was delivered them] ye 
became the fervants of righteoufnefs. [Un¬ 
der him who bought and made you free for 
this end.] 

Note, the Apoltle does not affirm that they 
were actually free from all fin but is here all 
along exhorting them to a total conqueft of it, 
from the confideration of their being freed from 
the condemning power of ic by Chrift. 

19 I fpeak after the manner of men, [ac¬ 
cording to the truth of your condition, a9 
men; that is, what I am repeatedly faying 
of your bondage to fin, is univerfally man’s 
ftate and nature, without and before Chrift, 
and what you cannot but have experience of 
in yourfelves] becaufe of the infirmity of 
your flefh: [now behold your freedom] for 
as ye have yielded your members fervants to 
uncleannefs, and to iniquity unto iniquity > 
even fo now yield your members fervants 

to 
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to righteoufnefs, unto holinefs. [As you 
well may, with the love of God and of Chrift 
working in your hearts. That love draws 
ftrongly; do you yield yourfelves to the 
fweet force of it.] 

20 For when ye were the fervants of fin, 
ye were free from righteoulnefs. [Under 
the power, and wholly at the command of 
another matter.] 

21 What fruit had ye then in thofe things 
whereof ye are now alhamed ? [Mark the 
Chriftian Rate, and the Apoftle’s call to it; 
it is to be alhamed of fin, as the difgrace 
and ruin of our nature] for the end of thofe 
things is death. [Let this be firmly believed, 
and deliverance from the guilt and power of 
fin will be gladly embraced.] 

22 But now being made free from fin; 
[by the grace of God, reconciling you to 
himfelf, and receiving you to the happy con¬ 
dition of his children in Chrift] and become 
fervants to God, [by your profeffion, and 
free choice] ye have [if ye value the blefled 
privilege, and refolve to keep it, ye will have] 
your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever- 
latting life. 


H 2 
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23 For the wages of finis death: [the 
repetition of this great truth, confidering 
how little it was known before the preaching 
oftheGofpel, how weakly it is apprehend¬ 
ed at all times, and that it is the foundation 
of our belief in Chrift, is far from being un- 
neceffary] but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. [The de- 
fign of this Epiftle is to perfuade mankind 
that it IS the gift of God through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord, by faith in him as the 
fountain of life, and the foie pofleffor of a 
juftifying righteoufnefs, and cannot poftibly 
be the defert of our own holinefs ] 

What I would recommend to the Reader’s at¬ 
tention, and defire to have deeply imprefled on 
my own heart, as the refult of this chapter, is 
the believer’s obligation to newnefs of life, and 
the advantage he has for it in the faith of Chrift 
crucified. His death the Apoftle authorizes us 
to call our own, in the fenfe of payment and fa- 
tisfa&ion to juftice; and then, with great force 
of perfuafion, and reafoning peculiarly Chriftian, 
reprefents it as the death of our old ftate in all 
refpe&s, both as deliverance from the condem¬ 
nation of it by our union with the death of Chrift, 
and as death to the corruption of it, in order to 

our 
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our rifing again, and living unto God, after his 
example. You fee therefore where the founda¬ 
tion of your faithful obedience is to be laid, •viz. 
in the great benefit, or falutary effedt of the death 
of Chrift, believers being united to him in it, 
and he by the appointment of God dying, not 
for himfelf, but in our Head, as our Reprefen- 
tative, and to the end that in the account of law 
and juftice his death might be reputed ours, the 
expiation of our fin, difcharge from fuffering, 
and reftoration to the favour of God. Pofiibly 
you may call to mind on this occafion what the 
Apoftle fays, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Other foundation no 
man can lay, than that is laid, which isjefus Chrift ; 
confidered in his grace and love, as paying the 
price of our redemption with his blood, and 
making us partakers of all he did, and fulfered, 
by taking us into himfelf. St Paul is there fpeak- 
ing of the work we are to build upon this foun¬ 
dation i and fuppofes it may be wood, hay, Hub¬ 
ble, as well as gold, filver, and precious Hones. 
For fo long as man is man, and has a liberty of 
fruHrating the grace of God, or improving it to 
the end for which it is given, the dodlrine of 
ialvation by faith in Chrifi, as the foie author 
and worker of it, may be perverted and abuled. 
Purity of heart, holinefs of life, and willing fub- 
jeftion to God, are not the certain and neceilary 
effedts of faith •, if they were, the exhortations 

h 3 of 
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of Scripture, and particularly of this chapter, 
to an entire mortification of fin from the confi- 
deration of the death of Chrift, would be need- 
lefs. But then it may well be affirmed, that 
this is the Spirit’s method of illumination, and 
quickening to ftrength in the inner man ; and 
that there is great force of argument, great ad¬ 
vantage for pure obedience, and a powerful in¬ 
ducement to it, in the belief and acknowlege- 
ment of complete deliverance from the guilt of 
fin, and reftoration to eternal life, by the grace 
of God in Chrift Jefus. And if you are unwill¬ 
ing to admit the operation of this principle, and 
its influence on the heart and pra&ice, confider 
on what grounds, and for what reafons you are 
led to fufpedt the utility of it. You muft either 
allege that the nature of man is fo utterly depraved 
as to be incapable of gratitude; or that God’s 
favours have a different efFeft from the kindnefles 
we do to one another; or that the benefit fup- 
pofed to be conferred, inftcad of engaging to 
obedience, is of fuch a nature as to fruftrate that 
end, by making Chrift the foie procuring caufe 
of our falvation, and dependence on his righte- 
oufnefs and merits, with a renunciation of every 
other claim, the ground of our hope towards 
God. It is acknowleged that the doftrine may 
be abufed; but the confequence drawn from 
hence, either that it is falfe, or not proper to be 

infifted 
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infilled on becaufe of its fuppofed ill tendency, 
muft by no means be admitted. The Deift ob¬ 
jects to the Gofpel-remedy in every fenfe, and 
contends that faith in Chrift for the remiflion of 
fins is prejudicial to the interefts of virtue. But 
I fuppofe you do not think this a reafon for giv¬ 
ing up your faith, and have your anfwer ready-. 
That thereby you have attained to fuch a knowlege 
of the finfulnefs of fin, of the juftice, holinels, 
and love of God, and of the neceffity of holinefs 
in yourfelf, as you could not pofiibly have ac¬ 
quired in any other way and that you regard 
the doftrine as a powerful incitement to unre- 
ferved fubjedlion, grateful obedience, and loyal¬ 
ty of heart. And why then fliould you be afraid 
to view the mercy of redemption in its whole 
extent, or fo far give up the point to the ene¬ 
mies of Revelation, as to own that the fenfe of 
duty, obligation, love to the author of the bene¬ 
fit, is in danger of being loft or impaired by the 
greatnefs of it? Behold! fays St John, calling 
upon us to behold with great admiration, -what 
manner of love the Father hath bejlowed upon , or ma- 
nifefted to, us , that we , fo aftonifhingly unworthy, 
fljould be called , that is, a&ually be, the fons of 
God! And what then ? Is the enemy, the rebel, 
fo pardoned, fo favoured, fo faved, fnatched 
from the brink of hell, and tranftated into God’s 
family and kingdom as a fon, and heir of all the 

h 4 riches 
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riches of it, more corrupted, more undone by 
the grace, and fet at liberty to follow the career 
of his lulls ? The Apoftle thinks not, and ex- 
prefsly mentions the only natural inference which 
can be drawn from the fuperabundant love of 
God —Every man that hath this hope in him, (em¬ 
bracing it on right grounds, fired with the pro- 
fpe< 5 t it fers before him of feeing God as he is, and 
purpofing to retain his hope) furifieth htmfdf, 
even as he is pure, i John iii. i—3. Gratitude 
runs low in the nature of man *, but if there is 
one fpark of it in the heart, the belief of deli¬ 
verance from death, and eternal life merited for 
us by the Son of God, will kindle it into a flame. 
But let that be as it will, if you are ftill refolved 
to take up this prejudice againft the great Scrip¬ 
ture-motive for returning to God, if you can 
perceive no drawing in what it calls the cords of 
a man, and the bonds of love, if the dodtrine of 
falvation by the imputed righteoufnefs of (Thrift, 
including his whole obedience in life and death, 
may be converted into poifon; let the confequence 
be what it will, yet there is no other remedy for 
mankind, unlefs you can plead a perfeft, unfinn¬ 
ing obedience to the lawofGod, in every thought, 
word, and deed, from the time you could dif- 
cern between good and evil, to the lad hour of 
your life. It will be obferved that this is once 
more entring a proteft againft the received notion 

of 
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offincerity, confidered as a mitigation of the ri¬ 
gour of the law, and the peculiar felicity of the 
new covenant. I defire to be fo underftood, if 
the meaning is to put it in the place of Chrift. 
I would gladly be informed in what part of Scrip¬ 
ture God is reprefented as granting any fuch re¬ 
laxation, or difpenfing with the utmoft ftridtnefs 
of obedience, on account of weaknefs in man, 
on any pretence whatfoever; and muft be per¬ 
mitted to fay, over and over again, that the be¬ 
lief of fuch an indulgence would not only be in¬ 
jurious to the unchangeablenefs of the divine 
nature and will, but in effect a total abolition of 
the law, as it would be eftablifhing an opinion 
that it might be broken with impunity, by allow¬ 
ance from God himfelf. Certainly this is not 
eftablifhing the law in its fulnefs and Supreme 
authority, but wretched tampering with it, and 
letting up a claim of human invention, acknow- 
leged defedt, veiled under the decent word Sin¬ 
cerity, inftead of the abfolute performance it 
cannot but alike require at all times from every 
foul of man. O Jefus ! I fee righteoufnefs 
enough in thee to anfwer all the demands of law 
and juftice ! but I fee no fuch thing in myfelfor 
others; and thy Servant Paul has taughc me to 
tremble for my guilt, and appeal from myfelf 
to thee, in the very belt ftateof Sincere obedience 
to which I Shall ever attain. Let thy word, quick 

and 
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and powerful , Jharper than any two-edged fiver d, 
piercing even to the dividing afunder of foul and 
fpir’t, and of the joints and marrow , and difeern- 
ing the thoughts and intents of the heart , lay all 
naked and open within me, as I always am to 
thee. Preferve me from the childifh ignorance 
of looking for falvation in myfelf, or any tning 
but thee; and make my love to thee for the 
great things thou haft done for loft mankind a 
holy fire in my foul burning continually, and 
manifefting itfelf in all fuch a£ts of duty and fi¬ 
delity as thou requireft of me, unfeigned, pure 
obedience, devotion of heart, and the glorious 
liberty of thy children. I know it is faid, that if 
men are taught to place their confidence in the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, they will think it unne- 
ceffary to proceed any farther; and that there¬ 
fore a perfuafion of our reconciliation with God 
is too high a leflbn to be the firft learned in the 
fchool of Chrift, and muft be the refult of our 
attainments, and proficiency in holinefs-, though 
what meafure of it will ferve the purpofe we are 
not told, nor when we may leave off confeffing 
ourfelves to be miferable finners. But if we are 
not to fet out with this perfuafion, (knowlege of 
fin and repentance for it always fuppofed) it is 
hard to fay when we may take it up, or how we 
can make any beginning with Chrift •, certainly 
not under a covenant of works, or without de¬ 
claiming 
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claiming all felf-junifying pretenfions; and I ve¬ 
rily believe, whatever is furmifed to the contrary, 
that none go farther in the practice of an accepta¬ 
ble obedience than the generality of thofe who 
are eftablifhed in the fenfe of God’s peace by 
(Thrift's righteoufnefs, and make it the founda¬ 
tion of all they do. 

TheApoftle having brought his charge againft 
Jews and Gentiles, both as finners themfelves, 
and fallen under a fentence of death in Adam - t 
is now going, with the utmoft fincerity of con- 
feftlon, and true poverty of fpirit, to reprefent 
the ftate of mankind in his own perfon, and by 
a farther difplay of the remainder of fin in the 
beft of men, to evince the neceflity of taking 
refuge in the offer of grace. For if fin is the 
tr.mfgreffion of the law, and the wages of fin is 
death , there is no hope but in his triumphant, 
joyful exclamation, — I thank God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord! 


CHAP. VII. 

1 p^NOW ye not, brethren, for I fpeak 
to them that know the law, [the 
Jews particularly] that the law [all law in 
the nature and reafon of it] hath dominion 
over a man [to bind to obedience, or the 
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fuffering its penalty in cafe of tranfgreflion] 
as long as he liveth? [either He, the man, 
or IT, the law; for it is all one ; and the 
meaning is, that in order to our being freed 
from the condemnation of the law, it muft 
firft lofe its right, either by the death of the 
fubjeft, or extinction of its own authority. 
So that the Apoftle here refumes what he 
had faid in the beginning of the foregoing 
chapter, of our death and burial withChrift; 
to the intent he might confider our new 
ftate in him as the ceffation, or ending of the 
law, and ourfelves as much out of the reach 
of it as dead men are out of the power of 
any law. Which he farther proves and il- 
luftrates by the well known inftance of a 
woman’s being freed from the law of her 
hufband, and at liberty to marry again, in 
cafe of his death.] 

2 For the woman which hath anhufband, 
is bound by the law to her husband fo long 
as he liveth : but if the hulband be dead, 
fhe is loofed from the law of her hufband. 

3 So then, if while her hufband liveth, 
fhe be married to another man, fhe iliall 
be called an adultrefs: but if her hufband 

be 
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be dead, fhe is freed from that law; fo that 
flie is no adultrefs, though Ihe be married 
to another man. 

I conceive the Apoftle’s defign in this fimili- 
tude is to Ihew the abfolute necefluy of the death 
of the law, or our being dead to it, before we 
can be joined to Chrift. O ! what pains are taken 
to conjure up the ghoft of the law, and how 
many miftaken fouls frighten themlelves ali their 
days with the ghaftly apparition of it, inuead of 
feeing it flain by Chrift, and rejoicing over it as 
a dead enemy. Reader, do not here charge me 
with Antinomianifm : I abhor the imputation : 
It is :lie defire of my foul to fay with the Pfal- 
mift, Lord, what love have I unto thy law! I be¬ 
lieve it to be the rule of our duty, and that it 
will be the meafure of our reward or condemna¬ 
tion. I believe from my heart that we are only 
miferable by tranfgrefling it, and can never be 
happy but in conforming to it. But then I tnuft 
learn from St Paul the Spirit’s order of coming 
to the love of it. And I underftand from him 
that I can never look upon it with a friendly eye 
till I fee the fling of death taken out of it, never 
be in a fruit-bearing ftate according to it, nor 
delight in it as a rule, till I am freed from it as 
a covenant. Hear what he fays; and obferve 
how lie applies and improves the notion he had 

advanced 
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advanced of a death of, or to, the law•, for he 
fpeaks of both, and both are little enough to 
confirm us in the belief of our great privilege. 


4 Wherefore, [in like manner] my bre¬ 
thren, ye alfo are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chrift; [of which ye are 
members, and as fuch died with him] that 
ye fhould be married to another, even to 
him who is raifed from the dead, [and ye 
with him] that we Ihould bring forth fruit 
unto God. [In our new ftate of union with 
Chrift by faith 5 which we could not be¬ 
fore.] 

5 For when we were in the flelh, [in a 
legal, or natural ftate only, without faith, 
without Chrift, without the Spirit, left to 
ourfelves, and with no better life nor higher 
principle in us than that of our flelh,. or 
whole nature as men] the motions of fin 
which were by the law, [difeovered, and 
condemned by it, but alive and aftive in 
fpite of it] did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death. [The penalty 
of the law while it is in force as a cove¬ 
nant.]. 


6 But 
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6 But now [mark it well] we are deli- 
vcred from the law, that being dead wherein 
we were held ; [what, delivered from the 
law? and that, becaufe it is dead ? Yes, as 
to the condemning power of it. It is a bold 
word, but apoftolical, and has great comfort 
in it; for if the law lives, we die; and St 
Paul here leads us to conclude that, till we 
conlider it as dead, we {liall never attain to 
life, as that fignifies the offering up of the 
heart to God, and freedom of fpirit in his 
fervice. For it is upon this view of the mat¬ 
ter that he fays] that we Riould lerve in new- 
ncfs of fpirit, [either our own, or of the Spirit, 
the great Agent in the new difpenfation of 
life and peace with God by Jefus Chrift, 
working faith, renovating the affedions, 
and fubduing the ftubbornnefs of the will, 
by a fenfe of mercy] and not in the oldnefs 
of the letter. [Inexorably fevere, working 
wrath, terrifying the confcience, and merely 
a ftate of bondage and flavifh fear ; which 
fpeaks only one language—do this, and live; 
tranfgrefs, and die; but neither helps to obey, 
nor has any word of relief for the poor foul 
in cafe of difobedience.] 


7 What 
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7 What fhall we fay then ? is the law fin r 
[confidering what has been faid of the death 
of the law, or man’s dying to it, the objec¬ 
tion is not impertinent. It might be pre¬ 
fumed that what ftands fo much in the way 
of our falvation, as that it muft of neceftity 
be removed, has fomedefperate malignity in 
it. But this is all miftake j and the anfwer 
is] God forbid. [That any man fhould en¬ 
tertain fuch an opinion of it:] nay, I had not 
known fin [neither fully by the nine fiift com¬ 
mandments, nor what a ftrength and being 
it has in me, nor the great evil and fatal 
confequence of it] but by the law : [defining 
fin, tracing it up to the heart, working 
againft it, and forbidding it on pain of 
death ;] for I had not known luft to be what 
it is, fo prevalent, fo ftubborn, fo deadly] 
except the law [of the tenth commandment, 
and obferve, the moral law] had faid, Thou 
fhalt not covet. [In that one word, covet, 
implying luffing againft the will of God, 
the confcientious examiner of his heart is 
taught to fee a great deal of inordinate felf- 
ifhnefs, and many tempers in himfelf con¬ 
trary to the fpirituality of the law.] 


Stop 
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Stop a while till you have afked yourfelves the 
necefiary queftion, whether you really believe the 
dodtrine of Revelation here delivered, viz. that 
coveting, or evil lulling, is fin, and, according 
to the nature of all fin, gives you up to the de- 
fert of it ? The Apoftle here informs us, that as 
through want of attention to the tenth command- 
ment, and its proper diftindtion from all the reft, 
he continued for a time ignorant of fin, fo it 
never is known, in its root and whole extent, 
without a due confederation of this law. For 
juft in proportion as you admit this point or nor, 
you will either come full into the truth, or turn 
afide to error, receive Chrift in the fulnefs of his 
falvation, or diminifh the glory of it to your own 
great lofs and efpecially, having been accuftom- 
ed to bring only grofs fin to account, and over¬ 
look what the Apoftle knew by the law to be fin, 
and had a piercing view of in himfelf, you will 
be apt to think that he could not poffibly be 
fpeaking of his own condition at the time of writ¬ 
ing this Epiftle. But whether he does or nor, 
I will be bold to fay it is yours at the time of 
reading it, whoever you are ; and perhaps when 
you know what fin is, and where to look for it, 
as well as he did, you will neither be difpofed to 
clear him nor yourfelf. 


I 


8 But 
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8 But fin taking occafion by the com¬ 
mandment, wrought in me all manner of 
concupifcence. [So far was the command 
from controuling, fubduing, and killing fin 
at the root, that it only irritated and inflam¬ 
ed the evil in my nature] for without the 
law [forbidding and condemning] fin was 
dead. [Undifcovered in its feat and princi¬ 
ple, and unknown as to its power, activity, 
and deadly nature.] 

9 For I was alive without the law once : 
[thought myfelf fafe from condemnation, 
before I entered into a due confideration of 
the law, and took an exatt meafure of my¬ 
felf by it, both outwardly and inwardly] but 
when the commandment came, [in its full 
extent, peremptory demand, and certain pe¬ 
nalty] fin revived, [was made apparent to 
my heart and confcience, in the ftrong refin¬ 
ance I difcovered in myfelf to the perfe&ion 
of the command, and want of conformity 
to it] and I [being a tranfgreflor of the com¬ 
mandment] died. [Found myfelf guilty of 
death.] 

This is the trying, turning point: Reader, you 
muft not trifle here. The knowkge of fm by 

the 
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the law, and of death for fin, will lead you to 
your remedy, and make you thankful for it j 
but as lure as you keep off any part of the law 
from your heart and confcience, deny your fin, 
or excenuate the guilt of it, you are in a ftate of 
unbelief, and ignorant both of Law andGofpel. 

10 And the commandment which was or¬ 
dained to life, [if it had been kept] I found 
to be unto death. [Having been broken.] 

11 For fin taking occafion by the com¬ 
mandment, [exerting its ftrength in Ipite of 
the commandment, and raging the more 
for being reftrained] deceived me, [drew 
me into rebellion, as the ferpent did Eve] 
and by it [denouncing death for tramgref- 
fion] flew me. 

12 Wherefore the law is [not fin, as 
might be objected, nor the caufe of fin, but 
holy; [in its nature, end and purpoie] and 
the commandment holy, [in itfelf] juft, as 
coming from God] and good. [For men.] 

13 Was then that which is good, made 
death unto me? [Was it ordained for that 
end, or has it any fuch tendency in itfelf?] 
God forbid. But fin, [which was in me 
before the coming of the law] that it might 

1 2 appear 
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appear fin, [be difcovered to me in its 
ili ength and unconquerable malignity] work¬ 
ing death in me by that which is good; [and 
for that very reafon, becaufeit is good] that 
fin by the commandment [and by ftubbornly 
oppofing itfelf to it] might become exceed¬ 
ing finful. [And be found utterly inexcuf- 
able.] 

14 For we know that the law is fpiritual: 
[holy in its nature, and fearching the 
thoughts and intents of the heart] but I am 
carnal, fold under fin. [Confefs my natu¬ 
ral corruption and weaknefs, and lament it 
as a ftate of hard bondage.] 

You will perhaps be ftartled at this ; and tak¬ 
ing it for granted that you yourfelf are not fold 
under fin, conclude that St Paul could not pof- 
fibly be fpeaking of the ftate he was then in. 
Come therefore to the trial. You think the ftate 
here defcribed much tooabafing for the Apoftle; 
but low as it feems to you, it may be beyond any 
attainments of your own, and a great deal more 
than you can fay for yourfelf. See if you can 
accompany him in what follows. 

15 For that which I do, I allow not: [he 
did what he afterwards faw reafon to con¬ 
demn. 
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demn. What then ? Did he live in grofs, 
open fin of any kind? No, but neverthe- 
lefs he finned, according to the fpiritualitv 
and ftrictnefs of the law. He did before 
Ananias, andconfefied it; ABs 23. he might 
upon other occafions. You would call fuch 
flips venial, or fins of infirmity, and fup- 
pofe they will not be brought to account. 
He durft not; he thought otherwife; he had 
a right knowlege of fin, with a tender feel¬ 
ing of the leaft motions towards it, and in 
caie of tranfgreffion knew of no remedy but 
one.] For what I would, that do I not; [no¬ 
thing is more certain than that he did a great 
deal, and had no fuperior in zeal, labour, 
and felf-denial; and yet he was not fatisfied 
with it as the ground of his hope, and the 
quieting of his confcience. Here the gene¬ 
rality of his Readers will be ready to bring 
him off, as they do themfelves, on the fcore 
of his fincerity. He wants not fuch com¬ 
forters. He is making his way to Chrift 
as faft as he can, through a full confeflion 
of defedt. And if you do not chufeto follow 
him, he will leave you to make the bcft of 
your fine word; for it is nothing elfe but a 

1 3 falle 
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falfe refuge in itfelf, and in the mouths of 
many who make ufe of it, far from being a 
reality.] But what I hate, that I do. [Can 
you fay this ? Hate is a great word, and 
enough to make as great a faint as you can 
fuppofe Paul to have been. Still this would 
not do for him. He is very hard to pleafe 
in his own cafe 1 ; and as a fallen fonofAdam, 
doing at times even what he hated, he has 
not yet found fure footing.] 

16 If then I do that which I would not, 
[not finning grofsly, wilfully, and habitually, 
beware of this miftake] I confent unto the 
law that it is good. [In every refpedt; both 
as regulating the outward behaviour, and 
the inward motions of the heart, and oblige 
ing to punifitment as well as duty. Perhaps 
your confent to the goodnefs of the law does 
not go quite fo far; and yet if you come 
fhort of this knowlege, your underftanding 
of feripture, of Chrifir, of yourfelf, will at 
the belt be very imperfedt] 

17 Now then it is no morel that do it, 
but fin that dwelleth in me. [As a Have 
may be faid not to do what he is confh'ained 
to j neverthelefs, he is Hill a Have, fenfible 

of 
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of his condition, and wants redemption. 
So St Paul groaned under his burden. So 
allChriftians do, and muft groan while they 
are in the body, 2 Cor. v. 4. Rom. viii. 23. 
In the mean time our comfort is, that the 
Sin we feel as our plague and torment, works 
its own cure, by making us long and prepare 
for the time of complete redemption. Only 
let it be carefully obferved, that when the 
Apoftle fays, it is no more I that do it, but 
fin that dwelleth in me, it is not to extenu¬ 
ate the guilt of fin, or furnifli an excufe for 
it; but to (hew that notwithftanding any 
contrary willing, or efforts again If it, it drill 
fubfifts in its root, and is chargeable upon us ; 
and this in order to demonftrate the necedity 
of deliverance from the curfe of fin, or jufti- 
fication unto life by faith in a Redeemer. 
Lord, keep me in the humility of this chap¬ 
ter, and from the Perfection id’s pride of 
thinking that I am not concerned in it.] 
iS Fori know that in me, that is, in my 
flefh [or nature, denominated flefh, as be¬ 
ing the principal feat of corruption] dwelleth 
no good thing: for to will is prefent with 
me, but how to perform that which is good 
1 4 1 find 
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I find not. [Invariably at all times, fully 
and perfe&ly.] 

19 For the good that I would, I do not: 
but the evil which 1 would not, that I do. 
[Where is the man who can fay he does all 
the good he ought, and wilhes to do, and 
none of the evil which he thinks himfelf 
bound, and defires to avoid ? And why then 
may not St Paul be underftood to lay that 
of his own ftate, as he does twice, which 
every other man muft think and fay of him¬ 
felf, and certainly will, the more he knows 
of himfelf, and the nearer he comes to per¬ 
fection r] 

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in 
me. [He confiders himfelf as two different 
perfons, actuated by two contrary natures. 
Good and evil, by a work of divine grace 
were feparated in him, and adverfe to each 
other. His will, more properly himfelf, 
was fteadily on the fide of good, but the evil 
principle Hill fubfifted ; though dying, was 
not dead, clogged his endeavours, and by oc- 
cafionally counteratting his will, bound him 
over to punifhment. Your cafe is not a jot 

better i 
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better; you cannot fay you have no corrup¬ 
tion left, and you muft not plead for the 
hannleflhefs of it. Confefs the truth, and 
own the confequence. Let not the fin of 
nature, fo grievous to theApoftle, and pre- 
fented fo full to your view in his perfon, 
always pal’s for nothing.] 

21 I find then a law, [not in the fenfe 
of right, but ftrength and continuance] 
that when I would do good, evil is prefent 
with me. [Not always, nor generally, to 
prevail; but always prefent, and ready to 
folicit, and if once prevailing, fatal.] 

22 For I delight in the law of God, after 
the inward man. [I fuppofe no unregene¬ 
rate man can fay this.] 

23 But I fee another law in my members, 
warring againft the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, 
which is in my members. [I fuppofe that a 
regenerate man may fay this; not in refpeft 
of the general prevalence, but remainder of 
indwelling fin.] 

We are fo accuftomed to overlook the depra¬ 
vation of nature in coveting, or evil luffing, and 
fo confident that it will not be laid to our charge, 

if 
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if it is in fome me.ifure refitted, and does not ge¬ 
nerally break out into grots ads of tranfgrefTion, 
that for this reafon we do noc underftand the 
Apoftle when he is imputing it to himfelf for 
fin, lamenting h,s bondage under it, exulting in 
the grace that is by Jcftis Chritt, and holding it 
forth to all as the nercffary means of deliverance 
from the guilt that is upon us ; and therefore fly 
to fome other method of interpretation, as fup- 
pofing neither him nor ourfelves to be culpable 
on this account before God, and obnoxious to 
the fentence of his law. It is a hard point of 
Revelation, and requires all his humility to fay; 

24 O wretched man that I am, who fhall 
deliver me from the body of this death! 
[which I feel in myfelf, and know by con¬ 
viction from the Spirit of God to be death. 
The anfwer, if rightly taken, is worth a 
world ; and the blefled Apoftle, ftruck with 
the grace of deliverance, and knowing that 
no words could exprefs it, pours out his 
fenfe of it in a devout ftrain of thankfgiving.] 

25 I thank God, through JefusChrift our 
Lord— 

The important queftion now comes on; What 
does he thank God for ? For a more fpiritual, 

perfeft 
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perfeft obedience throughChrift, fay thofe, who 
fuppofe he has been reprefenting one convinced 
of fin, and ftruggling againft it, but who has not 
yet obtained power over it. And Dr Whitby in 
particular fays, “ that to fuppofe St Paul here 
“ fpeaking in his own perfon, or the perfon of 
“ a regenerate man, is as great an inftance of the 
“ force of prejudice, and heat of oppofuion, to 
“ pervert the plaineft truths as can be haply 
“ produced.” To which it may be replied, I 
hope without prejudice, or heat of oppofition, 
that if the Apoftle is here fuppofed to fpeak of 
complete vidtory over fin in himfelf through Je- 
fusChrift, or power communicated by him-, then 
our falvation by Chrift confifts folely in a new 
and better ftate of holinefs, and he is here made 
to conclude diredtly againft his own aftertion, that 
a man is juftified by faith, without the deeds of the 
law , ch. iii. 28. And then alfo, in humming up 
the great benefit we have by Chrift, ch. viii. 1. 
he makes ufe of the wrong word, and inftead of 
faying, there is now no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrift Jefus , he fhould have faid, there is 
no corruption. But he knew very well what he 
affirmed ; as the Reader will perceive, upon con- 
fidering what was the natural inference to be 
drawn from the foregoing difeourfe, or what is 
properly relief in the cafe as there ftated. I am 
carnal , 1 do not the good I would , I do the evil I 

WOUld 
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would not., &c. that is to fay, “ I am ftill imper- 
“ feft, but not therefore condemned, becaufe 
“ Chrift died for me.”—This is fenfe, this is the 
voice of the Gofpel, and matter of great rejoic¬ 
ing : but not fo, if the Apoftle is here putting 
the cafe of an unregenerate peifon, or one not in 
Chrift, or not yet perfeft in Chrift j for to him, 
upon the luppofition, he had no fuch confolation 
to adminifter, nor could he give him any afiur- 
ance of freedom from condemnation, but by his 
arriving at fuch a ftate of perfeftion, as not to 
ftand in need of a pardon. It is therefore evident, 
that he thanks God for Chrift, as our deliverer, in 
the fenfe he has all along been pleading for and 
eftablilhing, viz. as our atonement and righteouf- 
nefs in himfelf, and not becaufe of any holinefs 
■wrought in us. He knew of no fuch falvation, 
difowned any fuch title to it, looked for it alto¬ 
gether in another way, tells us plainly what he 
wanted, and all want Chrift for, and would not 
have thought himfelf obliged to any man for af- 
cribing any fuch faintfhip to him as would fruf- 
trate the grace of God, and make the death and 
merits of Chrift of no effeft. On the contrary, 
he has been reprefenting himfelf as fold under fin y 
or under the tyranny of an imperious mafter, 
willing indeed to aft in all points agreeably to the 
diflates of law, mind, and confcience, but hin¬ 
dered in fame meafure by indwelling fin, and 

never 
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never attaining to that perfection which the law 
abfolutely requires. Look now at yourfelf, who¬ 
ever you are, and let confcience tell you whether 
you are not the perfon here defcribed. Look 
round about you, and fee whether others of your 
acquaintance, are not in the fame condition. 
Hear what the very beft of them are ready to fay 
of themfelves. Look well at the fcope of the 
Epiftle, confider the grand point to be eftablifh- 
ed in it, of falvation by faith, and then fay whe¬ 
ther St Paul is not evidently fpeaking of himfelf, 
and of all other faints •, or what can be delive¬ 
rance for man always finful, but the free grace 
of God, as exhibited and offered in Jefus Chrift ? 
See your fin, as Paul did, and death for fin, and 
then you will know what obligations you have 
to Chrift, and what he thanked God for. You 
may think, and be very pofitive, that fome ex- 
preffions here made ufe of are neither confiftent 
with a regenerate ftate, nor with what the Apo- 
ftle affirms of himfelf elfewhere ; but fay and do 
what you will, if you are in earneft with theLaw, 
as the declared will of God, and do not deftroy 
the facrednefs of it, and make it bend to your 
corruption, by talking of lefler fins as trifles, 
when it allows of no deviations, you will find the 
truth of them in yourfelf \ a carnal nature, or 
ftubbornnefs of the flefh, keeping you back from 
that perfection of obedience which the law de¬ 
mands. 
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mantfs, and cannot but require on pain of death. 
T'h Apoftle had this knowlege, after his con- 
verfion ; and whoever has not, never yet entered 
upon a ftate of regeneration, as that fignifies be¬ 
ing grafted into Chrift, or receiving him from 
God, as a gift for life. When he declares that 
notwithftanding the remainder of fin in his flefh, 
his will flood in oppofition to it, probably you 
will allow him to fpeak like himfelf. But you 
cannot drive him from his purpofe you can ne¬ 
ver bring him to allow that willing is doing, or 
that the law will be fatisfied with any thing lefs 
than full performance, or that the tranfgreffion 
of it, much or little, is not fin, or that the wages 
of fin is not death. Hefaw the contrary of all 
this with a piercing eye, is labouring with apo- 
ftolic charity to bring you to the fame belief and 
acknowlegement, and if he can but convince you 
of your difeafe, will tell you of a remedy every 
way adequate to it. 

If it is objefted, that though what has been 
repeatedly faid of the ftridlnefs and inexorable 
feverity of the law fhould be allowed its full force 
with regard to the Jews, yet it is not applicable 
to thofe who never were under the law o fMofes- t 
it may be anfwered, that the reafoning on this 
head is not thereby invalidated. For all men 
are under a law of fome kind or other. Chris¬ 
tians take it for granted that they are under a law 

to 
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to G^d, and under that very law, as to the mo¬ 
ral part of it •, and whatever the rule is which any 
think themfelves bound to, nothing but full con¬ 
formity to it can be pleaded for obedience, or 
exempt them from a charge of fin in the breach 
of it. 

Now hear the Apoftle once more fpeaking his 
fenfe of the two oppofite principles in the rege¬ 
nerate, others having only one. 

■-- So then, with the mind I myfelf 

[confent to, and would] ferve the law of 
God: [to fulfil it perfeftly, and according 
to all its demands] but with the flefh, [flefh 
more or lefs till death] the law of fin. [Not 
to live in it, or allow it in any one inftance, 
but fo as that I cannot acquit myfelf of it 
in my very beft eftate, and am under a ne- 
ceflity of looking for help and deliverance 
out of myfelf; my belief of which I have 
already declared, and do again moft joyfully 
and thankfully declare as follows.] 

CHAP. VIII. 

1 ^HERE is therefore now no condem¬ 
nation to them which are in Chrift 
Jefns, [by faith] who walk not after the 

flefh, 
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flefh, [not thinking to put themfelves in a 
juftified ftate by any human, natural endea¬ 
vours, works, or performances ] but after 
the Spirit. [In the belief of the Gofpel ; 
therefore called the Spirit, becaufe He is the 
great Agent in the difpenfation of grace, 
working a perfedt righteoufnefs in Chrift, 
and faith in others to receive it. See how 
evidently and fully the Apoftle explains him- 
felf to this fenfe in the following verfes; 
and conlider how inconfiftently thofe make 
him argue, who interpret walking after the 
Spirit only of an obediential frame of heart. 
Believers do think themfelves obliged fo to 
walk, but it is not the point here infilled 
on. Obferve what he fays:] 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chrift Jefus, [the law fulfilled for life by the 
Spirit in Chrift Jefus, and by him only] hath 
made me free from the law of fin and death. 
[Sin working death, wherever it is found, 
and therefore to every man. Believe this 
firft, or elfe inftead of trufting wholly in 
Chrift for life, you will fly to the vain ex¬ 
pedient of your own righteoufnefs j no mat¬ 
ter how, or by whom it is wrought, if it 

leaves 
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leaves you fhort of that abfolute perfection 
which the law requires for life.] 

3 For what the law could not do, [confer 
a jollifying righteoufnefs] in that it was 
weak [infufncient lor this end ; not from 
any deleft in itfelf, but [through the flelh, 
[corrupt nature, lure to fail in the obedience 
it demands] God fending his own Son, in 
the likenefs of finful flelh, [to be the head 
of redemption to it] and for fin [to purge 
and expiate it] condemned fin in the flefh: 
[difarnied it of its condemning power in the 
fame nature which had finned, by intro¬ 
ducing a perfect righteoufnefs into it.] 

4 That the righteoufnefs of the law might 
be fulfilled [as it mull of all necefilty be ful¬ 
filled] in us, [unable to fulfil it of our- 
felves] who walk not after the flefh, [as 
before explained] but after the Spirit. [Re¬ 
vealing the covenant of grace, uniting us to 
Chrill by faith, and making us partakers 
of all he did and fuffered. Rejedl this me¬ 
thod of falvation, quit this hope, and then 
mark your flate, and know your doom.] 

5 For they that are after the flefh, [that 
is, according to common interpretation, net 

K led 
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led and governed by the Spirit in practice, 
“ ftill under the direction of the flefh, and 
“ its finful appetites,” lays Mr Locke] do 
mind the things of the flefh : [very true; 
but then this is only affirming a thing of 
itfelf, or faying it twice over. And there¬ 
fore to clear St Paul of this abfurdity, we 
fuppofe, that by “ they that are after the 
flefh,” he means thofe who are deflitute of 
faith, or not in Chrift; and of them he 
affirms, that let them pretend or do what 
they will, they are ftill under the prevalence 
of flefh and its appetites, and cannot aft 
from a higher principle, or a nature which 
they have not. And it mull be obferved 
that he is now advancing a ftep farther in 
the doftrine of faith, and, befides the neceffity 
of it in order to junification, fhewing its 
happy effeft as a principle of holinefs] but 
they that are after the Spirit, [in the Spirit’s 
difpenfation of grace, through faith, and 
fav that Jefus is the Lord by the holy Ghofl, 
by whom only they can fay it, mind] the 
things of the Spirit. [Now polfeffing and 
ruling them.] 


6 For 
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6 For to be carnally minded, [without 
faith in Chrift for peace with God, and in¬ 
ward renovation, as being without the Spi¬ 
rit, the foie worker of both] is death; but 
to be fpiritually minded, [enlightened, quick¬ 
ened, and guided by the Spirit] is life and 
peace. 

7 Becaufe the carnal mind [not grofs car¬ 
nality only, of which there can be no doubt} 
but man in his natural, fallen Rate, work¬ 
ing for life of, and from himfelf, without 
any other light, direftionor affiftance, than 
that of his own reafon] is enmity againft God 
[as appears more efpecially when the fpiri- 
tuality of the law, and death for every fin, 
is opened to it] for it is not fubjebt to the 
law of God, [rightly underftood] neither 
indeed can be. [Being as weak as it is cor¬ 
rupt.] 

8 So then they that are in the flefh, [on 
the foundation of nature only, not accepting 
grace, nor taking refuge in Chrift, but truft- 
ing in themfelves] cannot pleafe God. [Be¬ 
caufe without faith it is impoflible to pleafe 
him ; certainly, not by works, if they have 
them not.] 
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9 But ye are not in the flefh, [either de¬ 
nying the purity of the law, or the corrup¬ 
tion and weaknefs of nature, or the guilt of 
fin, or looking for help in yourfelves] but in 
the Spirit, [difcovering to you the truth of 
your condition, and the foie remedy of it] 
iffo be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
[As he mull for your illumination and 
quickening.] Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Chrift, [it was faid before, the Spi¬ 
rit of God ; therefore Chrift is God] he is 
none of his. [Neither united to him by 
faith, nor influenced by his love, nor living 
by his Fule.] 

From the doftrine hitherto advanced by the 
Apoftle, of redemption from the curfe of the 
Fall, difcharge from perfonal guilt, righreoufnefs 
and life by Jefus Chrift, and perfedt reftoration 
to the favour of God, it might be imagined that 
believers are now at lead in as good a condition 
as Adam was in his date of innocence, and in vir¬ 
tue of their union with Chrift, and participation 
of his life, exempt from the neceffity of dying. 
In the two following verfes therefore he obviates 
the miftake of fuppofing that death is abolilhed 
in this fenfe •, and rakes occafion from thence to 
reveal another benefit, and happy confequence 

of 
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of the Spirit’s taking pofleffion of us, viz. his of¬ 
fice and agency in our refurredlion. 

10 And if Chrift be in you, [by his Spi¬ 
rit, with his life, grace, and power, as your 
freedom from condemnation. O that IF!] 
the body is dead [mortal, or fubjedt to the 
law of death] becaufe of fin; [which brought 
death into the world, and is fo far, or with 
refpeft to temporal death, irreverfible in its 
fentence] but the Spirit [of God and of Chrift] 
is life, becaufe of righteoufnefs. [Now com¬ 
municated to the human nature with Chrift, 
in whom alone it is to be found, as a means 
or principle of deliverance from the fpiritual 
death of the foul, and in confequence of it 
from the death of the body in its refurrec- 
tion.] 

11 But if the Spirit of him that raifed up 
Jefus from the dead, dwell in you; he that 
raifed up Jefus from the dead, will alfo 
quicken your mortal bodies, by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you. 

But will not all, whether in Chrift, or not, 
be raifed from the dead ? Yes; blit with tins 
difference, that the wicked will be raifed by the 

k 3 lole 
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foie power of God, to receive their doom ; the 
juft, by his Spirit incorporated into them as a 
leed of life, and who will be the fame quickening 
Spirit to them that he was to Chrift. This is 
merely a point of Revelation and, as an impor¬ 
tant ore, is largely illuftrated, i Cor. xv. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, 
not to the flefh, [the ftate we are in by na¬ 
ture, and which has been declared to be a 
ftate of corruption, guilt, and impotence] 
to live after the flelh. [Either to expecl life 
from its beft efforts, in its higheft condition 
of improvement, or to obey it in the lufts 
thereof.] 

13 For if ye live after the flefli, [out of 
the covenant of grace, without Chrift, and 
holinefs from a root of faith] ye fliall die ; 
[eternally ; flelh, with its weaknefs, and all 
its guilt, original and adual, is your nature 
and character, and nothing that you are or 
do in fuch a ftate will be your reftoration to 
life] but if ye through the Spirit [regenerate, 
and grafted into Chrift by him] do mortify 
the deeds of the body, [as you muft and 
can] ye fhall live. [Be born again to an 
endlefs life, being the children of God by 
adoption, and fimilitude of nature.] 
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14 For as many as are led by the Spirit 
of God, [to the acknowledgement, belief, 
and love of Chrift] they [and they only] 
are the fons of God. [And as fuch, par¬ 
takers of his life and nature, and intitlcd to 
the blellings of his children.] 

15 For ve have not received the fpirit of 
bondage again to fear; [now working for 
life, in your own ftrength, under a perpe¬ 
tual dread, and flavifh tormenting fear of 
coming fhort of it, as all both Jews and 
Gentiles did, and we muff for ever have 
done, without Chrift and his falvation] but 
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, [the 
right, and with it the difpofition of affecti¬ 
onately obedient children] whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. [Glorious privilege ! happy 
change in our condition! and blefled art 
thou, O Reader, if the Spirit of God fpeak- 
ing by St Paul has eftablifhed thee in this 
belief, and made it glad tidings to thy heart. 
For] 

16 The Spirit itfelf [in, and by the word, 
then preached, now written, of righteouf- 
nefs unto life by Jefus Chrift] beareth wit- 
nefs with our fpirit, [receiving that word } 

k 4 it 
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it being his office to imprint this great go (pel 
truth on the heart and confidence, and faith, 
wherever it is, and not otherwife to be 
wrought, proving his operation, and fealing 
to his teftimony] that we [though Tinners, 
and notwithftanding the imperfeftion of 
our very beft eftate] are the children of 
God. 

17 And if children, then heirs j heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Chrift: if To be 
[that we are ordained to] fuffer with him, 
[and whatever our lot is in this world, en¬ 
during it willingly for his Take] that we may 
[and trufting that we fhall] be glorified to¬ 
gether. 

It may be expefted that I (hould fay fomething 
in vindication of the fenfeof this part of the chap¬ 
ter here prefented, as it is not agreeable to the 
common acceptation of it, and will probably be 
cenfured. The general opinion of interpreters 
is, that the Apoftle is now guarding his notion 
of falvation by faith againft abufe, and excluding 
all claim to it without holinefs and purity of life, 
by the operation of the Spirit. It is allowed that 
in part he is, according to his ufual method in 
this Epiftle ; in which he never lofes fight of the 

intereft 
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intereft of holinefs, knowing that his doctrine 
would bereprefented as injurious to it, and there¬ 
fore as he goes along with his argument taking 
all poflible care not to be mifunderitood in this 
refpeft. I hope I fhall not, as having any defign 
to depreciate Chriftian obedience, or weaken the 
obligation to the utmoft fpirituality of it. But 
neverthelefs, it feems to me that he is ftill pro- 
lecuting his main dcfign, and aflerting the necef- 
llty of falvation by the righteoufnefs of faith, call¬ 
ed the Spirit, in oppofition to all felf-juftifying 
fchemes, merit of works, attainments, or obe¬ 
dience of man, in his higheft ftate of perfection, 
called the flefh : and both fo called on the autho¬ 
rity of (Thrift, who fays, 'That which is born of the 
ficjb is flefh , and that which is born of the Spirit is 
fpirit , John iii. 6. excluding the flefh, nature or 
will of man, from any fhare in the new birth, as 
altogether infufficient for this end ; and explain¬ 
ing it by being born again of water and of the Spi¬ 
rit, or being received into the kingdom of hea¬ 
ven, into a new ftate of favour and acceptance 
with God, as his children, by the one baptifm of 
the Spirit for the remiffion of fins. It will be re¬ 
plied, that (Thrift does not there fpeak chiefly of 
wafhing from the guilt and defilement of fin in 
baptifm, nor make the new birth to confift fo 
much in the aft of God’s grace and mercy therein 
fignified to us, as our inward cleanfing, and re¬ 
novation 
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novation to holinefs, by the power of the Spirit; 
whofe office it is to work this great change in the 
foul, to reftore it to life, and qualify it to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, by making it pure 
in itfelf. But let what follows in that chapter be 
confidered, and efpecially what is repeatedly faid 
of God’s giving his only-begotten Son to be be¬ 
lieved in for everlafting life ; and it will appear 
that the being born again of the Spirit, is to be 
underftoodof deliverance from a ftatc of condem¬ 
nation, rather than corruption. Let the fenfe in 
which St Paul generally ufes the words flefh and 
Ipirit be compared with the words of Clirift, and 
they will mutually illuftrate each other, and juf- 
tify, if not enforce the interpretation here given, 
viz. that by the Spirit, in the former part of this 
chapter, •walking after the Spirit, having the Spi¬ 
rit of God and of Cbrijl, living after the Spirit, be¬ 
ing led by the Spirit, the witneffing of the Spirit, is 
chiefly meant the Spirit’s teftimony to the falva- 
tion wrought by Chrift, the covenant of grace, 
or God’s righteoufnefs; and our reception of it 
by faith, in oppofition to the belief of a fufficien- 
cy in man to reverie the fentence of death he is 
under, and reftore himfelf to the favour of God, 
and the hope of eternal life, by any will, works, 
or endeavours of his own j which we fuppole to 
be here principally intended by his walking and 
living after the fleih. To which purpofe it may 

be 
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be proper to allege two or three texts from his 
other Epiftles. 

2 Car. iii. 17. He fays, Now the Lord is that 
Spirit. He had been fhewing the fuperior ex¬ 
cellence of theChriltian difpenlation, or new co¬ 
venant, above that of Mofes. One of which, the 
Law , he calls the killing letter , and the minijlra- 
tion of death and condemnation •> as being fuch in 
the rigour, or ftridt acceptation of it, denounc¬ 
ing death for every fin, and giving the offender 
up to condemnation : the other, or new covenant, 
he calls the Spirit , the minijlraticn of the Spirit, 
the miniftration of righteoufncfs, and coni'equently 
of life and favour, hope towards God, and holy 
boldnefs, with a clear, unveiled fight, and en¬ 
larged profpedt of the manifold bleffings there?- 
by derived to us. And then he fays, the Lord 
((Thrift) is that Spirit , not the third perfon of 
the Trinity, but that which the Spirit minifters 
to us, viz. the great blefiing of freedom from 
condemnation, of life and falvation by Jefus 
Chrift. 

In this view of Chrift, as the author, worker, 
and finifiier of life for mankind, lying under a 
fentence of death, utterly diiabled, and always 
finful, methinks I fee a furpafiing glory, reft for 
the confcience, and full fecurity againfl all our 
fears; which is greatly diminifhed, if not quite 
miftaken by thofe who make our own holinefs, 

as 
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as wrought by the Spirit, the miniftration of righ* 
teoufnefs unto life, and his principal, if not foie 
office in the chriftian difpenfation. Whereas the 
oppofition between letter and Spirit, the minif¬ 
tration of death and condemnation, and the mi¬ 
niftration of righteouinefs, is not founded in any 
man’s difference from his former felf, attainments 
however effedted, abilities however conferred or 
improved; but in the offer of Chrift, and refto- 
ration to life by him, to be received as a gift, 
and gloried in as grace; in oppofition to any 
other method of falvation, or claim of accept¬ 
ance on account of works done by us in obe¬ 
dience to law, which can never be called God’s 
righteoufnefs, fo long as they are imperfedl; and 
therefore muft be relinquifhed in that fenfe, and 
give way to a better hope. I fay again, the mer¬ 
cy of God in his covenant of grace by Jefus Chrift; 
called the Spirit , becaufe he was the Spirit of ho- 
linefs in Chrift, and as being revealed and mi- 
niftred by the Spirit for the falvation of mankind, 
firft to the Apoftles, committed to writing by his 
infpiration, and never underftood, believed, and 
favingly improved, but by his influence on the 
mind, heart, and confcicnce. And if thefecond 
chapter of the firft Epiftle to the Corinthians is 
well confidered, it will not feem ftrange that the 
grace and truth which came by Jefus Chrift^ or God’s 
covenant of life and peace in him, fhould be call¬ 
ed 
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cd the Spirit, not only as the firft difcovery, but 
fublequent reception of it in the world, is to be 
alcribed to his agency. And we appeal to that 
portion of Scripture as a full ceftimony to the 
point in hand, that living and walking after the 
Spirit, &c. is principally to be underltood of the 
heart’s alTent toChrift’s righteoufnefs, and joyful 
acceptance of it for falvation, as revealed and 
operated by the Spirit. 

To the Galatians he writes thus, chap. iii. 3. 
Are ye fo foolijh ? having begun in the Spirit, are 
ye now made perfect in theflefh? that is, having 
been grounded in the doftrine of falvation by 
faith, confirmed to you both by the outward 
gifts, and inward teaching of the Spirit, and 
therefore called the Spirit, are ye now made per¬ 
fect in the flefh ? that is, by legal obfervances, 
human works and attainments of whatever kind, 
to lay the great flrefs upon them, and as if the 
falvation of Chrlft was incomplete without them ? 
The Galatians , through the influence of falfe 
teachers, were wavering in the point; and it is 
evidently the Apoftle’s defign in the whole Epif- 
tle, and particularly in this chapter, to bring 
them back to the pure Gofpel he had planted 
among them, of falvation by the hearing of faith, 
to be received upon his teftimony and preaching, 
as the gift of God, wrought folely by Chrift, and 
not in whole, or in part, by any efforts, or will 

of 
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of the .flefh: certainly, not as taken in the grofj 
fenfe of the word, for the corrupt workings of 
flefh j but for the nature, reafon, or higheft wif- 
dom of man, working for life, in a way of its 
own contriving, or method of felf-juftification, 
in oppofition to the declared will of God. 

Again he fays, chap. v. 5. If we live in (or by) 
the Spirit , let us alfo walk in (or by) the Spirit. 
It is evident that by living in the Spirit, and walk¬ 
ing in the Spirit, muft be meant two different 
things. For elfe the Apoftle could not have 
made one a ground of exhortation to the other. 
But it is an excellent, and moft prevailing reafon 
for a holy, fpiritual walk, if we fuppofe him to 
fay in the former part of the verfe, that by the 
Spirit , working faith , we are made alive unto God 
in a covenant of redemption. Phil. iii. 3. For we 
are the (true) circumcifion , which worfhip God in 
the Spirit, (working faith) and rejoice in Chrift 
Jefus , [by whom alone, and in the joy of his fal- 
vation, we can worfhip God in fpirit and in truth] 
and have no confidence in the flefh ; [who has, in 
the grofs fenfe of the word ? Flefh therefore is 
man, however working, how fpecious foever his 
attainments may be, without the Spirit, and con- 
fequently without Chrift.] 

Many more paflages might be produced in 
confirmation of the notion here advanced. I 
would only add, that as the Gofpel, with its glad 

tidings 
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tidings of peace and falvation by Jefus Chrift, is 
called the minijlration of the Spirit, fo it appears 
from thence to be the principal part of his office 
to teftify of Chrift, as the Lord our righteoufnefs 
and that when St Paul prays for the Ephefians , and 
in them for all others, to beftrengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man ; he explains his 
meaning to be, that Chriji might dwell in their 
hearts by faith, and that being rooted and grounded 
in love [I fuppofe, the love of God to mankind] 
they might be able to comprehend with all faints what 
is the breadth , and length , and depth, and height , 
and to know the love of Chrift, which pajfetb know- 
lege, that they might be filled with all the fulnefs of 
God , Eph. iii. 16—19. 

18 For I reckon that the fufferings of 
this prefent time are not worthy to be com¬ 
pared with [not worth regarding in compa- 
rifon of] the glory that {hall be revealed in 
us. [When we (hall be perfe6tly renewed 
to the image of Chrift. But whether in hea¬ 
ven, or paradife reftored, I dare not affirm. 
Let the Reader judge from his own know- 
lege of fcripture. It leems to me that in what 
follows the Apoftle is fpeaking of a renova¬ 
tion of nature in Chrift’s reign upon earth.] 

19 For 
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19 For the earneft expedition of the 
creature [creation] waiteth for the manifef- 
tation of the fons of God. [For the happy 
change it will undergo, when they (hall ap¬ 
pear, and be glorified as fuch.] 

20 For the creature was made fubjed to 
[the] vanity, [of its prefent condition under 
the Fall] not willingly, [not by any natural 
working or tendency of its own] but by rea- 
fon of [by the ad and power of] him who 
hath fubjededthe fame [to the curfe it is now 
under, that is, God for the fin of Adam; 
but neverthelefs] in hope: [and with a pur- 
pofeof reftoration.] 

21 Becaufe the creature itfelf fhall be de¬ 
livered from the bondage of corruption, [to 
which all things are now fubjed] into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. [Be 
as perfed, and as free from all change and 
corruption, as they are.] 

22 For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth, and travaileth in pain together un¬ 
til now: [all the diforders, workings, and 
revolutions of it, are preparatory to a new 
and better ftate, and conduded as uniform¬ 
ly to that end by a wife Providence, as a 

child 
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child in the womb is to its birth, through 
the pains and cries of the mother. What St 
Paul here delivers, in agreement with the 
three fiift chapters of Genefis, concerning the 
earth in its prelent form and condition, is 
totally different from the notion which fome, 
rejecting the light of fcripture, entertain of 
it, as if it was perfect in its kind, anfwered 
the original defign of God in its creation, 
and could not be otherwife than it isj or, as 
a celebrated Poet expreffes it, that “ whatever 
“ is, is right.”] 

23 And not only they, [all nature and 
creature, things inanimate, animate, ra¬ 
tional, whether they know it or not, want 
and are working towards this change of their 
ffate] but ourfelves alfo, which have the 
firft-fruits of the Spirit, [are enlightened to 
difeern, long, and prepare for it] even we 
ourfelves groan within ourfelves [as know¬ 
ing better than others how great a lols we 
have fuffered by the Fall] waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bo¬ 
dy. [To an incorruptible (late ] 

24 For [though we have the firft-fruits 
of the Spirit, and are brought into a ftate of 
falvation by the gofpel, yet this life is not the 

L time 
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time of our complete redemption, but] wc 
are faved by [or in] hope: but hope that 
is feen, is not hope, [but pofteflion and 
enjoyment:] for what a man feeth, [and hath 
in hand] why doth he yet hope for ? 

25 But if we hope for that we fee not, [as 
we do, and are happy in that hope] then 
do we with patience wait for it. [This fted- 
faflly believed, and always kept in mind, 
would fet us right as to the point of happi- 
nefs in this world.] 

26 Likewife the Spirit [of grace and Ap¬ 
plications within us, exciting us to pray and 
groan for our confummation] alfo helpeth 
our infirmities; for we know not what we 
fhould pray for as we ought: [whether pre- 
fent deliverance, or more patient waiting. 
Compare Phil. i. 23, 24.] but the fpirit it- 
felf maketh intercellion for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. [More and 
more forcible than we can exprefs; compare 
2 Cor. v. 1—4. We fhall know the mean¬ 
ing of thefe words, when we feel what Paul 
did at the writing of them.] 

27 And he that fearcheth the hearts, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, be- 

caufe 
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caufe he maketh interceflion for the faints 
[crying, groaning fouls] according to the 
will of God. [Better in all refpeCts than we 
can ; in conformity with our own defires, 
but above and beyond them.] 

28 And we know that all things [and 
fufferings moft of all] work together for 
good, to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpofe. 
[The word his is not in the original, which 
runs thus, “To them who are the called ac¬ 
cording to purpofe,” that is, effectually; 
thole who embrace the doCtrine of Chrift 
with fuitable difpolitions, are faithful to their 
profehion, and ftedfaftly purpofe. to make 
their calling and election fure. Or, if the 
word his is to be underftood, we may fup- 
pofe the Apoftle had in his thoughts God’s 
purpofe of calling the Gentiles, to which he 
is now going more particularly to turn his 
difeourfe. Let the Reader confider what 
ftrefs is laid upon this purpofe in the Epif- 
tle to the Ephefians, how clolely it is inter¬ 
woven with every part of this Epiftle to the 
Romans, and how greatly, as a Gentile, he 
is interefted in it.] 
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29 For whom he did foreknow, [of what¬ 
ever country or religion, Gentiles as well as 
Jews] he did predeftinate [fore-ordain] to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, [to be 
one in him, in one fonfhip] that he might 
be the firft-born among many brethren. 
[And therefore, as brethren, of the fame 
condition with him, and {landing in the 
fame relation to God.] 

30 Moreover, whom he did predeftinate, 
them he alfo called: [if St Paul may have 
leave to explain himfelf concerning thofe 
whom he means by the predeftinated, and 
the called, he does it very clearly and ex- 
prefsly, chapter iii. 29,30. ix.24. xv.8—12. 
and in what follows to the twelfth chapter] 
and whom he called, them he alfo juftified, 
[by that very calling, and nothing elfe:] and 
whom he juftified, them he alfo glorified. 
[By making them tons, and heirs of his 
kingdom and glory. This is very comfort¬ 
able do6lrine, and fweet preaching to con¬ 
vinced finners; but would ftrike cold to the 
hearts of thoufands, if it was to be under- 
ftood of a particular calling and ele&ion of 
fomeperfons toprefent juftification, and fu- 



Epijile to the Romans. 165 

ture glory, with an exclufion of all others. 
Hear how the Apoftle goes on.] 

3 1 What fhall we fay then to thefe things? 
[to this freedom and fulnefs of God’s calling 
and election of all mankind, both Jews and 
Gentiles] If God be for us, who can be 
againit us ? {Here the Apoftle of the Gentiles 
is fpeaking in the name and perfon of the 
Gentiles, or on the fuppofition of a general 
calling of mankind. For otherwife the ques¬ 
tion will ftand thus: If God be for thofe 
only whom lie hath predetlinated to life by 
a particulardecree, who can heagainft them? 
Which though it will admit of no anfwer, 
vet comes in very abruptly, and is not per¬ 
tinent to the defign of this Epiltle, nor the 
point argued in it, of falvation by grace, 
without a title or claim of works; and which 
as none have a right to of themfclves, fo all 
have an equal right to it by fovereign will 
and appointment; whatever the Jews, fup- 
pofing themfelves to be always and only the 
covenanted people of God, might pretend 
to the contrary. O thou who art feeking reft 
and comfort with a troubled mind, put the 
tjueftion home to thy heart and confidence, 

1 3 ^ 
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If God be for us, who can be againft us? 
Take up the words; enjoy this declaration, 
and never be fo foolifh as to be againftGod 
and thyfelf, by refufing to receive his grace, 
or queftioning thy title to it.] 

32 He that fpared not his own Son, [and 
has thereby given us fuch a pledge in hand 
of his favour and good will to us] but deli¬ 
vered him up for us all, [certainly the word, 
all was intended to be taken notice of, and 
is more comprehenfive than fome would 
make it] how fhallhe not with him alfo freely 
give us all things? [Who knows the extent 
of God’s all things ? Who can fet bounds to 
the largenefs of the grant! Himfelf is con¬ 
tained in it.] 

33 Who fhall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s el eft ? [any who are included iq 
his decree of eleftion?] It is God that juftifi- 
eth: [Nothing lefs could be fufficient to put 
an end to our unbelieving fears; and if this 
does not, nothing elfe will. Oh ! how hap¬ 
py might we be, if w'e would but read on, 
and fay boldly in the name of God] 

34 Who is he that condemneth? it is 
Chrift [not a man like ourfelves, not the 

higheft 



Epiftle to the Romans. 167 

higheft angel, but the eternal Son of God, 
Chrift] that died, [to pay the debt of fin and 
finners] yea, rather, that is rifen again, 
{and all his members with him 5 thereby 
demonftrating that his payment tojuftice 011 
our behalf was accepted, and our debt dif- 
charged j] who is even at the right hand of 
God, [in the fuinefs of power, in our na¬ 
ture, in pofleflion of the glory he has pur- 
chafed for us] who alfo maketh interceftion 
for us. [Pleadeth at the throne of grace 
his facrifice, his obedience, our faith, againft: 
all our guilt and imperfe&ion.] 

35 Who [and what] fhall feparate us 
from the love of Chrift ? [fo glorioufly dis¬ 
played, fo freely beftowed on us, fo fully 
allured to us?] Shall tribulation, or diftrefs, 
or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or 
peril, or fword ? [Thefe are all tokens of his 
love, ordained for our purification, and 
what we chearfully undergo in his fervice.] 

36 As it is written, For thy fake we are 
killed all the day long ; we are accounted as 
(beep for the (laughter. [And willing to be 
fo accounted, and to fuffer all things daily, 
even to the lofs of life, for Chrift’s fake.] 

l 4 37 Nay. 
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37 Nay, in all thcfe things [which have 
been now mentioned] we are [not only con¬ 
querors, but] more than conquerors, [yet 
not in ourfelves, for in this relpeft, we are 
without Jlrength, fee Rom. v. 6. and can do or 
think nothing, ice John xv. 5. and 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
but] through him that loved us. 

38 Fori amperfuaded that neither death, 
[with all its terrors] nor life, [with all its 
advantages] nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, [vifiblc, or invifible] nor things 
prefent, nor things to conic, [nothing that 
we do, or fhall fuffer,] 

39 Nor [the greatell] height [of worldly 
honour, or profperity, if we could be ad¬ 
vanced to it] nor [the lowed:] depth [of ad- 
verfity we can fall into] nor any other [thing 
in nature, or] creature, fhall be able to fe- 
parate us from [or deprive us of our portion 
in] the love of God which is [manifefted to 
us] in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

The point which the Apoftle is fuppofed to 
have had in his thoughts at the conclufion of this 
chapter, and is now going more fully to open, 
is the univerfality of redemption by Chrift, as 
extending to the Gentiles; in oppofition to a pre¬ 
vailing 
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vailing opinion of the Jews, that the covenant of 
the Mefiiah belonged folely to them, and that the 
reft of mankind were not intitled to the benefit 
of it. How general, and deep-rooted this pre¬ 
judice was, can hardly be conceived; but ap¬ 
pears evidently from hence, that when the door 
of faith was to be opened to the Gentiles in the 
perfon of Cornelius , St Peter, who was appointed 
to the office, flood in need of a thrice-repeated 
vifion, and an exprefs command, to remove his 
fcruples, and convince him of the lavvfulnefs of 
undertaking it. That therefore the Gentiles were 
to be partakers of the fame privileges evith the 
Jews, there was great occafion to afiert and 
eftablifn. And accordingly, it is one of the two 
capital "points of dodtrine laid down in this 
Epiftle, and brought to view in every part of it, 
as ftrictly connected with, and neceflarily arifing 
from the other, of falvation by grace, through 
faith; which none could pretend an exclufive 
right to, as it was equally undeferved by all, and 
the free gift of God to all in the fame (late of 
condemnation. This myjicry , as St Paul calls it, 
is largely illuflrated in his Epiftle to the Epbe- 
Jians-, where he fpeaks of it in fuch a (train of 
devout admiration, and rapturous thankfglving 
to God for his eternal purpofe of calling the 
Gentiles, as fhews how ftronglv it dwelt upon 
his mind, and how necelTary it was to infill upon 
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it at the firft preaching of the Gofpel; both to 
filence the narrow-fpirited Jews, tenacious of 
their claim to be the only people of God, and to 
give the Gentiles all poflible aflurance of their 
jntereft in the common falvation. It is pre¬ 
fumed, that there are no expreflions in other 
parts of this Epiflle, and efpecially in the follow¬ 
ing chapter, but what may well be underftood 
confiftently with the notion of a general calling 
of Jews and Gentiles, and therefore not necefia- 
rily inforcing the dodtrine of a particular per- 
fonal eleftion which as it is repugnant to our 
natural notions of the Deity, uncomfortable in 
itfelf, and very hard of digeftion, fo every at¬ 
tempt to reconcile the paffages feemingly tend¬ 
ing to it with the general tenor, and exprefs de¬ 
clarations of fcripture, pleads its own excufe. I 
do not mean that the fcripture is to be interpreted 
by our notions of God, and if it was clear and 
exprefs in the point, (hould not hefitate a mo.- 
ment to fubmit to its authority. But it appears 
to me that the offer of falvation is as extenfive 
as it is free-, and that the Apoflle is fo far from 
putting a bar in the way of any, that in the ap¬ 
plication he is going to make to the Jews, and 
the defign of his reafoning with them upon the 
fubjedt exprefsly pointed out, he has guarded as 
fully as words can do againft any fuch interpre¬ 
tation of his meaning. Let him now be heard 
for himfelf. 
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CHAP. IX. 

1 J Say the truth in Chrift, I lie not, my 
confcience alfo bearing me witnefs in 
the holy Ghoft, 

2 That I have great heavinefs and conti¬ 
nual forrow in my heart. [What for ? Be- 
caufe God had nor predeftinated more of the 
Jews, or all of them, to falvation? This he 
could not have Paid, or thought, without 
the greateft impiety, if there was an over¬ 
ruling will, or decree of God in the cafe; for 
then he would have known it to be his duty 
to acquiefce in it. But the general blindnefs, 
and obftinacy of his nation, in rejecting the 
offer of grace and mercy by Chrift, fuppofing 
it to be avoidable, was a heart-breaking 
confideration to him, and he might well 
exprefs his concern for their wilful unbelief, 
and the fatal confequences of it, in the man¬ 
ner he does.] 

3 For I could wifh that myfelf were ac- 
curfed from Chrift, [devoted to death by 
Chrift; or made a facrifice, as He was. 
This was faying a great deal; and it can 

hardly 
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hardly be fuppofed that by being accurfed 
from Chrift, he meant eternally damned] 
for my brethren, my kinfmen according to 
the flelh : 

4 Who are Ifraelites; to whom pertaineth 
the adoption, and the glory, [the glory of 
adoption] and the covenants, [of whatever 
kind, whenever granted, however renewed] 
and the giving of the law, and the fervice 
of God, and the promifes ; 

5 Whofe are the fathers, and of whom, 
as concerning the flelh, Chrift came, [The 
Apoftle willingly enumerates all the privi¬ 
leges of the Jews, but could not allow, either 
that a right to appropriate the bleffings of 
Chrift to themfelves, or that an unalienable, 
hereditary right in him, was one of them] 
who is over all, God blefied for ever. Amen. 
[Let it be obferved, that Chrift is here faid to 
be over all, God blefied for ever, and the 
affertion confirmed with an Amen, as an 
undoubted truth. One fuch affirmation of 
Chrift’s divinity from an infpired Apoftle, 
is fufficient to fix the fenfe of all other feem- 
ingly dubious, or controverted pafiages.] 

6 Not as though the word [and promife] 
of God hath taken none effeft. [As it was 
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defigned to do, and certainly will, with re¬ 
gard to all who come within the intention 
of it, all true-hearted Ifraelites, though not 
all who bear the name ;] for they are not all 
Ifrael, [beloved of God] which arc of Ifrael: 
[by natural defcent.] 

7 Neither becaufe they are the feed of 
Abraham, are they all children: [and heirs 
of the blefling of Abraham] but, In Ifaac 
fhall thy feed be called. [Then it (hould 
feem, that at leaft all the dependents of 
Ifaac were the feed. No, nor that neither, 
as the Apoftle will Ihew. Thepromife was 
always with a limitation, not to all the pof- 
terity either of Abraham or Ifaac, nor to 
any of them only, but to the heirs of their 
faith.] 

8 That is, they which are the children of 
the flefh, [all the natural dependents, as 
fuch] thefe are not the children of God : 
[in a covenant of Ufe] but the children of 
the promife [Ifaac’s line then, by the fove- 
reign wTll of God, the Gentiles now, by the 
fame good pleafure the parallel running 
betwixt them two, confidered in general, 
as received into a ftate of adoption. Not 

that 
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that the promife was made abfolutely to alb 
or any of either fort, but only thofe at all 
times who come within the conditions of it] 
are accounted for the feed. 

9 For this is the word of promife, At this 
time will I come, and Sarah fhall have a 
fon. 

10 And not this only, but when Rebecca 
had conceived by [that] one, [in whom the 
promife was veiled] even by our father lfaac, 

i i For the children being not yet born, 
neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpofe of God according to election 
[not of Jacob abfolutely to eternal falvation, 
but that his will, or eternal purpofe to fave 
any] might Hand, [take effedl, and be ac- 
knowleged to be not of works, but of him 
that calleth j [by his free grace, to the ac¬ 
ceptance of mercy, according to the do&rine 
fo clearly delivered in this Epillle.] 

12 It was faid unto her, The elder fhall 
ferve the younger. [The po r terity of the 
elder, the polterity of the younger, in which 
fenfe only it was true.] 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
but Efau have I [comparatively] hated. 

[That 
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[That is, fay fome, with an appearance of 
probability, in refpeft of worldly advan¬ 
tages, and particularly that the words, “ The 
“ elder fhall ferve the younger,” fo limit 
the Apoftle’s meaning. 

But if it fhould be allowed that he is here af- 
ferting and maintaining a right in God to dif- 
penfe his favours of whatever kind as he pleafes, 
ftill his reafoning on the point is only to lhew thac 
as God gave Ifaac to Abraham by promife, and in 
the fettlement of his bleffings preferred Jacob , 
chiefly confidered in his pofterity, to Efau-, fo he 
might by an acd of the fame fovereignty, which 
the Jews efpecially had no reafon ro find fault 
with, put the reft of mankind in a capacity of 
being laved, by receiving them in a body into 
his covenant of grace. It does not yet appear 
that the Apoftle had any thing farther in view 
than fuch a general calling of the Gentiles to a 
ftate of falvation, or thac his argument, taken 
in connedion wich the fcope of the Epiftle, led 
him to fpeak at all of an eledion of particular 
pcrfons, either amongft Jews or Gentiles. 

14 What fhall we fay then ? Is there un- 
righteoufnefs with God? [thus difpenfing 
his favours of providence, or grace, to the 

Jews 
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Jews in their firft fathers, to the Gentiles 
now] God forbid. [It is true, the Gentiles 
are not here mentioned by name ; but they 
are in the winding up of the argument, at 
verfe 24, Sec. which (hews that it has all 
along a reference to their cafe, and is the 
clue to guide us through this difficult chap- 
ter.] 

15 For he faith to Mofes, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have companion on whom I will have 
companion. [Thefe words fent the gofpel 
hither.] 

16 So then it is not of him that willcth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
flieweth mercy. [Which all want, and is 
freely offered to men of all nations. A moft 
comfortable declaration for mankind finners, 
all whofe endeavours, willing, and running, 
are far ffiort of what is required.] 

17 For the fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this fame purpofe have I raifed thee 
up, [preferved thee in being, or refpited thy 
deftruttion, notwithftanding repeated pro¬ 
vocations:] that I might fhew my power in 
thee; [by means of thy hardnefs, and obfti- 

nacy 
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racy in unbelief] and that my name might 
be declared throughout all nations. [On oc- 
cafion of the iignal deliverance of my people. J 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, [as on the Jews before, 
fo on the Gentiles now, to make them his 
people] and whom he will he hardeneth. 
[Leaves thofe to their own hardnefs and im¬ 
penitence, who Rand out againft all the 
means of conviftion, and will not be re¬ 
claimed, but are even more hardened by 
the offer of mercy. Compare this with 
ver. 22—24, which confirm the fenfe here 
given.] 

19 Thou wilt fay then unto me, [in ful- 
len difcontent] Why doth he yet find fault? 
[or bring a charge of guilt againft any for 
being as they are] for who hath refilled his 
will ? [If it is his pleafure to give up fome 
to a hardened ftate, which was, and is to 
this day the cafe of the Jews, and offer to 
others the means of grace and falvation, who 
can pretend to oppofe him, or controul his 
will ?] 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
replied againft God ? Shall the thing formed 

M fay 
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fay to him that formed it. Why haft thou 
made me thus ? 

21 Hath not the potter power over the 
clay, of the fame lump to make one veflel 
unto honour, and another unto dilhonour ? 
[On the fuppofition of an eternal decree in 
favour of fome, with an exclufion of others, 
this is hardly a fufficient anfwer to the ques¬ 
tion afked, e ver. 19. If he is difputing with 
the Jews, cavilling againft God for rejecting 
them when they had rejected his Cbrift, and 
offering that mercy to the Gentiles which 
they refufed, all is clear. For] 

22 What if God, willing to fhew his 
wrath, [intending to do it in his own time] 
and to make his power known, [for a terror 
to all obftinate finners] endured with much 
long-fuffering the veffels of wrath fitted to 
deftrudtion: [if it fhould be afked, How 
fitted? whether devoted to it by the will of 
God, or fitted for it by their own impeni¬ 
tence ? I fuppofe, the latter, and that they 
might have repented and obtained mercy; 
which is Sufficiently implied in the notion 
of long-fuffering, and alfo declared to be the 
end of it by St Paul , ch. ii. 4, 5. and by St 
Peter , 2Epift. iii. 15.] 
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23 And [as God endured with much 
long-fuffering th« veflels of wrath, in order 
to theiramendment] that he might [farther] 
make known the riches of his glory on the 
veflels of mercy, [fo called, becaufe faved 
only by mercy] which he had afore prepared 
unto glory ? [the glory of adoption by faith 
in Chrift Jefus.] 

24 Even us whom he hath called, [to a 
ftate of falvation, not according to works 
which we have done, but by a righteoufnefs 
of his appointing and giving] not of the Jews 
only, but alfe of the Gentiles. [That is, 
all of both forts, who come in upon the call 
of God.] 

This, with what follows to the end of the 
chapter, and in the two next, we now appeal to 
as the teft of the expofition here given, and as 
it were the finger pointing to it. If it is aflted. 
Of whom fpeaketh the Apoftle ? Of a feledt num¬ 
ber ordained by the fovereign will of God to fal¬ 
vation, with an exclufion of all others; or of his 
taking the Gentiles to be his people under Chrift, 
with- a prefent rejection of the main body of the 
Jews ? It muft be owned that fome expreftions 
are fo ftrong in favour of the former opinion, that 
M 2 it 
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ic is no wonder fo many volumes have been writ¬ 
ten in defence of it. But if his defign was to 
plead for the admiffion of the Gentiles into cove¬ 
nant with God, as it feems to be by the applica¬ 
tion he makes of his reafoning to them by name, 
at the conclufion of his argument; then it is al¬ 
lowable, and even neceflary, to interpret all the 
expreffions he makes ufc of in the way to that 
conclufion, confiftently with his avowed defign t 
which on this fuppofition has no refpedt to a pre- 
deftination, or ele&ion of particular perfons, 
with a bar to all the reft of mankind. It is not my 
intention to wade farther into this depth. What 
I have offered is the real fenfe of my own mind, 
founded on the nature, and exprefs purpofe of 
the Apoftle’s argument, and clearly pointed out 
by himfelf, which was to vindicate the divine 
providence in calling the Gentiles to be partakers 
-of the Gofpel, and refute the vain pretenfions of 
the Jews to an exclufive right in the favour of 
Ged, and the promife of the Mefiiah. They, it 
feems, were ftrift Predeftinarians •, and it can 
hardly be fuppofed tkat the Apoftle in arguing 
the point with them combats their error by eftab- 
lifhing it upon the whole, as he certainly does if 
he is hefe pleading the caufe of Predeftination j 
only with this difference, that whereas they con¬ 
fined it to their own nation, he admits of the na¬ 
tion 
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tion only with refpedt to a fmall number of them, 
and at the fame time extends it to fome others, 
comparatively few, amongft the Gentiles. It 
mult be confelTcd that many of the defenders of 
this dodtrine have been ornaments to the chriftian 
profeffion. The ground on which others form 
their diflent, viz. the fingle point which the 
Apoftle had in view, and on which alone he 
mud be fuppoied to argue throughout the chap¬ 
ter, is before the Reader-, and perhaps he will 
be e:tabled to extricate himfelf from the difficul¬ 
ties he may be under on this head by a due con- 
fideration of what follows. 

25 As he faith alfo inOfee, I will call them 
my people, [in a covenant relation, as the 
nation of the Jews was] which were not my 
people ; [the body of the Gentiles] and her 
beloved, [efppufed as a wife toChrift] which 
was not beloved. 

26 And it (hall come to pafs, that in the 
place where it was faid unto them, Ye are not 
my people ; [but aliens from the common¬ 
wealth of lfrael;] there fhall they be called 
the children of the living God. Made nigh 
by the blood ofChrift, Eph. ii. 12, 13.] 



182 A. Pahaphras? on the 

And as concerning the Jews, that the gene¬ 
rality of them fhould be caft off, this was alfo 
foretold as well as the calling of the Gentiles. 
For, 

27 Efaias alfo crieth concerning Ifrael, 
Though the number of the children be as the 
fand of the fea, a remnant [only] fhall be 
faved. [Notwithftanding their being the 
covenanted people of God.] 

28 For he will finifh the work [of their 
deftrudtion] and cut itfhort in righteoufnefs, 
[or juftice] becaufe a fhort work will the 
Ford make upon the earth. [In the land of 
Judah.] 

It may here be afked, whether the expreffions 
of a remnant being faved, and the Lord’s making 
aJhort work , are to be extended to the Jews of 
all ages, or only to thofe of that time, and fince, 
for their difowning Chrift? The Predeftinarian 
mu it fay the former; but if the latter, as it fhould 
feeni, they have no relation to a particular elec¬ 
tion, and the reafon why any of them were r-e- 
jefted, is not to be fought for in the decree of 
God, but their own unbelief. 

29 And as Efaias faid before, [in a former 
chapter] Except the Lord of fabaoth had left 

ns 
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es a feed, [to fpring up in fome future time] 
we had been as Sodom, and been made like 
«nto Gomorrah. [By a total and perpetual 
excifion] 

30 What fliall we fay then? [even this] 
that the Gentiles [mark it well, the Gentiles] 
which followed not after righteoufnefs, [ac¬ 
cording to a rule given them, as the Jews 
had ; thofe who had no knowledge of their 
want of a perfedt righteoufnefs, and there¬ 
fore fought it not] have attained to [a full, 
juftifying] righteoufnefs, even the righte¬ 
oufnefs which is of faith. 

31 But Ifrael, which followed after the 
law of righteoufnefs, [their law, a perfect 
rule in itfelf, in order to juftification] hath 
not attained to the [true] law of righteouf¬ 
nefs. [The juftification they looked for.] 

32 Wherefore? becaufe they fought it 
not by faith, [which fees it only in Chrift] 
but as it were [or according to the Greek, 
altogether] by the works of the law : [where 
it never will be found] — 

Reader, this is a weighty matter. If thou art 
feeking righteoufnefs by the works of the law, 
M + profeffing 
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profeflmg faich in (Thrift, and in the main trufting 
in thyfelf for acceptance with God, be warned of 
thy danger. Thou art at the fame point with 
God, and in the fame pride of unbelief, which 
proved fatal to the Jews. 

— For they (tumbled at that ftumbling- 
ffone ; [Chrift, the Lord our righteoufnefs, 
as too many always do.] 

33 As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion 
a ftumbling-ftone, and rock of offence; and 
whofoeverbelieveth on him, [for all he wants, 
life and righteoufnefs] fhall not be afhamed. 
[As every man has caufe to be, and eer* 
ta'mly will before God, without him.] 

CJdAp. X. 

1 J^Rethren, my heart’s defire and prayer 
to God for llrael is, that they might 
be faved. [Whom does he mean by Ifrael, 
but the Jewifli nation in general ? and what 
by their being faved, but that they might 
continue to be the people of God by repent¬ 
ing and believing the Gofpel, as it muff be 
Aippofed from his prayer for them they 
might have done f ] 

2 For 
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2 For I bear them record, that they have 
a zeal of God, [and are feeking his favour] 
but not according to knowlege. [Of God, 
themfelves, or the great defign of their law; 
which was not to fave them, but to convince 
them of their want of fome other method of 
falvation.] 

3 For they being ignorant of God’s righ- 
teoufnefs, [how much goes to it, and in 
what way they are to be pofleffed of it] and 
going about to eftablifh their own righteouf- 
nefs, [as fully fufficient for their falvation] 
have not fubmitted themfelves to the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift. [Now revealed, and of¬ 
fered to them. Haft thou, who readeft this, 
knowing what God’s righteoufnefs, and what 
thy own is ? Confider whether God’s righte¬ 
oufnefs does not here ftand oppofed to any 
righteoufnefs of Self, however wrought, as the 
ground of our truft, fomething without us, 
far beyond any thing we can do, and only 
perfect, to be received wholly as a gift by 
faith.] 

4 For Chrift is the end of the law [as it 
had its full accomplifhment only in him, 
prefigured him in its facrifices and ceremo¬ 
nies, and by not being performed, obliged 



186 -^Paraphrase on the 

all who were under it to look to him] for 
righteoufnefs, [to be imputed] to every one 
that believeth. [Some fay, for a righteouf¬ 
nefs of their own, to be acquired by believing 
in him for help. But St Paul, if his words 
have any meaning, affirms that this will 
never do. It is left to every man’s choice, 
which he will truft to.] 

5 For Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs 
which is of the law, that the man which 
doth thefe things [every thing perfectly, in 
the full fenfe and meaning of it] (hall live 
by them, [And not elfe. Failure is death; 
and fincerity, if it could be pleaded, is not 
doing, nor any anfwer to the ftri&nefs of 
the law.] 

6 But the righteoufnefs which is of [and 
comes to man by] faith, [and not by works, 
which we have not] fpeaketh on this wife, 
[he that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
Now, O Lord Jefus, fpeak thy own truth 
for life to every foul] Say not in thine heart, 
who fhall afcend into heaven ? that is, to 
bring Chrift [in whom alone is the righte¬ 
oufnefs it wants] down from above. 
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7 Or who fhall defcend into the deep? 
that is, to bring Chrift again from the dead. 
[Meaning, that we are not put upon any 
fuch impoffible attempts to come at the righ- 
teoufnefs we want or as if Chrift had not 
already done all that was neceflary, both 
defcended from above, and rofe again from 
the dead, to complete the work of our fal- 
vation.] 

8 But what faith it ? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth, [put into it by 
God himfelf] and in thy heart: [to be re¬ 
ceived there:] that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach, [and all fhould preach, 
for hope and comfort, to the glory of the 
giver,] 

9 That if thou fhalt confefs with thy 
mouth the Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in 
thine heart, that God hath raifed him from 
the dead, [thereby declaring his acceptance 
of all he did and fuffered, and of all believers 
in him] thou fhalt be faved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteoufnefs, and with the mouth confeflion 
js made unto falvation. [ So then faving 
righteoufnefs is not in ourfelves, as we fhould 

naturally 
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naturally have imagined; but is God's righ- 
teoufnefs in Chrift, appointed to us for fal- 
vation, and effe&ual to it by our belief and 
confeflion of the truth.] 

11 For the fcripture faith, Whofoever be- 
lieveth on him, fhall not be afhamed. [But 
approved, accepted ; none but by believing, 
and all who do believe.] 

12 For [whatever the Jews pretend] there 
is no difference [made, in God’s offer of 
grace] between the Jew and [the reft of man¬ 
kind, comprehended under the word] the 
Greek: for the fame Lord over all, is rich 
[in mercy] unto all that call upon him [for 
«•] 

13 For whofoever fliall call upon the 
name of the Lord, [in the way of his pre- 
fcribing, and in the faith of Jefus Chrift] 
fhall be faved. 

And if God defigned that his mercy Ihould 
be univerfal, certainly it was necefiary that ic 
fhould be univerfally publifhed. The Apoftle 
therefore puts thefe qneftions to the Jews, ftill 
difiatisfied in the cafe. 

14 How then fhall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how 

fliall 
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{hall they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard ? and how fhall they hear with¬ 
out a preacher ? 

15 And how {hall they preach except 
they be fent ? [In which prophecy of Scrip¬ 
ture it is evidently implied that they fhould] 
as it is written. How beautiful are the feet 
of them that preach the gofpel of peace [to 
a condemned world] and bring glad tidings 
of good things! [The belt of all good things, 
remiflion of fins, and the hope of eternal 
life, laid deep in the mercy of God, and the 
merits of Chrift.] 

16 But [alas!] they have not all obeyed 
the gofpel. [And if it fhould be objected to 
the univerfality of redemption, either that 
it has not been offered, or not taken effe6V, 
according to the defign of it; let it be re¬ 
membered that this alfo was exprefsly fore¬ 
told] for Efaias faith, Lord, who [almoft] 
hath believed our report ? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, [the 
will of God for the falvation of mankind 
declared;] and hearing by the word of God. 
[Appointing his mefiengers to declare and 
teftify it,] 


18 But 
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18 But I fay. Have they [the nations] Hot 
heard? Yes verily, [they have; infomwch 
that to this may be applied what David fays 
of the univerfal preaching of the heavenly 
bodies] Their found went into all the earth* 
and their words unto the ends of the world. 

19 But I fay, Did notlfrael know? [the 
confequence of their unbelief, and the calling 
of the Gentiles ? They might have known 
both from their own fcriptures, for] firft, 
Mofes faith, I will provoke you to jealoufy 
by them that are no people, and by a foolifh, 
nation [as the Gentiles were accounted by 
the Jews] I will anger you. 

20 But Efaias is very bold, and faith, I 
was found of them that fought me not; I 
was made manifeft unto them that alked not 
after me. 

21 But to Ifrael he faith, All day long I 
have ftretched forth my hands unto a difo- 
bedient and gainfaying people. 

The two points which it has been obferved the 
Apoftle had in view, and labours with fo much 
zeal to eftablifh, of a faving righteoufnefs to be 
received by faith, and the extenfion of it to the 
Gentiles, appear remarkably in this chapter. That 

we 
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we are accounted righteous before God only for 
the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift: 
that man in his fallen ftate has noc a power of re¬ 
conciling himfelf to God, and that his acceptance 
to favour does not depend upon himfelf, or what 
the Apoftle calls his own willing and running ; 
are doctrines which we fhould never have thought 
of without a divine revelation ; and which, now 
they are revealed, enter flowly into the mind, 
and meet with great oppofition from the notions 
we have naturally of God and ourfelves. But ne- 
verthelefs, they are fome of the diftinguilbing 
peculiarities of the chriftian religion ; whofe ex¬ 
cellency and great defign it is to give relief to 
our guilty confciences, and free us from the fear 
of condemnation, by bringing us the glad tidings 
of fatisfaftion made to juftice, and a rich difplay 
of the divine mercy in the perfon of Chrift; and 
ftripping it of this prerogative, is as ic were tear¬ 
ing out the heart-of it, and degrading it nearlf 
to a level with the fyftems of human Philolophy, 
or the religion of Mahomet. We are far from 
fuppofing that th^Gofpel does notturnifti us with 
a more excellent rule of morality, carry ic to a 
a greater height of perfection, and enforce it up¬ 
on better grounds, than ic ever was, or could be, 
by the light of nature; yet that very purity is 
made an objeftion by fome againft the truth, and 
whole fyftetn of chriftiaricy, as requiring whac 

is 



192 d. Paraphrase on the 

is impoffible to man, and making our condition 
worfe chan it was before, by the very great Ipi- 
rituality and ftridtnefs of its precepts. The ne- 
ceffity of them, both to convince us of fin, and 
as a rule of duty to believers, is acknowleged; 
and the chriftian advantages we enjoy of better 
inftru&ion in all refpetts than the Heathens had, 
demand our utmoft thankfulnefs. But if our fal- 
vation turns upon the ftriCt performance of ftriCt 
commands, and abfolute conformity to them, as 
it muft without Chnft’s peace, and Chrift’s righ- 
teoufnefs, we fhall have infurmountable difficul¬ 
ties to ftruggle with, and be given up to a tor. 
menting ftate of fear and uncertainty under a fenfe 
of guilt, or which is all one, the imperfection of 
our obedience. 

And it may now be obferved, on occafion of 
this chapter particularly, that a cafe can hardly 
be imagined more full in point, and more proper 
to bring the difpute to an iffue, than that of the 
Jews, with whom St Paul is here arguing. In 
oppofition to the righteoufnefs of God, exifting 
no where but in the perfon of Chrift, and offered 
to their belief and acceptance, they were bent 
upon eftabliffiing their own for falvation •, and it 
muft be owned they had great advantages for the 
attainment of a perfonal holinefs above the reft 
of mankind. If therefore they came fhort of the 
perfeClion of it, it was neither for want of a right 

knowlege 
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knowlege of God, nor a perfedt rule, nor fince- 
riry of endeavour in fome, but. becaufe the thing 
is impofiible in itfelf. Their miftake was fatal j 
for to that the Apoftle aicribes their being rejedt- 
edor'God. As they would not be debtors to him 
for a righteoufnefs which they did not think they 
wanted, nor underftand how that of another 
could be neceflary, or available to their falvation, 
they generally difinherited themfelves by their 
own act, and by ceafing to be the people of God, 
made way for the reception of the Gentiles to the 
privileges they had forfeited. Which myftery of 
divine providence is the lubjedt of the next 
chapter. 


CHAP. xr. 

i J Say then, hath God caft away his peo¬ 
ple ? [the Jews, all of them, and for 
ever] God forbid. For I alfo am an Ifraelite 
of the feed of Abraham, of the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin. [He was not, and others needed not 
to have been caft away. This is very pro¬ 
perly alleged as a proof that the nation of 
the Jews was not caft off by an unalterable 
decree, but is nothing to the purpofe on the 
fuppofition of a perfonal election for then 
both he and they might have been excluded 

N from 
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from mercy, notwithftanding their being 
Ifraelites.] 

2 God hath not cad away his people 
whom he foreknew. [And ordained to be 
his people in the way of his appointing, in 
which any can be fo.] Wot ye [know ye] 
not what the fcripture faith of Elias ? how he 
maketh interceflion to God againft Ifrael, 
[reprefenteth their apoftatized condition at 
that time in his prayer to God] faying, 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, 
and digged down thine altars j and I am left 
alone, and they feek my life. 

4 But what faith the anfwer of God unto 
him ? [why, that the defe&ion to Idolatry 
was not univerfal, as he imagined; for] I 
have referved to myfelf [there are yet left, 
welt known to me, and preferved by me] 
feven thoufand men, who have not bowed 
the knee to the image of Baal. 

5 Even fo at this prefent time alfo there 
is [not an entire falling away of the Jews in 
unbelief, nor confequently a total rejeftion 
of them, but] a remnant [who will be faved] 
according to the ele&ion of grace. [Mani- 
feftly fo called, as being an election of thofe 

and 
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and thofe only, to grace, who receive it as 
grace; as the ApoiUe argues in the next 
verfe, repeating and inculcating the great 
doftrine laid down in this Epiftle, of which 
he never lofes fight.] 

6 And if by grace, [as mercy, and a free 
gift] then it is no more of works: as a debt, 
and deferved wages] otherwife grace is no 
more grace. [And God makes us debtors 
to him for the mercy we do not want j] but 
if it be of works, [either in whole or in part] 
then it is no more of grace : [wholly, as 
the word implies ■, but partly of grace, and 
partly of works] otherwife work is no more 
work. [Worthy of reward for its own fake, 
and which God will not deny to any who 
can make good their claim to it.] 

7 What then ? Ifrael [it is true] hath not 
obtained that which he feeketh for ; [a jus¬ 
tifying righteoufnefs, becaufe they fought 
it in themfelves] but the ele6tion [thatpart 
of them who fought it according to the mind 
and will of God, and therefore chofen and 
approved] hath obtained it, and the reft were 
blinded. [By the juft judgment of God.] 


n 2 
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8 According as it is written, [of the Jews 
in former times, and remarkably fulfilled in 
them at this pretent time] God hath given 
them [by buffering them to continue in their 
undifcerning, obdurate ffate] the fpirit of 
Humber, eyes that they ihould not fee, and 
ears that they fhould not hear, unto this day. 

9 And David faith, Let their table be 
made [or, it, their altar, on which they 
feafted with God, and on which, with its 
facrifices, they refolved to depend, fhall be 
made] a fnare, and a trap, and a ftumbling 
block, and a recompence unto them. 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they 
may not fee, [becaufe they would not] and 
bow down their back alway. 

11 I fay then, have they ftumbled that 
they fhould fall ? [If they had been ordained 
to both, the Apoftle would not have faid as 
he does] God forbid: [no, by no means] 
but rather [that the mercy of God might 
take cffedt, and Chrift Hill have a people in 
the world,] through their fall falvation is 
come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them 
to jealoufy. [That they might fee their mif- 
take and danger, and rife again.] 


12 Now, 
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' 12 Now, if the fall of them be theiiches 
of the world, [in the knowlege of falvation] 
and the diminilhing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles: [according to the defign of a 
gracious providence in their call and reco¬ 
very to God] how much more their fulnefs ? 
[At feme time, ftill future ; when the con- 
verfion of the Jews fhafl be attended with a 
more fignal and general converfion of the 
Gentiles than ever has been yet.] 

13 For I fpeak to you Gentiles, [on oc- 
cafton of the rich mercy now vouchfafed, 
and hereafter to be mere abundantly mani- 
fefted towards you.] Inafmuch as 1 am the 
Apoftle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 
office. [In averting and vindicating their 
right and calling to the prefent and future 
privileges of the Gofpel.] 

14 If by any means I may provoke to 
[a holy] emulation them which are my flefh, 
[dear to me, as my ow n nation and kindred] 
and might fave fome of them. [For they 
are none of them excluded from falvation by 
a perpetual, irrevocable decree, and will 
thereafter be generally brought home to 
Chrift.] 

n 3 13 For 
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15 For if the calling away of them [for 
their unbelief] be the receiving of the world; 
[to the grace which they refufe] what fhall 
the receiving of them [to their firft covenant- 
ftate] be, but life from the dead ? [To them, 
and to the Gentiles, by the coming in of 
their fulnefs, as at ver. 25.] 

And that they fhall be fo received, is evident 
from the defign of the firft-fruits under the law 
being confecrated to, and accepted by God, 
•which was to fan&ify and derive a blefTing to 
the whole. 

16 For if the firft-fruit be holy, [in the 
bleffing of Abraham] the lump [or body of 
the Jews] is alfo holy: [by an unalterable, 
divine appointment, though now for a time 
caft off] and if the root be holy, fo are the 
branches. [As partaking of itsnature.] 

17 And if [by the juft judgment of God 
upon them, and his favour fhewed to thee, 
O Gentile, it is fo ordered that] fome of the 
branches be broken off, and thou being a 
wild olive tree, wert grafted in amongft 
them, and with them partakeft of the root 
and fatnefs of the olive-tree j 


18 Boaft 
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x 8 Boaft not againft the branches: but 
if thou boaft, [know that] thou beareft not 
the root, but the root thee. 

19 Thou wilt fay then. The branches were 
broken off, that I might be grafted in. 

20 Well; becaufe of unbelief they were 
broken off, and thou ftandeft [only] by faith. 
Be not high-minded, [on account of thy 
prefent advantage over themj but fear. [Be 
humble, keep thy faith, and remember that 
thou art faved only by mercy.] 

21 For if God fpared not the natural 
branches, take heed left he alfo fpare not 
thee. 

22 Behold therefore the goodnefs, and 
fe verity of God: on them which fell, feverityj 
[in confequence of their fall, and becaufe 
they fell, and not becaufe they were preor¬ 
dained to it, which would have been feve- 
rity indeed] but towards thee, goodnefs, if 
thou continue in [the fteady belief of] his 
goodnefs; otherwife thou alfo fhalt be cut 
off. 

23 And they alfo, if they abide not ftill 
in unbelief, [as it is neceffarily implied in 
the words they needed not to have done] fhall 

n 4 be 
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be grafted in: for God is able to graft them 
in again. [Notwithftanding any feeming 
impoffibilities.] 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive-tree 
which is wild by nature, and wert grafted 
contrary to nature into a good olive tree; 
how much more fhall thole which be the 
natural branches, be grafted into their own 
olive-tree ? 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye 
fhould be ignorant of this myftery, left ye 
fhould be wife in your own conceits, that 
blindnefs in part is happened to Ifrael, [for 
a time, and to part, much the greateft part 
of Ifrael] until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be 
come in. [Either until the time allotted to 
the Gentiles for their reception of the Gofpel 
fhall be expired ; or, until the time of their 
general converfion ] 

26 And fo [when that time comes] all 
Ifrael fhall be faved : [or brought again into 
a covenant-ftate of falvation, by their ac- 
knowlegement of Chrift] as it is written, 
There fhall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
[the manner of which time only can difcover] 

and 
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and fliall turn away [the charge of] ungodli- 
nefs from Jacob. [By removing their guilt.] 

27 For this is my covenant with them, 
when I fhall take away their fins. [Which 
can only be by their believing, the covenant 
being fure upon that condition.] 

28 As concerning the [bleflings of the] 
Gofpel, they are enemies [at prefent] for your 
fakes: [that you might have the benefit of it:] 
but as touching the [peculiar] ele&ion, [of 
them, as being the feed of Abraham] they 
are [unalterably] beloved for the Fathers 
fakes. 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance. [And will certainly 
be effectual to all who are the proper fubjects 
of them, in his own time.] 

30 For as ye in times part have not be¬ 
lieved God, yet have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief: 

31 Even fo have thefe aifo now not be¬ 
lieved, that through your mercy they alfo 
may obtain mercy. [It feems to me that 
this verfe Ihould be otherwife tranflated, viz. 
even fo have thefe alfo [the Jews] not believ¬ 
ed your mercy, that is, God’s gracious defign 

of 
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of mercy to you Gentiles, to the end that 
they alfo might obtain mercy, in their need 
of it, and ftate of unbelief.] 

32 For God hath concluded [and finds] 
them all in unbelief, [utterly unworthy of 
his falvation, when he comes to them with 
the offer of it 5 you, in your ignorance of 
the one true God, them in their difbelief of 
their want of mercy, and of your reception 
to it] that he might have mercy upon all. 
[To the praife of the glory of his grace, to 
the recovery of all hearts to him in love.] 

3 3 O the depth of the riches both of the 
wifdom and knowlege of God! how un- 
fearchable are his judgments, [decrees] and 
his ways paft finding out! 

34 For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, or who hath been his counfellor ? 

35 Or who hath firft given to him, and 
it fhall be recompenfed unto him again? 
[Reader, think well what thou haft to give 
to him, what claim of merit, or right to a 
reward in thyfelf, and it will lead thee full 
into the defign of this Epiftle.] 

36 For of him, [as the giver] through 
him, [as the worker] and to him [as the 

end] 
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end] are all things: [creation, redemption, 
call to grace, belief of it, perfeverance in it, 
and final confummation] to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen. 

It is hardly to be doubted but that the diligent 
Reader of this Epiftle will have feveral queftions 
to put to himfelf concerning the firft calling of 
the Jews, their prefent rejection, and the calling 
of the Gentiles, as well as the nature of the de¬ 
cree, by which they were feverally received into 
covenant with God, or loft the benefit of it. 
That the divine decree does not relate to the 
election, or reprobation of particular perlons, as 
the ftated method of God’s proceeding with 
mankind under every difpenfation, but to the 
general calling of the Jews at one time, of the 
Gentiles at another, to be a facred people to 
God, we have ventured to affirm is the dodtrine 
of St Paul, and produced the reafons of our 
opinion as we were able. Farther we dare not 
fearch into this myftery ; and heartily wifii that 
all, inftead of pretending to know what God 
has referved to himfelf, and letting their thoughts 
loofe into a wide field of lawlefs conjectures, 
would flop where the Apoftle does, and fay, with 
an humble fubmiffion of their underftandings to 
what is written, and profound adoration of the 
divine counfels—0 the depth ! But though fecret 

things 
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things belong unto the Lord our God , yet thofe things 
which are revealed belong unto us, and to our chil¬ 
dren for ever , Deut. xxix. 29. They are our por¬ 
tion from the Lord, Chriftian birthright, and 
the difcoveries of his mercy to us in our fallen 
ftate of darknefs and corruption ; and we fhould 
be very much wanting to ourfelves, if we did not 
inquire diligently into them, and embrace them 
thankfully as coming from heaven, and revealed 
to us for our prefent comfort, and everlafting 
falvation. This Epiftle to the Romans is fuch a 
rich treafure of divine knowlege, fuch a full 
opening, and clear ftating of the method of our 
falvation by Jefus Chrift, that if we had no other 
light vouchfafed us, it is fufficient of itfelf to 
guide us into all truth, and fettle our judgments 
in points of the greateft importance. I hope I 
fhall have the Reader’s indulgence for refuming 
once more, and concluding with the great fub- 
je£t of it, the righteoufnefs of God. 

How fin is expiated, how the law is fulfilled, 
what will be accounted to us for righteoufnefs, 
what is the alfurance of confcience, and the 
ground of our rejoicing before God, are quel- 
tions which it has been already obferved we ne¬ 
ver could have anfwered without the help of 
fcripture. And now that the anfwers to them 
have been given with fuch clearnefs and preci- 
fion by the Spirit of God, it is greatly to be la¬ 
mented 
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mented that, inftead of receiving them in ftm- 
rlicity, as they are delivered to us, and with 
humble confefhon of our ignorance, fo much 
learned pains fiiouid be taken in every ape to 
pervert the plain fenfe of them, and darken that 
grace of the Gofpel, which is its glorious pecu¬ 
liarity, the foul’s prefent entrance into reft, and 
great hope for eternity. It mult be owned that 
a perfect righteoufnefs to plead before God, is 
defirable, and the very thing we want; and there¬ 
fore if it is provided and offered, it behoves us 
to confider well for what reafons we rejeft it, or 
acknowlege it only in parr, or what we have to 
fubftitute in the room of it. I do not conclude 
for the neceffity, or actual conveyance of fuch a 
gift, from our want of it; which would be a fal¬ 
lacious way of arguing, and a bold preferibing to 
God for the fupply of our wants of every kind, 
whether real or imaginary. But then the want 
we have of it will be a great help to us in difeo- 
vering on which fide the truth lies, give weight 
to the arguments in its favour, and may juftly 
be called in to influence our belief. And farther, 
fuppofing the righteoufnefs of God, or of Chrift, 
to be offered to our belief and acceptance, we 
conclude certainly that it is a dodtrine of the ut- 
moft importance; as being the chief point on 
which our falvation turns, the glory arjd great 
bleffing of Chrift*s religion, full fatisfa&ion to 

the 
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the mind of man labouring under a fenfe of guilt, 
and the only fecurity againft our fears of a charge 
of fin ftill Handing out againft us, when We have 
done all we can, and the very beft we ever fhall 
do. From whence alfo it appears what faith is, 
and why it has this character of excellence ftamped 
upon it in fcripture, that it is impoflibleto pleafe 
God without it. For if Chrift and his benefits, 
remifiion of fins, adoption, righteoufnefs, vi<5lory 
over death, grace and glory, are freely given to 
us of God, they mull be received as gifts; and 
it is as evident that they cannot be received but 
by being believed. 

Faith therefore is the heart’s aflent to the de¬ 
clarations of the Gofpel concerning the falvation 
of Tinners by Jefus Chrift, in a way of mere grace 
and favour, to be received in penitence and hu¬ 
mility, with an unfeigned acknowlegement of 
the mercy, and an utter denial of all power and 
fufficiency in man to help and fave himfelf. For 
as the falvation of the Gofpel becomes falvation 
to us by being believed, or received wholly as a 
gift by faith, it cannot be any thing wrought by 
us, or in us, but is folely the work of Chrift. 
Neither is a bare reception of Chriftianity, and 
aflent to the truth of it, in preference to all other 
religions, the faith we fpeak of j but the heart’s 
eftablifhment in that peculiar, and moft eflential 
do&rine of it, which alone makes it glad tidings 

to 
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to a finful world, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that God was in Cbrifi, reconciling the world unto 
himfelf ., not imputing their trefpajjes unto them : 
And that he made him to be fin for us, who knew 
no fin ; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of 
God in him , 2 Cor. v. 19, 21. 

And if the neceffity of fuch a faith fhould ftill 
be queftioned, and the proofs of its excellence 
demanded, we fay firft, that falvation is not pof- 
fible to man in any other way ; unlefs he can 
plead an unfinning obedience, or cancel his guilt, 
fatisfy juftice, overcome death, and open his way 
into heaven, by his own repentance, or future 
fincerity of works-, which, as being imperfedt, 
have confelTedly the nature of fin, and can nei¬ 
ther atone for what is paft, nor juftify themfelves. 
It is repeated, and cannot be too much inculcated, 
that the falvation of man is not to be procured 
by any running or willing of his own, but folely 
the gift of God in Chrift, working our deliverance 
by himfelf, fulfilling all righteoufnefs, dying, 
rifing again, afcending into heaven, in the human 
nature, for the human nature; and therefore 
faith is the great diftindtion of aChriftian, and 
has iuch efficacy afcrioed to it in fcripture, be- 
caufe it is our acceptance of the mercy by which 
alone we are faved, and gives all the glory of it 
where it is due. 


But 
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But let it be farther tried by the knowlege 
which leads to it, the difpofition of heart which 
accompanies it, and the change it produces, 
wherever it is real, and it will be found to in¬ 
clude in it all the excellence of which we are 
capable, and as fruitful in good effefts, as it is 
fuited to our condition, and neceflary in itfelf. 
For what is the knowledge which leads to it, but 
a deep fenfe and convidtion of the damnablenefs 
of all fin, as well as the reality and greatnefs of 
our own ? Which I verily believe is the true rea- 
fon, whatever elfe is pretended, of its being fo 
generally decried ; it is mortifying to our pride, 
lays us very low, and makes us much worfe than 
we are willing to think ourfelves. Again, what 
is the difpofition of heart and foul which accom¬ 
panies the fenfe of difcharge from guilt, and re¬ 
ception to peace and favour with an offended 
God, but that of the woman (Luke vii.) who had 
much forgiven her , tears of contrition and joy, 
dear refpedl, humble adoration ? And what is 
the natural effedb of deliverance from eternal 
death, the acknowleged defert of fin, and rello- 
ration to life, unmerited, freely bellowed, and 
purchafed for rebels and enemies by the unknown 
pains and fufferings of an incarnate God, but 
dread of fin, the molt fincere refolutions of obe¬ 
dience, with the quickeft fenfe of defedt, and 
deep humiliation for it, pure devotion to the 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, and all the amiable and holy tempers 
which are the genuine fruits of love, and the 
warmeft gratitude for the greateft mercies can 
infpire ? So that faith in Chrift, as having fal- 
vation in himfelf, doing what we Ihould have 
done, and fuffering what we fhould have fuffered 
as the foie means of our redemption, Chrift all 
in all, is not only belief and poffeffion of the 
truth, of God’s juftice, of the ftriftnefs and pu¬ 
rity of his law, of the curfe of fin, and man’s ut¬ 
ter inability to help and reftore himfelf; as the 
denial of thefe points is the denial of all truth: 
but the belief of that mercy by which we are 
delivered from the miferyof ourcondition, recon¬ 
ciled to God, and as members of Chrift made 
partakers of his fonlhip, life, and death, is in 
the whole procefs of it fuch a contrivance for ho- 
linefs, fuch an awakening difcovery of our guilt 
and danger, fuch a powerful call to the heart for 
its return to God, and fo productive of an accep¬ 
table and pure obedience from a root of love, that 
we may challenge all the wifdom of man to fub- 
ftitute any thing in its room, of equal force to 
promote the reformation of a world dead in tref- 
pafles and fins, and recover us to a ftate of willing 
lubjeCtion to the God and Father of our fpirits. 

Let the mind fearch all its ftores, let philofo- 
phy exert all its efforts, let the will be pronounced 
free to refufe the evil, and chufe the good, place 

O virtue 
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virtue in the moft favourable light you pleafe, 
difplay the beauty, enforce the fitnefs and obli¬ 
gation of it by all the arguments you can think of, 
yet how weak are all the powers of nature and 
reafon, when put in the balance againft Chrift 
crucified ? That one faying —If ye love me, keep 
my commandments .— carries more light and in- 
ftrudion, has more weight of argument, and 
greater force of perfuafion in it, than all the vo¬ 
lumes of morality that ever were written. It is 
almoft needlefs to obferve farther, that as holi- 
nefs fprings from love, and love from the crofs 
of Chrift; fo before it can take place in the foul, 
he mult be apprehended in all the fulnefs of his 
redemption, as the Saviour in his blood, as the 
Lord our righteoufnefs, as our life, health, and 
refurredion, and title to the joys of heaven. 

That we might look to him for thefe benefits, 
renounce ourfelves and our own works in the 
matter of falvation, and glory only in the Lord, 
the blefifed St Paul delivered this Epiftle to the 
Church; well knowing that the foundation of 
Chriftian obedience can only be laid in the hu¬ 
mility of chriftian faith; that ignorance of the 
perfedion of the law, in conjundion with an ar¬ 
rogant felf-fufficiency, is no claim to the divine, 
acceptance; and that the heart of man can never 
be brought back again to God, nor find anf* 
thing like an anfwerta that hard petition of the 

Lord’s 
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Isord’s prayer, Thy will be done in earth , as it is 
iu heaven , but by having his love in Chrift Jefus 
fhed abroad in it. 

Here ends the argumentative, or doftrinal part 
of the Epiftle, which is followed by exhorta¬ 
tions to chriftian prafticej and we heartily 
wifh theReader may be prepared for them by 
an unfeigned a/lent to the dodtrine which has 
been delivered, and a lively fenfe of redeeming 
love. For on this ground theApoftle proceeds 
to enforce them ■, and they will come with 
great weight, and be their own comment to the 
heart of every believer. He now fays. 


CHAP. XII. 

i J Befeech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye prefent your 
bodies [alluding to the bodies of beafts, 
which were offered in facrifice under the Jew- 
ifh law, but meaning themfelves wholly, 
their fouls and bodies] a living facrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reason¬ 
able fervice: [reafonable as from creatures 
to their Creator, the giver and fuftainer of 
their lives, and the author of all the blelfings 
they enjoy. But unfpeakably more fo on ac- 

o 2 count 
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count of his mercies in Jefus Chrift, fo clearly 
opened, and fo fully proved in this Epiftle; 
and which cannot be rightly believed without 
leading to the Apoftle’s inference, if he had 
not particularly pointed it out. Reftoration 
from the fall! Sins forgiven! Righteoufnefs 
imputed! Death abolilhed! every curfe re¬ 
moved ! grace reigning, and heaven opened 
to finners! 

Well might the Apoftle fay, I befecch you by the 
mercies of Cod. He has now gotten fuch an in- 
cereft in the foul of every believer, by prefenting 
to his view the joyful truths of theGofpel, and 
the greatnefs of his falvation, fo far beyond all 
he could hope for, as mufl almoft neceflarily en¬ 
gage him to receive his following exhortations 
to holinefs, and fay as he himfelf did, when he 
was ftruck to the earth with a light from heaven, 
■**-Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? Let the 
man once fay, what fhould I do but for Chrift ? 
and his next queftion will be, what fhall I do for 
Chrift ? Let but the mercy of God, the mifery 
from which it delivers us, the happinefs it re- 
ftores us to, the glory it entails upon us, be al¬ 
ways prefent to the mind, and lively in the heart, 
and the joy of the Lord will be our ftrength, his 
peace the turning of our wills to him, and great 

advantage 
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advantage for a pure and free obedience, as well 
as long of praife in time and eternity. It is very 
remarkable that the worfhip of heaven, as heard 
by St John in xhc Apocaly-pfe, chap. v. turns upon 
tins point, the Lamb (lain, the crucified Saviour; 
and that the whole company of glorified fpirits 
is reprefented as pierced through and through 
with the fenfe of God’s love to mankind inChrift, 
fwallowed up in the contemplation of it, and 
perpetually approaching the throne with their fo- 
lemn homage and adoration for the wonder of 
redeeming mercy. What fhould be the employ¬ 
ment of our thoughts and meditations on earth, 
the great objedt of our belief, fupreme delight, 
and the ground of all our praifes, but that which 
tunes the voices of faints and angels, and keeps 
the holy fire of love burning in them for ever 
and ever! 

It is the Author’s prayer for himfelf, and for 
all who call on the Father in the name and faith 
of his only begotten Son, that being united to 
this happy i’ociety in knowlege, love, and purity 
here, we may partake of their joys, and be made 
perfedt with them in heaven through him who 
loved us, and walhed us from our fins in his own 
blood, Jesus Christ the RIGHTEOUS. Amen. 
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i Cor. XV. 56, 57. 

The fling of death is fn ; the frength 
of fn is the law. 

But thanks be to God t which giveth us the 
r jiciory\ through our Lord Jcfus Chrif. 

/ 

N Othing can be more diftrefiing to 
the foul than the apprehenfion of 
God’s difpleafure, and the fear of being 
given up to it without remedy, after death. 
And if God is juft, and man is finful, there 

is 
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is but too much ground for that fear j every 
one’s confcience muft be haunted with it 
more or lefs, and relief from it will be defir- 
abloand welcome, in proportion to the bur¬ 
den we feel, and the judgment w.e dread. 
It is therefore a delightful employment to 
thofe who are awakened to a fenfe of their 
condition in fin, and feeking after delive¬ 
rance from it, to fearch the fcripture, in 
order to know as exactly as podible by what 
means, and in what way, they are reftored 
to the favour of God, and the hope of eter¬ 
nal life. And when the eyes of their un- 
derftanding are enlightened to fee the falva- 
tion therein revealed the fulnefs and excel¬ 
lence of it, how great it is in itfelf, and how 
fuitable to the wants of perifhing Tinners, 
they receive it thankfully at the hands of 
God, endeavour to underftand it more and 
more; efteem it as their beft portion upon 
earth, and defire nothing fo much as to live 
and die in the comfort of it. There is a 
fweetnefs in the knowlege of Chrift crucified, 
which they can find in nothing elfe; and 
when they obferve what a folid foundation 
there is for all their hopes in him, what 

rich 
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rich mercy is offered them, how plainly it 
is declared, how often repeated, and how 
earneftly they are invited to accept of it, it 
takes pofTeflion of their hearts, and fills 
their minds with joy unfpeakable and full 
of glory. 

Of the many pafTages of feripture, which 
difeover to us the defperatenefs of our condi¬ 
tion, and the neceflity of deliverance from 
it, with the manner in which it was wrought 
for us, and is conveyed to us, we have one 

now before us in the words of the text; and 

« 

if it pleafes God to give a bleffing to what 
I have to fay upon it, and open it to your 
hearts, you will perceive that there is a rich 
treafure of faving knowlege in it, and all 
the inftru&ion you can defire, if there was 
not another fuch in the whole Bible. And I 
mention this to obviate an excufe which you 
are apt to take up, as a cover for your ig¬ 
norance, and to the great prejudice of your 
fouls, that, confidering your flation in the 
world, and want of time or learning, it can- 
net be expected that you fhould know much, 
and that you may hope well of your ftate, 
though you live and die in the darknefs of 

unbelief. 
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unbelief. I fay, here is a full anfwer to all 
fuch vain pretences; and if you would but 
a{k yourfelves the meaning of what St Paul 
has delivered to us in thefe few words, if you 
would think of them with ferioufnefs and 
godly concern, and efpecially if you would 
beg of God to explain them to you, they 
would give you fuch information in points 
of the greateft concernment to your prefent 
peace, and everlafting welfare, as you would 
have caufe to blefs God for all the days of 
your lives. I do not mean that we fhould 
look no farther, or fit down contented with 
the knowlege of one or two portions of ferip- 
ture. For it was all given by infpiration of 
God, to make us wife unto falvation ■, and, as I 
faid before, it is the delight of all who are 
inearneft withGod and their fouls, tofearch 
and ftudy it for this end; to treafure it up 
in their minds, to make it the fubjeft of their 
prayers, and the cordial of their hearts; to 
obferve how one part of it confirms or ex¬ 
plains another, and how the whole of it is 
drawn to the fingle point of the redemption 
and recovery of loft mankind by the free 
grace of God in Jefus Chrift. But never- 

thelefs. 
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thelefs, it is of Angular benefit to perfons of 
the weakeft memories, meaneft capacities, 
or bufieft employments, and matter of thank- 
fulnefs to all, that the whole defign and me¬ 
thod of our falvation is many times com- 
prifed in one Angle fentence; and if there 
are any who do not profit by the inftruftion 
it affords them, the fault is in their wills, 
and in the grofsnefs of their hearts; it is 
becaufe they thrufi: the word of life from 
them, and lovedarknefs rather than light. Let 
us endeavour to open the text in this view j 
for the words are weighty, carry life or death 
in them, and demand our moft ferious at¬ 
tention : TljeJling of death is fin, andthejlrength 
of fin is the law. But thanks be to God, who giv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord fejns Chrifi. 

What is death ? We know it is the fepa- 
ration of foul and body. But are they never 
to meet again ? Is it only the utter extinftion 
of our beings, or the lofs of life, motion, 
and fenfe for ever ? No; St Paul has here 
prevented any fuch miftake; he tells us, 
that death has a Ring in it, or fomething 
that makes it dreadful to think of. 


I. We 
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I. We mud confider what it is* it is fin. 

But what then is fin; and from whence 
does it derive its power, not only to kill the 
body, but to torment the foul after death, 
and give both foul and body up to eternal 
punifhmentin hell? 

II. We muft take notice of what is here far¬ 
ther told us, that the Jirength of fin is the 
law. 

And when once we are made duly fenfi- 
ble of our mifery and helplefsnefs, knowing 
that we all have that fin in us which is the 
fling of death, and ftand condemned by the 
righteous fentence of the law, we fhall fee 
the great blefling and benefit of a Redeemer, 
call a longing eye towards the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the Jin of the world ; and, 

III. Underfland what reafon we have to fay 
with the Apoftle, ’Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the viflory through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

I. We are here told, that thefling of death 
is Jin. Sin is the caufe of death, and of all 
the calamities, pains, and ficknefles which 

lead 
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lead to it. Sin brought death upon Adam, 
and all his pofterity. For it is not, as fome 
fancy, in contradiction to the Bible, that 
there muft be fome where fuch a world of 
imperfeCtion and fuffering as this, in their 
imaginary fcale of being ; but mankind have 
broken the law of their creation, and brought 
evil upon themfelves by a voluntary defection 
from the will of their Maker. Death was 
not the original defign and appointment of 
God. He did not make death, nor us for 
it; and we may venture to affirm, that if 
there never had been fin in the world, there 
neither would have been death, nor fuffering 
of any kind. A breathlefs corps never would 
have been feen, a difeafed body, bowed down 
to the earth, and broken with its infirmities, 
never would have been known ; and when 
we follow hufband or wife, child or dear 
relation to the grave, when we feel the ap¬ 
proach of our own diffolution, and know 
that one hour more will clofe our eyes in the 
darknefs of death, we know too the reafon 
of all this mifery and forrow in the world of 
a good God, it is fin. But then this is not 
all; we muft carry our thoughts ftill far¬ 
ther. 
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ther. For though fin puts a fling in the 
hand of death to kill our bodies, and lay 
them in the duft, yet its defperate malignity 
does not flop there. The venom of it reaches 
to the foul, and is death to our better and 
immortal part ; not by deftroying it, but 
by feparating it from God, who is its true 
life, preparing it for, and configning it to 
the horrors of the fecond death. And this 
is indeed the fliarpnefsof death’s fling, what 
makes it painful and terrible to think of; 
and what we may fuppofe the Apoftle prin¬ 
cipally intends, when he fays, theJiing of 
death is fin. Not meaning that all do in fadt 
dread death alike on this account; for many 
make a mock at fin ; many have but faint 
and weak apprehenfions at the beft of the 
great evil of it, and they are but few in com - 
parifon who are awakened to a fenfe of their 
guilt and danger. But what you are to ob- 
ferve and underftand from the words is, that 
St Paul informs us by diredlion from the 
Spirit of God that it is fo, whether men 
think of it or not; and that therefore you 
muft come full into this belief, whatever 
the reafcm of your minds may fuggeft to the 

contrary, 



Epijlk to the Romans. 225 

contrary, not only that fin brought death 
into the world, but that it will follow us 
out of it, and its curfe be chiefly felt in ano¬ 
ther. For otherwife, death might more 
eaflly be fubmitted to; and if we did not 
fear it on account of its confequences, and 
the unknown date it gives us up to, it would 
in the main be a harmlefs thing, rather a 
falling afleep, than the fore evil we now 
think it and defirable to many as their re- 
leafe from the pains and forrows of a wea- 
rifom life. But alas! it conveys them to 
much greater, if they are not prevented - t 
and when the Scripture fays, the foul thatJin- 
neth Jhall die ; it cannot be underftood that 
finners fhail die only to this world, for that 
we know is unavoidable let us live as we 
pleafe; but die eternally. 

Will you think of this ? Will you fee what 
a curfe there is in that fin which fleeps fo 
quietly in your bofoms, and gives fo little 
difturbance to your confciences P Do you 
not hear it in every paffing-bell ? Do you 
never beftow a ferious reflexion on themif- 
chiefs of it continually fpread before your 
eyes, in difappointments and lofles, in bodily 
P accidents. 
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accidents, pains, and fickneffes, in war, 
plague, famine, earthquakes, and .other 
grievous judgments, in the death of thou- 
fands every day, and the certainty of your 
own? And would you know what finis, why 
it is fo deadly, and has fuch power to ruin 
us, to deftroy the peace of our lives, to drown 
the world'as it once did with a flood, to fet 
it on fire as it will at the end of time, to re¬ 
duce the bodies of all that ever lived in it to 
duft, to rife with us out of our graves, and 
be our everlafting plague, if we die with the 
guilt of it upon us ? Are you fet down in 
this belief, and does the affirmation of an 
Apoftle, that the fling of death is fin , gain 
your full afient? 

II. Then hear and underftand that the 
firength of fin is the law. 

The law, or will of God, however made 
known to us; whether as written in our 
hearts, and difeovered by the light of natu¬ 
ral reafon, or revealed to us in feripture; 
that law which we confefs ourfelves bound 
to, and afk mercy for having broken, if we 
.know what we mean when we fay at the end 

of 
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of everyone of the commandments, “Lord, 
“ have mercy on us, and incline our hearts to 
“ keep this law.” And it is the firength of 
fin, or gives it power to deftroy us, by dif- 
covering and defining it, forewarning us of 
the danger of it, and in cafe of tranfgreflion 
accufing us in the name of God, and con¬ 
demning without mercy: not only for the 
outward grofs afts of fin, downright mur¬ 
der, adultery, falfe fwearing, GV ; but by 
tracing all fin up to the heart, and finding 
us guilty there to God, though perhaps we 
may be able to juftify ourfelves before men. 

If we clear ourfelves of all guilt upon this 
ground, and Hand upon our innocence, be- 
caufewehavea tolerably fair appearance in 
the eye of the world, and men like ourfelves 
can lay nothing to our charge, we fhall be 
fatally deceived. For you mull be well aware 
that the law has an inward, fpiritual mean¬ 
ing, and muft be underftood in its whole 
extent, as Chrift has taught us to explain it. 
Matt. v. Infomuch that malice, hatred, 
fcornful anger, is murder; the luftful eye 
is adultery; not putting our whole trufi: in 
God, not bearing an inward, profound re- 
p 2 verence 
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verencetohis holy name in our hearts, are 
breaches of the fecond and third command¬ 
ments, in the intention of the law, and in 
the light of God; and fo of all the reft. 

This, 1 fay, is a point which we fhould 
throughly underftand, and be well grounded 
in, left we miftake our condition altogether; 
as we certainly fhall, if we miftake the rule 
by which it is to be tried. There are many 
perfons who from natural goodnefs of tem¬ 
per, civility of manners, worldly prudence, 
and what is called decent pride, or fenfe of 
reputation, can acquit themfelves in the main 
of fcandalous, open fin, at the fame time 
that perhaps they are guilty of the breach of 
every one of the commandments •, becaufe 
they do not go to the full extent of them, do 
not keep them as unto God, but only to men, 
and never conlider them as reaching the 
heart and all its motions. And from hence 
it comes to pafs that fo little account is gene¬ 
rally made of the remedy of God’s providing 
for fin, of the neceftity of humbling our- 
felves before him in repentance, and fuing 
out ourpardon in the name ofChrift; which 
is utterly impoftible till we fee ourfelves in 

the 
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the light of condemned malefa&ors, by bring¬ 
ing both heart and life to the touchflone of 
the law, as confidered in its full, fpiritual 
meaning, and acknowledging the juftice of 
its fentence. 

But perhaps you will think this is hard 
meafure, confidering the corruption and 
weaknefs of mankind, and be ready to re¬ 
quire a reafon why the law of God fhould 
be not only fo exceeding broad, but inexo¬ 
rably ftrift and fevere. The anfwer to which 
is, Who art thou that replieji againJIGod? Sure¬ 
ly, his authority is reafon fufficient in the 
cafe to all who own it, and believe his word; 
and you cannot but be fenfible of the extreme 
danger of refilling, or quellioning it. Try 
what you can do againfl him in other re- 
lpects; whether you can command rain, 
and fruitful feafons; whether you can pre- 
ferve yourfelves in health, and free from all 
accidents; whether you can flop the raging 
of a fever, or keep the breath in your bodies 
when God commands it out of them : I fay, 
try this firft, fee if you can controul his will 
in any one inftance; before you venture a 
whole eternity upon your oppofition to it. 

p 3 Never 
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Never be fo foolifti as to fay,This fin is little, 
or that command is hard; but remember, 
and lay it to heart, that the will of God is 
the law to which all his creatures are bound, 
and muft of all neceflity take place, whether 
we fee the fitnefs of it or not, or however we 
may prefume to difpute it. But neverthelefs 
letreafon be judge. God fays, Do this, and 
live ; Tranfgrefs, and die : theApoftle fays, 
this law is the Jlrength of fin , and gives it power 
to condemn, ruin and deftroy us. Becaufe 
if God gives a law to mankind, it muft not 
only be with defign to be obeyed, but to ex¬ 
ecute the penalty annexed to it in cafe of 
tranfgreflion. For otherwife it could have 
no force and virtue as a law, but would in 
effeft deftroy itfelf. And if you fuppofe 
that the cafe is different where the law is in 
God’s hands, and that you may prefume up¬ 
on a mitigation of the feverity of it on that 
account, you argue juft the wrong way, 
and make that a plea for difobedience, which 
ftiould in all reafon deter you from it. For 
his truth and juftice are infinite as himfelf, 
and the danger of oppofing his authority fo 
much the greater becaufe he is God, becaufe 

he 
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he cannot lie nor repent, and has power to 
dejlroy both foul and body in hell. So Chrift 
teaches us to reafon in the point. Matt.x. 28. 
And if you will ftill be pleading againft the 
will of your Maker, and the necelHty of an 
abfolute fubmiflion to it on pain of his ut- 
moft difpleafure j if you will take the liberty 
to call evil good , and good evil, juft as you 
pleafe; or allow yourfelves in the pra&ife 
of any one known fin, upon a prefumption 
that he will not put his threatnings in exe¬ 
cution, confider well, I befeech you, what 
you are doing. For what is this but prefcrib- 
ing a rule toGod, taking the law into your 
own hands, and fettihg yourfelves above him ? 
What would become of his authority in the 
world, what reverence would be paid to it, 
what reafon could there be for his calling 
men to repentance, if we were allowed to 
entertain a fecret belief that his law might be 
broken with impunity in any oneinftance? 
What bounds, do you think, would men 
fet to themfelves, or where would they flop 
in finning, if they could once have any the 
leaft ground to perfuade themfelves that 

p 4 there 
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there is no danger in tranfgretiing the bounds 
which God has fet tfyem ? 

But befides what has been faid, it may be 
farther confidered, that as the happineis of 
all intelligent creatures arifes from, and is 
founded in their union with the will of God, 
and can poflibly be founded in nothing elfe 3 
fo it is neceffary that his will ftiould be made 
known to them, "by a law of his giving, as 
the means or inftrument of that union. And 
it is likewife evident, that when fuch a law 
is given, the certain confequence of breaking 
itmuft be mifery and ruin to the creature j 
unlefs it is fuppofed that there can be any fuch 
thing in nature as happinefs contrary to God’s 
idea of it, and inoppofition tohis will. What 
the law in heaven is to the blefled Angels, you 
will not expeft that I fhould tell you ■, but 
that they have one may reafonably be con¬ 
cluded from the fall of fome of them, occa- 
fioned by their rebellion againft God, anc} 
defection from his will, in fome manner de¬ 
clared to them under the form of law. It 
ivas not therefore theeffeft of arbitrary will 
trt God, nor intended merely fora trial of 

Adam's 
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^darn’s obedience, that he had a law deli¬ 
vered him to keep as foon as he was brought 
into being; but becaufe he could not be happy 
Jo much as for one moment without a free 
choice of the only fovereign and blefled will, 
and full fubjeftion to it. A law then he 
mud have, or be left to make a happinefe 
for himfelf in fome way of his own contriving 
independently of God, which we may ven¬ 
ture to affirm again is impoffible. 

And what I am now obferving will help 
us to account for fome difficulties in the his¬ 
tory of the Fall, as delivered by Mojcs. If 
it fhould be afked, Why did God give the 
firft man a law, forefeeing the breach of it, 
and the mifery that would follow ? The rea- 
fon now appears to be, that there was an ab- 
folute neceffity for it, and that God could 
provide no other happinefs for him but that 
of his own will. If it fhould be afked. Why 
that law, feemingly fo frivolous, was not 
to eat of a certain tree ? The anfwer is, that 
it was as much a tefl of his fubjedtion, and 
dependence on God, whofe prerogative to 
know good and evil, or be the fountain of 

light 
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light and knowlege to his creatures, was fuf- 
ficiently intimated to him in the name of 
the tree, as any other would have been that 
we know of; andlikewife that it could not 
be a prohibition of any of thofe crimes which 
now abound in the world, Murder, Adul¬ 
tery, Theft, Evil-fpeaking, Covetoufnefs, &c. 
becaufe in Paradife he had no temptation to 
them. If it fhould be asked again, Why 
death, efpecially death fpiritual, which we 
now have chiefly in view, was the penalty 
of tranfgreflion ? It may be replied, That 
the very aft, and every aft of tranfgreflion, 
neceffarily and in its own nature, by break¬ 
ing off the will from God, is death to the 
foul, as much as a fword in the heart is the 
death of the body; and that therefore Adam 
loft his true life, and could not but die as 
to God and happinefs, in the very day of his 
fin. I fay, it appears from hence that nei¬ 
ther angels nor men can be without a law, 
as it is the only method in which the will of 
God can be declared to them, and confor¬ 
mity to his will is the foie means of their 
happinefs. We may prefume that other- 
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wife God would not have entrufted us with 
the dangerous liberty of chufing life or death, 
and put it in our power to be miferable 5 
but we now fee that life arid death are ne- 
ceflarily linked together, and that the very 
pollibil'.ty of happinefs arifes out of that li¬ 
berty. And from hence too we may obferve, 
with much felf-abafement, and melancholy 
reflection on the corruption of our prefent 
ftate, that there can be no fuch thing as un¬ 
mixed happinefs in a world of finful crea¬ 
tures. Well would it be for us, if we would 
qualify ourfelves for the little of it that is to 
be had upon earth, by coming as near to the 
will of God as we can; and fpend all our 
days in a continual preparation, and patient 
waiting for that blefled time when there will 
be no more pain nor fuffering, becaufe our 
natures will then be perfectly purged from 
all evil. Upon the whole, the account of 
the fin and fall of man is a very inftruCtive, 
and awakening point of revelation. St Paul 
had itftrongly impreffed upon his mind in 
the whole chapter preceeding the text; and 
with a lively, piercing fenfe of the fatal con- 

fequence 
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fequence of difobeying the will of God in 
that inftance, affirms concerning every 
other, that the jling of death is Jin, and that 
the Jirength of fn is the law, as being given 
us of God to be kept on pain of death in the 
full extent of the word, death temporal and 
eternal. 

Be not therefore deceived. Sin is not the 
harmlefs thing you think it: It is death. 
Adultery is death, ftealing is death, drunk- 
ennefs is death, evil-fpeaking is death. The 
breach of all, and every one of the command¬ 
ments, fpiritually underftood, and as reach¬ 
ing the heart, is certain death. The law 
gives fin power to kill, and cannot be 
broken. It is the law of heaven, and the 
juftice of heaven ratifies its fentence. Adam 
found it fo; Chrifl found it fo; every awak¬ 
ened foul finds it fo, bears witnefs to the 
righteous judgment of the law, trembles for 
its guilt, and has the fentence of death in 
itfelf. On this dreadful point of time we 
@11 ftand before God, whether you will be¬ 
lieve it or not, condemned by his law as fin- 
ners, and ready for the ftroke of juftice: and 

what 
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what can fave us from it, who fhall work 
our deliverance ? I muft not withhold your 
comfort from you. I muft tell you from 
the word of truth what it is that muft fup- 
port our fpirits, and bear us up againft the 
fear of condemnation. You think the law 
is ftridt, do not love to hear of death for fin, 
and call it hard preaching. Why, in the 
nature and reafon of the thing it muft be 
ftridf. It cannot bend to the will of man. 
We are not at liberty to choofe whether we 
will obey it, or not. If it denounces death 
for fin, death it muft have. But at the fame 
time that we declare this to you, it is to 
prepare you for your remedy; and if you 
will hear me, I have now glad tidings to de¬ 
clare to yon, in the name of the Lord, and 
in the words of his Apoftle. 

III. Thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
•viflory, through our Lord Jefus Chrijl. 

Lord, help here; grant us a right under- 
ftanding of this point, that our fouls may 
blefs thee for the mercy of our redemption, 
and rejoice in thy falvation. 


Do 
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Do you hear ? there is a vi&ory obtained, 
but not by us. It is juft as the words found. 
The victory is not ours, butChrift's } gained 
by him for us, and given to us, and the glo¬ 
ry of it is all his own. Our good hearts, and 
good meanings, our beft repentance, beft 
works, beft prayers, beft fincerity, have no¬ 
thing to do here. They neither had, nor 
can have any fliare in the viftory here fpoken 
of; and we are in danger of lofing the be¬ 
nefit of it, if we make them our truft, or 
put them in the place of Chrift. The Apof- 
tle’s exhortation to be immovably ftedfaft, 
and always abounding in the work of the Lord , 
will have its due weight with all believers, 
and (hall be offered to your confideration in 
its place and order. But however we abound 
in it, or whatever we do for ourfelves, it is 
not the vi£tory we want; and you muft care¬ 
fully obferve that the ftrength of the Apoftle’s 
inference for ftedfaftnefs in the work we have 
to do under Chrift, lies in this, viz. that we 
proceed in it upon fure grounds, as knowing 
firft, from what Chrift has done for us, that 
our labour will not be in vain in the Lord. For 
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in vain it muft have been, if he by taking 
our nature upon him had not redeemed it 
from the curfe of the fall, and carried it 
triumphantly through all the ftages of its 
recovery, performed a fpotlefs obedience in 
it, fuffered death upon the crofs for the fin 
of it, raifed it from the grave, afcended into 
heaven, and fat down with it at the right 
hand of God. What are we thinking of, 
and how lhameful is ow ignorance of all 
fcripture, of God, of the accurfed nature of 
fin, of the neceffity of Chrift’s atonement for 
it, and the great difficultly of the work which 
the Father gave him to do, when we take it 
out of his hands, or proudly challenge any 
ftiare of it to ourfelves ? He could fay, Lo , 
I come to do thy •will , 0 God. He faid, what 
neither men nor angels could. It is JiniJhed. 
And blefled be God that he did fay it 5 for 
it would daunt the ftouteft heart upon earth 
to think that there is no hope of falvation, 
nor means of reconciliation with God, but 
by doing what he did, and what muft of 
all neceffity be done. That fatisfaftion 
might be made to the juftice of God, the 

penalty 
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penalty of lin was to be fufFered; if we ha 4 
endured it in our own perfons, it mull: have 
been for ever in hell. The law, that it 
might no longer be the flrength of fin, and 
give it power to deftroy us, was to be vin¬ 
dicated, and made honourable in the fight 
of men and angels, by being fulfilled in every 
jot and tittle of it. Adams curfe was to be 
revoked ; the devil’s head was to be bruifed, 
and his power deftroyed; death was to be 
conquered, heaven was to be opened, and 
all believers to fit down in it, clothed with 
a perfect righteo.ufnefs. Whofe work, whole 
might, whole glory was all this ? Could you 
do thefe things, or any one of them ? Why, 
we are condemned men and women, bom 
under a fentence of death for the fin of our 
firft Parents, and have made it our defert 
ten thoufand times over by our own perfb* 
nal tranlgreflions of the holy law of God. 
Can we, I fay, whofe fouls are forfeited to 
the law, flop the courfe of juftice, buy our 
pardon, and procure a right to eternal glory 
by any repentings, humblings, or good 
deeds of our own ? We, who are both cor¬ 
rupt 
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rupt and difabled, always weak and always 
linnets, and if we were not already under a 
lentence of condemnation, fure to deferve it 
everyday of our livesj can we juftify our- 
felves to God, and challenge heaven in our 
own right ? Never call yourfelves believers 
in Chrifr, till you know better what he has 
done for you, and how much it coft to re¬ 
deem your fouls. Never talk of your own 
doings, your own power or holinefs, when 
fm is to be atoned, when the law is to have 
its due of a perfect obedience from you, when 
jultice is to be made your friend, when Sa¬ 
tan is to give up his right in you, when the 
grave is to be opened, when every dull of 
vour bodies is to be brought together again 
and kindled into life, and foul and body to 
be prefented holy to God, and fit to enter 
into heaven. Never think that all, or any 
part of this is to be done by man, for we 
could as foon make a world. Neither de¬ 
ceive yourfelves with fancying, as too many 
do, that what Chrift has chiefly done for us, 
was to make falvation-work more eafy than 
it was before, and that therefore the perfor- 

mance 
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mance of it will be looked for at our hands. 
I befeech you underftand. He has made 
falvation both poflible and eafy to finners, 
by doing and fuffering in our ftead what we 
could not; and our falvation now depends 
on the condition of believing that we could 
not do it, and that he did. You muft not 
ftand before God in a lie, you muft not pre¬ 
tend that you are clean from all l'pot of fin 
in yourfelves, you muft not entertain a 
thought of being your own faviours; but 
if you would have peace with God, if you 
would be comforted, if you would be in a 
way of doing what is required of you, turn 
to a better hope, and fay with an humble, 
ftedfaft faith, and great rejoicing in the con- 
fcience, Thanks be to God\ which giveth us the 
•vitfory, through our Lord Jefus Chrijl. Con- 
fider the chapter of which thefe words are 
the conclufton, and fee on what ground the 
belief of a refurredtion to eternal life is efta- 
blifned, and by whofe vidfory it is that we 
attain to this hope. 

So early as the Apoftles days fome called 
in queftion the refurredlion of the dead. 

But 
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But St Paul fays, in anfwer to this. If there 
be no refurreftion of the dead , then is Chrijl not 
rifen, ver. 13. How is that? Why could 
not he have rifen, whether any others do or 
not ? And how does it follow that becaufe 
he rofe again, there muft necdTarily be a 
refunedtion of the dead ? Why, becaufe he 
did not rife for himf’elf, but for believers; 
their refurredtion being included in his, and 
that they, as parts or members of his body, 
might be made partakers of his vidtory over 
death, be quickened together with him , raifed 
together , and with him fit together in heavenly 
places , as the feripture exprefsly allures us 
they do, Eph. ii. 5, 6. So that his relur- 
rediion was the refurredtion of all who be¬ 
long to him } and as fure as they died in 
Adam> fo furely in Chrift, their fecond Fa¬ 
ther, fliall they all be made alive; his rifing 
as the firft- fruits being a certain proof and 
pledge of a general harveft to follow in its 
time and order. 

Now can it be made a queltion whether 
this great falvation is of grace, or of debt, 
of Chrilh, or of man ? Whether it was the 

cl 2 work 
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work and contrivance of the blefled Trinity 
in mercy to loft mankind, or poflible to be 
effe&ed by any power, will, or righteouf- 
nefs of our own ? Who is this, faith the Pro¬ 
phet, that cometh travelling in the greatnefs of 
hisjlrength ? Ifai. lxiii. i. Will you anfwer 
and fay, It is I, I myfelf, mighty to fave ? O! 
lie down in the duft. Know your guilt. 
Confefs your defert. Abhor yourfelves. Let 
him who can, let grace fave you. Under- 
ftand what it is that diftinguiiheth the re¬ 
ligion of the Gofpel from all others, and is 
the chiefground of our rejoicing before God. 
It is the Lord Jefus Chrift cur hope , i Tim. 
l. i. who of God is made unto us wifdo?n, and 
righteou/hefs, and fanBificalion, and redemption , 
l Cor. i. 30. It is not that thereby we attain to 
fuch a righteoufnefs of our own as will fatis- 
fy the law, and take out the fling of death; 
but becaufe we have heard Chrift himfelf 
faying, This is the work of God,— what he 
requires at our hands, and without which 
nothing that we do will be accepted,— that 
ye believe in him whom he hathJent ; John vi. 29. 
lent from the bowels of his mercy to do what 


no 
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no other could, to redeem us from the c'urfe 
of the law, to ranfom us from the grave, to 
exalt us to a place at God’s right hand, by 
bearing our fins in his own body on the crofs, 
offering up a fpotlefs righteoufnefs to God 
on our behalf, and communicating the me¬ 
rit of all he did and fufFered to thofe who 
with an humble faith, and a deep fenfe 6f 
their umvorthinefs, lay their fins on his head, 
and fly to him as their only refuge from 
condemnation. Look for comfort and fure 
footing where you will, you will never find 
it but in this great article of our religion, 
that Chrift is given to us of God to fave us 
from the curie and ruin of our fin, and be 
our Father for life, as Adam was for death. 
Whatever we do is fo defeflive, that we can 
place no confidence in it; and we fhall al¬ 
ways be in a Hate of the moft diftrefiing un¬ 
certainty, till we can fay boldly in the faith 
of the great falvation which has been wrought 
for us, Thanks he to God which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jefus Chriji: Blcffcd 
he the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Cbrif 
•who according to bis abundant mercy hath hc- 

Q- 3 g^en 
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gotten us again unto a lively hope , by the refur- 
retlion of Jefus Chrijl from the dead, to an in¬ 
heritance incorruptible , and undrjiled, and that 
fadeth not away , referved in heaven for you, 
1 Pet. i. 3, 4. I fay, let us ftand faft upon 
this ground, and receive mercy as mercy. 

If God has manifefted the riches of his na¬ 
ture in behalf of a loft world, and will be 
known of us as the God and Father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, receiving us to a cove¬ 
nant of life and peace in him, let us not en¬ 
tertain a doubt of his gracious intention, fo 
fully declared, fo ftrongly recommended to 
our belief, fo ftrangely confirmed and fealed 
to us, not only by his word, but oath, and 
the blood of his Son. Let us never forget 
it, let us not fly to other expedients, nor 
build our hopes of acceptance to the reward 
of eternal life on any other foundation than 
that of his grace and purpofe in Chrift Jefus, 
when it is fo exaftly fuited to our cafe, and 
the very thing we want. Let us not defeat 
it, nor lofe our intereft in it, by robbing 
him of his glory, as we do by a proud con¬ 
ceit of ourfelves. If there is any thing more 

aftonilhing 
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aftonifhing than the goodnefs of God in the 
redemption of finners, it is the prefumption 
of man in taking any fhareof it to himfelf. 

What farther remains to be faid, and 
mud of all necefTity be prefled upon you, 
and brought home to your confluences, is 
the Ufe and Improvement we are to make 
of Chrid’s vidtory, by taking him for our 
Lord and King to reign over us, unfeigned 
fubmifiton to his teaching, and living up to 
our faith. 

Suppofe now aPerfon awakened to a fenfc 
of his condition, and convinced of the ex¬ 
ceeding flnfulnefs, great danger, and plague 
of fin; that he fees nothing but ruin and 
mifery before him, and that if the wages of 
fin at all times is death, he muff perillr for 
ever, without help or hope in himfelf; that 
in this extremity he hears Chrift preached 
as fent of God to work his deliverance, to 
make full fatisfadtion to juftice, to bear the 
puuifliment of his fin, to fulfil the law in his 
lfead, to die for him, to rife from the dead 
for him, to afeend into heaven, and take 
0^ 4 pofleflion 
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poffeflion of it for him; and that whenever 
he turns to God in repentance, and with an 
humble faith accepts the Lord Jefus Chrift 
for his Saviour, he {hall be entitled to all 
the benefits of his vi&ory over fin, death, 
and hell: 1 fay, fuppofe a perfon fo awak¬ 
ened, fo convinced, fo believing, feeing fuch 
a curfe in fin, fuch a glory in Chrift, fuch 
riches of grace in God, and what, do you 
think, would be the ruling defire, and fet¬ 
tled temper of his heart ? Would it be to 
(light, and run the hazard of lofing, or to 
keep the mercy he has gotten ? Would it be 
to continue in rebellion againft God, or 
ftudytomake him fome fuitable returns of 
gratitude ? Would it be to turn back to his 
former date, at the fame time that he fees 
the guilt, the danger, the damnation of it, 
and is rejoicing in the mercy of deliverance 
from it? Behold here therefore the natural 
effe< 5 t, and proper working of faith in the 
pardoning love of God through Chrift Jefus, 
its happy influence on praftife, what advan¬ 
tage it gives us for the reformation of our 
lives, and how fweetly it engages the believ¬ 
ing 
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ing foul to obedience, from a gracious prin¬ 
ciple of love. 

It was a moving word which God fpake 
concerning Ifrael, How f:all I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? How Jhall I deliver thee up , Ifrael? 
My heart is turned within me, my repentings 
are kindled together. I will not execute the 
furcenefs of mine anger, I will not return to de- 
Jlroy, for I am God, and not man, Hof. xi. 8,9. 
This, I fay, was a loud call to an hardened 
people to repent, and intended, as every 
difplay of the divine companion is, to melt 
down their flubborn natures. But how 
much more glorioufly was the love of God 
manifefted, in giving his Son to die for a 
finful, rebellious world ! And what can kin¬ 
dle our love, and bind us in a lacred bond 
of grateful, willing fubjeftion to him, if this 
does not ? What can convince us more ef¬ 
fectually of the heinous, accurfed nature of 
fin, of God’s vengeance againft it, and will 
to punifli it, what can give us a greater ab¬ 
horrence of it, than the very method of our 
deliverance from it, by the death and facri- 
fice of Chrift ? If we could not make our 

peace 



250 A SERMON on the 

peace with God, if nothing but the blood 
of Chrift could wafh out the foul ftains of 
our fin, how great is the pollution of it, how 
great was our danger, and how certain will 
be our doom if we continue in it ? 

May the ever blefled Spirit, who only 
can, enable you to confider and apply thefe 
Gofpel arguments for your return to God in 
love and obedience. May he make the Lord 
Jefus precious to us in his whole falvation, 
and get the victory in us, as Chrift has got¬ 
ten it for us; that in all things we may be con¬ 
querors through him that loved us, and prove 
the truth and excellence of our religion by 
the purity of our lives. Ofoul, if God for- 
giveth all thy fin, let him heal all thy infir¬ 
mities. If the bowels of God were moved 
for thee, if the blood of God was fhed for 
thy redemption, if thou art faved beyond thy 
deferts, and far beyond all thy hopes, be faith¬ 
ful to his word and truth, be faithful to thy- 
felf, now hear the Apoftle’s inference from 
the dottrine of Chrift's victory, and let it 
come to thee in the name of God.— Be Jled- 
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faft , immoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. It is the call of his love to thy 
heart, and ftriftly bound upon thee by his 
command; it is the way in which all his 
people walk with him, it is the proof of thy 
difciplefhip; thy reward will be according 
to thy progrefs in liolinefs, and the want 
of it will give thee up to condemnation, and 
be the fling of death in thee for ever. The 
Scripture is fo full and plain for a lively, 
faithful obedience, that whatever difputes 
there are concerning the ground of our fal- 
vation, whether it is by faith, or works, 
or partly one, and partly the other, there 
can be none about the neceffity of our re¬ 
turning to God in repentance, and cleaving 
to him in fincerity for the purification of our 
hearts. Grace hath abounded to us, and 
great mercy hath been fhewed us from the 
Lord; but, let us pretend what we will, is 
never believed, and cannot poffibly be receiv¬ 
ed by us, till we are perfuaded that the re¬ 
covery of our hearts and wills to Godin ho- 
linefs, is a neceflary and very precious part 
of it. You mull not think that you are 

Chriftians, 



252 A SERMON on the 
Chriftians, becaufeyou have been baptized, 
and are called by that name; no, not though 
you come to Church and Sacraments; you 
may do this for credit’s fake, and more from 
form, or cuftom, than the preparation of 
the heart, and real defire of fpiritual blef- 
fings; but if you would be owned byChrift 
as his difciples and friends, the knowlege of 
a linful, condemned Rate muft bring you 
to him for falvation from it, with a will to 
forfake all fin, and live by his rule, as God 
lhall enable you. Thefe are the two great 
parts of his religion, faith in him as the Sa¬ 
viour, making our peace with God, in op- 
polition to the conceit of any work, merit, 
or righteoufnefs of our own, and faithful, 
pure obedience fpringing from it. What 
God bath joined together , let not man put a/under. 
For whoever does, it is at the peril of his 
foul, and all his hopes. Faith faves all that 
are faved, but cannot fave the lawlefs and 
difobedient, becaufe they have none. It is 
the nature anddfence of a true faith to work 
by love, and keep the commandments; that 
is, with fincerity of endeavour, all of them 

in 
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in heart, will, and purpofe, though none 
perfectly ; and the more it improves in obe¬ 
dience, the quicker it is to fpy defefrs, and 
always ready to mourn over them. If our 
faith cannot ftand this teft, it can Hand 
none. If the grace of God , which bringeth 
falvation , does not teach us to deny ungodlinefs 
and worldly bafts, and to live foberly , righteoujly 
and godly in this prefent world j Tit. ii. n, 12. 
if we arc not convinced of the neceflity of 
ftriving againft all fin, and endeavouring 
to perfect holinefs in the fear of God, we 
may be as fure our faith is falfe as that the 
Golpel is true. 

Let us then firft fee the exceeding great 
evil of fin, and the death to which it fubjedts 
us, in the glafs of Chris’s fufferings, that 
we may be thankful to God for fending him 
into the world to fave us from it, and fhew 
our gratitude to him in the way he requires 
of us, by returning to our duty, and pray¬ 
ing with the heart that his will may be done 
in earth as it is in heaven. Let us make 
C' .rift the flrength of our falvation, and he 
will be our ftrength for obedience. Let the 

law , 
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Uw, doing its office in condemning us, be 
cur Schoolmafter to bring us to Chrijl for deli¬ 
verance from it as a covenant, and he will 
bring us back again to the law, with hearty 
liking to it as a rule, and with all pofiible 
advantage for performance. Know your 
mifery, know your helplefsnefs, think how 
God loved you, and what Chrift has done 
for you; get your hearts warmed with a 
fenfe of redeeming mercy, and it will be the 
fire of love in them, conftrain you to live to 
him, and make your obedience a free-will 
offering to God for Chrift’s fake. What he 
faid of the woman, who anointed his feet, 
and wafhed them with her tears, Jhe loved 
much, becaufe much was forgiven her, will be 
true of every foul which has felt the fling of 
fin, believes it to be death, comes to Chrift 
for life, and thanks God for his vidory. 
By the help of the fame Spirit which con¬ 
vinced it of fin, it will be humble, it will 
be fearful of offending, it will hold faft its 
hope, it will go on from ftrength to ftrength 
in the way ofholinefs, and by the peace of 
God which rules in it be kept in all good, 
from all evil. 


The 
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The Lord grant that we may fo build up 
curfehes on our mojl holy faith , praying in the 
holy Ghojl, keepmg ourfelvei in the love of God 
and looking for the mercy oj our Lord Jefus 
Chrift unto eternal life , Jude xx.21. To whom 
with the Father, and the holy Ghoft, one 
blefled God in Trinity, our Creator, Re¬ 
deemer, and San&ifier, be glory and ma- 
jefty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever. Amen . 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Preface, 


Page 13. Line 13. a Comma after received, 

zi. 7. a Comma after opt rating it. 

Paraphrase, 


Page 3;. Line 6. 

a Comma after Cbriji, 

52. 4. 

a full Stop after •-wor/hippers. 

75. 14. 

a Mark of Interrogation after attaintd to ? 

97. 17 . 

dele Comma after gift it 

109. 6. 

only a Comma after death of ChriJ?, 

1 So. vlt. 

for nation, read notion 
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